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For immediate release

To whom it may concern

  ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE ARREST OF INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN THE DIESEL PARTICULATE
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------
                             FILTER ("DPF") INCIDENT
                             -----------------------

Reference is made to a series of announcements made by Mitsui & Co., Ltd.
("Mitsui") regarding the Diesel Particulate Filter ("DPF") incident since
November 22, 2004.

Mitsui regrets to report that two former employees of Mitsui and a former
officer of Mitsui's wholly owned subsidiary, PUREarth Incorporated ("PE"), have
been arrested by the Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department on suspicion of
involvement in fraudulent sales of DPFs manufactured by PE.

Immediately following discovery of the incident, Mitsui has been implementing
measures to prevent the recurrence of similar incidents in the future, including
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a compliance awareness program among all of its employees. Mitsui is taking the
investigation and facts revealed by the authority very seriously, and seeks to
further reinforce the preventative measures which have so far been implemented.
At the same time, Mitsui will continue to do its best to expedite the
replacement and redemption of the DPFs.

Mitsui again expresses its utmost regret to DPF users and all the parties
concerned, including the citizens and the local community for the occurrence of
the incident.

                                         For further information, Please contact
                                         Mitsui & Co., Ltd.
                                           Corporate Communications Division
                                             Tel: +81-3-3285-7564
                                           Investor Relations Division
                                             Tel: +81-3-3285-7910
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