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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Mitsui & Co., Ltd.

Mitsui & Co., Ltd., Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A.), Inc. and Bioproducts Inc. Reach a
Settlement in Class Action Case

Mitsui & Co., Ltd. ("the Company") and its wholly owned U.S. subsidiaries
Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A.), Inc. and Bioproducts Inc. have agreed to settle a class
action case pending in the Federal District Court of the District of Columbia
relating to the sale of choline chloride, an ingredient used in animal feed and
pet foods.

In the trial related to the class action lawsuit, the Jjury rendered a
verdict on June 13, 2003 stating that the Company and Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A.),
Inc., together with other manufacturers, participated in the violation of
antitrust laws with respect to choline chloride. The Company and Mitsui & Co.
(U.S.A.), Inc., which have always denied all allegations of wrongdoing,
considered undertaking the legal proceedings necessary to overrule the verdict.
However, given the circumstances, it was determined that a settlement with the
class plaintiffs would be in the best interest of the Company and its
stakeholders.

Under the agreement, which is subject to Court approval, the Company,
Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A.), Inc. and the Company's wholly owned U.S. subsidiary
Bioproducts Inc., will be released from the class action proceedings and pay the
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class action plaintiffs US$53million.
The settlement amount will not have material adverse effect on the
Company's consolidated results of operations.
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Masaru Nishimura

Corporate Communications Division
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Telephone: +81-3-3285-7564, Facsimile: +81-3-3285-9819
E-mail: Mas.Nishimura@mitsui.com



