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The information in this prospectus supplement is not complete and may be changed. This prospectus supplement and the accompanying
prospectus are not an offer to sell these securities, and we are not soliciting offers to buy these securities, in any jurisdiction where the
offer or sale is not permitted.

Subject to Completion
Preliminary Prospectus Supplement dated September 11, 2014
PROSPECTUS SUPPLEMENT

(To prospectus dated May 4, 2012)

15,500,000 Shares

Common Stock

Health Care REIT, Inc. is offering for sale 15,500,000 shares of its common stock to be sold in this offering.

Our common stock is traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol HCN. On September 10, 2014, the last reported sale price of
our common stock on the NYSE was $66.22 per share.

Investing in our securities involves risk. Before you invest in our common stock, you should carefully consider
each of the factors described under _Risk Factors beginning on page S-5 of this prospectus supplement, as well
as the accompanying prospectus and the documents we have filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission that are incorporated by reference.

Per Share Total
Public offering price $ $
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Underwriting discount $ $

Proceeds, before expenses, to us $ $
To the extent the underwriters sell more than 15,500,000 shares of common stock, the underwriters have the option to purchase up to 2,325,000
additional shares of common stock from us on the same terms and conditions as set forth above within 30 days from the date of this prospectus
supplement. If the underwriters exercise the option in full, the total underwriting discount will be $ , and the total proceeds, before expenses,
to us will be $

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of these securities or
passed upon the adequacy or accuracy of this prospectus supplement or the accompanying prospectus. Any representation to the
contrary is a criminal offense.

The underwriters are offering the common stock as set forth under Underwriting. Delivery of the shares will be made on or about September
2014.

Joint Book-Running Managers

Goldman, Sachs & Co. RBC Capital Markets

The date of this prospectus supplement is September , 2014.
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You should rely only on the information contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus supplement, the accompanying
prospectus and any free writing prospectus we authorize to be delivered to you. We have not, and the underwriters have not, authorized
anyone to provide you with additional information or information different from that contained in this prospectus supplement, the
accompanying prospectus and any such free writing prospectus. We are not, and the underwriters are not, making an offer to sell these
securities in any jurisdiction where the offer or sale of these securities is not permitted. You should not assume that the information
appearing in this prospectus supplement, the accompanying prospectus, any such free writing prospectus or the documents
incorporated therein by reference is accurate as of any date other than their respective dates. Our business, financial condition, results

of operations and prospects may have changed since those dates.

This document is in two parts. The first part is the prospectus supplement, which adds to and updates information contained in the
accompanying prospectus. The second part, the prospectus, provides more general information, some of which may not apply to this
offering. Generally, when we refer to this prospectus, we are referring to both parts of this document combined. To the extent there is a
conflict
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between the information contained in this prospectus supplement, on the one hand, and the information contained in the accompanying
prospectus, on the other hand, you should rely on the information in this prospectus supplement.

These securities are being offered only for sale in jurisdictions where it is lawful to make such offers. The distribution of this prospectus
supplement, the accompanying prospectus and any free writing prospectus and the offering of these securities in other jurisdictions may
also be restricted by law. Persons who receive this prospectus supplement, the accompanying prospectus and any free writing

prospectus should inform themselves about and observe any such restrictions. This prospectus supplement, the accompanying

prospectus and any free writing prospectus do not constitute, and may not be used in connection with, an offer or solicitation by anyone
in any jurisdiction in which such offer or solicitation is not authorized or in which the person making such offer or solicitation is not
authorized or qualified to do so or to any person to whom it is unlawful to make such offer or solicitation.

Before purchasing any securities, you should carefully read this prospectus supplement, the accompanying prospectus and any free
writing prospectus we authorize to be delivered to you, together with the additional information described under the heading Where
You Can Find More Information in this prospectus supplement.

Unless we have specifically indicated otherwise, references in this prospectus supplement to we, us, our, the Company, or similar terms
are to Health Care REIT, Inc. together with its subsidiaries.
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PROSPECTUS SUPPLEMENT SUMMARY

This summary highlights selected information about us and this offering. This information is not complete and does not contain all of the
information you should consider before investing in our common stock. You should read this entire prospectus supplement and the
accompanying prospectus carefully, including Risk Factors and Forward-Looking Statements contained in this prospectus supplement and

Risk Factors and Cautionary Statement Concerning Forward-Looking Statements contained in the accompanying prospectus and the
financial statements and the other information incorporated by reference in this prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus,
before making an investment decision.

About Our Company

We are a real estate investment trust that has been at the forefront of seniors housing and health care real estate since the Company was founded
in 1970. We are an S&P 500 company headquartered in Toledo, Ohio. Our portfolio spans the full spectrum of seniors housing and health care
real estate, including seniors housing communities, skilled nursing/post-acute facilities, medical office buildings, inpatient and outpatient
medical centers and life science facilities. Our capital programs, when combined with comprehensive planning, development and property
management services, make us a single-source solution for acquiring, planning, developing, managing, repositioning and monetizing real estate
assets. As of June 30, 2014, our diversified portfolio consisted of 1,224 properties in 46 states, the United Kingdom and Canada.

Our principal executive offices are located at 4500 Dorr Street, Toledo, Ohio 43615, and our telephone number is (419) 247-2800. Our website
address is www.hcreit.com. The information on our website is not part of this prospectus supplement or the accompanying prospectus.

Our Strategy

Our primary objectives are to protect stockholder capital and enhance stockholder value. We seek to pay consistent cash dividends to
stockholders and create opportunities to increase dividend payments to stockholders as a result of annual increases in net operating income and
portfolio growth. To meet these objectives, we invest across the full spectrum of seniors housing and health care real estate and diversify our
investment portfolio by property type, relationship and geographic location.

The Portfolio

The following table summarizes our consolidated portfolio as of June 30, 2014:

Percentage of Number of

Type of Property Investments(1) Investments Properties
(in thousands)

Seniors housing triple-net $ 9,097,004 41.5% 626

Seniors housing operating 8,346,303 38.1% 281

Medical facilities 4,469,005 20.4% 250

Totals $ 21,912,312 100.0% 1,157

(1) Excludes our share of investments in unconsolidated entities. Entities in which we have a joint venture with a minority partner are shown
at 100% of the joint venture amount.

We invest in seniors housing and health care real estate primarily through acquisitions, developments and joint venture partnerships. We

diversify our investment portfolio by property type, relationship and geographic location. In determining whether to invest in a property, we

focus on the following: (1) the experience of the obligor s/partner s management team; (2) the historical and projected financial and operational

performance of the property; (3) the credit of the obligor/partner; (4) the security for any lease or loan; (5) the real estate
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attributes of the building and its location; (6) the capital committed to the property by the obligor/partner; and (7) the operating fundamentals of
the applicable industry. We conduct market research and analysis for all potential investments. In addition, we review the value of all properties,
the interest rates and covenant requirements of any facility-level debt to be assumed at the time of the acquisition and the anticipated sources of
repayment of any existing debt that is not to be assumed at the time of the acquisition.

‘We monitor our investments through a variety of methods determined by the type of property. Our proactive and comprehensive asset
management process for seniors housing properties generally includes review of monthly financial statements and other operating data for each
property, review of obligor/partner creditworthiness, property inspections, and review of covenant compliance relating to licensure, real estate
taxes, letters of credit and other collateral. Our internal property management division actively manages and monitors the medical office
building portfolio with a comprehensive process including review of, among other things, tenant relations, lease expirations, the mix of health
service providers, hospital/health system relationships, property performance, capital improvement needs, and market conditions. In monitoring
our portfolio, our personnel use a proprietary database to collect and analyze property-specific data. Additionally, we conduct extensive research
to ascertain industry trends.

We evaluate the operating environment in each property s market to determine the likely trend in operating performance of the facility. When we
identify unacceptable trends, we seek to mitigate, eliminate or transfer the risk. Through these efforts, we are generally able to intervene at an
early stage to address any negative trends, and in so doing, support both the collectability of revenue and the value of our investment.

Recent Developments

On September 11, 2014, we announced that, based on acquisitions closed thus far in the third quarter and potential acquisitions for which we
have signed a letter of intent or other customary preliminary documentation, we anticipate acquiring approximately $1.7 billion of properties in
the second half of 2014. The aggregate anticipated acquisition amount includes the previously announced approximately $950 million
HealthLease Properties REIT acquisition and $257 million Gracewell acquisition with Sunrise Senior Living and $535 million of expected
future acquisitions. We expect the aggregate acquisitions to include approximately $597 million of post-acute and long-term care properties,
$468 million of seniors housing triple-net lease properties, $371 million of seniors housing operating properties and $306 million of medical
office properties.

Demonstrating the success of our relationship investing approach, approximately 71% of these acquisitions, excluding HealthLease, are
expected to involve existing portfolio partners including Sunrise, Genesis HealthCare, Senior Resource Group and Avery Healthcare. The
aggregate anticipated acquisition amount includes approximately $236 million of secured debt that we expect to assume at an average annual
interest rate of 4.5%.

We anticipate completing at least $450 million of dispositions in 2014.

All currency references are in U.S. dollars and, where applicable, based upon the exchange rate of GBP to USD of 1.00:1.68 or CAD to USD of
1.087:1.00. Certain amounts are reflected at our expected pro rata investment for unconsolidated joint venture investments. All amounts reported
above are preliminary estimates, are subject to downward or upward adjustment, are subject to changes in currency exchange rates, and are
subject to change. Our anticipated property transactions are in various stages of completion and some or all of them may not be completed on
currently anticipated terms, or within currently anticipated timeframes, or at all. The completion of the anticipated property transactions is
subject to the satisfaction of various conditions.

Other Information

The SEC maintains an Internet website at http://www.sec.gov that contains our annual reports on Form 10-K, quarterly reports on Form 10-Q,
current reports on Form 8-K and proxy statements, and all amendments thereto. All reports that we file with the SEC may be read and copied at
the SEC s Public Reference Room at 100 F Street, N.E., Washington, DC 20549. Information about the operation of the Public Reference Room
may be obtained by calling the SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330.
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Issuer

Common Stock Offered

Common Stock to be Outstanding After this Offering

Use of Proceeds

Dividends

New York Stock Exchange Symbol

Risk Factors

The Offering

Health Care REIT, Inc.

15,500,000 shares of our common stock, $1.00 par value per share. We have also granted
the underwriters an option to purchase up to 2,325,000 additional shares of our common
stock.

323,829,737 shares (326,154,737 shares if the underwriters exercise their option in full).

Assuming a public offering price per share of $66.22 (the last reported sale price of our
common stock on the NYSE on September 10, 2014), we estimate the net proceeds from
this offering will be approximately $990 million ($1.1 billion if the underwriters exercise
their option in full), after deducting the underwriting discount and estimated offering
expenses. We intend to use the net proceeds from this offering to repay advances under
our primary unsecured credit facility and for general corporate purposes, including
investing in health care and seniors housing properties. Pending such use, the net
proceeds may be invested in short-term, investment grade, interest-bearing securities,
certificates of deposit or indirect or guaranteed obligations of the United States. See Use
of Proceeds.

We are currently paying dividends of $0.795 per quarter, or $3.18 per year, per share of
common stock.

HCN

You should carefully consider the information set forth in the section of this prospectus
supplement entitled Risk Factors as well as the other information included in or
incorporated by reference in this prospectus supplement and the accompanying
prospectus before deciding whether to invest in our common stock.

The number of shares of our common stock outstanding after this offering is based on 308,329,737 shares outstanding as of June 30, 2014 and

excludes as of June 30, 2014:

899,050 shares of common stock reserved for issuance that relate to outstanding options under the Amended and Restated 2005

Long-Term Incentive Plan;

5,176,226 shares of common stock reserved for issuance under our dividend reinvestment and stock purchase plan;

5,447,201 shares of common stock reserved for issuance upon conversion of our 3.00% Convertible Senior Notes due 2029;
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12,161,250 shares of common stock reserved for issuance upon conversion of our outstanding shares of Series I Cumulative
Convertible Perpetual Preferred Stock;

shares of common stock that may be issued upon conversion of the 3.00% Convertible Senior Notes due 2029 or the Series |
Cumulative Convertible Perpetual Preferred Stock as a make-whole premium (or similar consideration) upon the occurrence of a
make-whole fundamental change or fundamental change (as applicable); and

2,325,000 shares of our common stock that the underwriters have the option to purchase from us.
Unless we specifically state otherwise, the information in this prospectus supplement assumes that the underwriters do not exercise their option

to purchase additional shares of our common stock.
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Summary Selected Historical Consolidated Financial Data

The summary selected historical consolidated financial data set forth below should be read in conjunction with the sections of this prospectus
supplement entitled Capitalization and Prospectus Supplement Summary, as well as the other information that we have filed with the SEC and
incorporated by reference herein. The summary selected historical consolidated financial data for each of the years in the three-year period

ended December 31, 2013 have been derived from our audited consolidated financial statements. Our audited consolidated financial statements
have been audited by Ernst & Young LLP, our independent registered public accounting firm. The summary selected historical consolidated
financial data as of and for the six months ended June 30, 2014 and 2013 have been derived from our unaudited interim consolidated financial
statements. In the opinion of our management, the unaudited interim consolidated financial statements have been prepared on the same basis as
the audited consolidated financial statements and include all adjustments, consisting of normal recurring adjustments, necessary for a fair
presentation of the financial position and results of operations as of such dates and for such periods. Results for the interim periods are not
necessarily indicative of the results to be expected for the full year. This information is only a summary, and should be read together with, and is
qualified in its entirety by reference to, our historical consolidated financial statements and notes thereto and the section entitled Management s
Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations included in our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended
June 30, 2014 and our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013, which are incorporated by reference herein.

Year ended Six months ended
December 31, June 30,
2011 2012 2013 2013 2014

Amounts are in thousands, except per share data
Operating Data
Revenues $ 1,313,182 $ 1,805,044 $ 2,880,608 $ 1,308,256 $ 1,628,254
Income (loss) from continuing operations attributable to
common stockholders, including real estate dispositions 60,979 107,826 27,001 (7,664) 114,716
Net income attributable to common stockholders 157,108 221,884 78,714 46,551 121,851
Per Share Data
Basic:

Income (loss) from continuing operations attributable to

common stockholders, including real estate dispositions $ 035 $ 048 $ 0.10 $ 0.03) $ 0.39
Net income attributable to common stockholders $ 090 $ 099 $ 028 $ 0.17 $ 0.42
Diluted:
Income (loss) from continuing operations attributable to
common stockholders, including real estate dispositions $ 035 $ 048 $ 0.10 $ 0.03) $ 0.39
Net income attributable to common stockholders $ 090 $ 098 $ 028 $ 0.17 $ 0.41
Dividends declared and paid per common share $ 2835 $ 296 §$ 306 $ 153 § 1.59
December 31, June 30,
2011 2012 2013 2013 2014
Amounts are in thousands
Balance Sheet Data
Net real estate investments $13,942.350 $17,423,009 $21,680,221 $19,964,116 $21,912,312
Total assets 14,924,606 19,549,109 23,083,957 22,196,393 23,573,890
Total long-term obligations 7,240,752 8,531,899 10,652,014 9,560,066 10,345,196
Total liabilities 7,612,309 8,993,998 11,292,587 10,099,427 11,023,596
Total preferred stock 1,010,417 1,022,917 1,017,361 1,022,917 1,006,250
Total equity 7,278,647 10,520,519 11,756,331 12,064,156 12,514,890

S-4
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RISK FACTORS

An investment in our common stock involves risks. You should carefully consider the following risk factors, together with all of the other
information included in this prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus or incorporated by reference into this prospectus
supplement and the accompanying prospectus, including the section entitled Risk Factors included in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for
the year ended December 31, 2013, before making an investment in our common stock. If any of the following risks actually occurs, our
business, results of operations and financial condition will likely suffer. As a result, the trading price of our common stock may decline, and you
may lose part or all of your investment.

Risks Related to Our Business

Our expected results may not be achieved, and actual results may differ materially from our expectations. This may be a result of various factors,
including, but not limited to:

the status of the economy;

the status of capital markets, including availability and cost of capital;

issues facing the health care industry, including compliance with, and changes to, regulations and payment policies, responding to
government investigations and punitive settlements and operators /tenants difficulty in cost-effectively obtaining and maintaining
adequate liability and other insurance;

changes in financing terms;

competition within the health care, seniors housing and life science industries;

negative developments in the operating results or financial condition of operators/tenants, including, but not limited to, their ability
to pay rent and repay loans;

our ability to transition or sell properties with profitable results;

the failure to make new investments or acquisitions as and when anticipated;

natural disasters and other acts of God affecting our properties;

our ability to re-lease space at similar rates as vacancies occur;

our ability to timely reinvest sale proceeds at similar rates to assets sold;
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operator/tenant or joint venture partner bankruptcies or insolvencies;

the cooperation of joint venture partners;

government regulations affecting Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement rates and operational requirements;

liability or contract claims by or against operators/tenants;

unanticipated difficulties and/or expenditures relating to future investments or acquisitions;

environmental laws affecting our properties;

changes in rules or practices governing our financial reporting;

the movement of U.S. and foreign currency exchange rates;

our ability to maintain our qualification as a real estate investment trust ( REIT );

key management personnel recruitment and retention; and

other risks described in the reports we file from time to time with the Securities and Exchange Commission, including the risks
identified in the section entitled Risk Factors included in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013.
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Risks Related to Our Common Stock
The share price of our common stock could be affected by several factors

The share price of our common stock depends upon several factors, including, but not limited to: our financial condition, performance and
prospects; general economic and financial market conditions; changes in estimates by analysts; the market for similar securities issued by
REITs; and our ability to meet analysts estimates. In addition, the market price of our common stock may be affected by future sales of our
securities, including additional issuances of common stock and securities convertible into common stock. These factors, among others, could
significantly depress the trading price of our common stock.

Holders of our outstanding shares of preferred stock have, and holders of any future outstanding shares of preferred stock will have,
liquidation, dividend and other rights that are senior to the rights of the holders of our common stock

Since our board of directors has the authority to designate and issue preferred stock with liquidation, dividend and other rights that are senior to
those of our common stock, the holders of our issued and outstanding shares of preferred stock, as well as any that may be issued in the future,
would receive, upon our voluntary or involuntary liquidation, dissolution or winding up, before any payment is made to holders of our common
stock, their liquidation preferences as well as any accrued and unpaid distributions. These payments would reduce the remaining amount of our
assets, if any, available for distribution to holders of our common stock.

Our issuance of additional securities may reduce the market price for our shares

The market price of our common stock may be affected by future sales of our securities, including those made pursuant to the separate equity
distribution agreements with each of UBS Securities LLC, RBS Securities Inc., KeyBanc Capital Markets Inc. and Credit Agricole Securities
(USA) Inc. and other additional issuances of common stock and securities convertible into common stock. We also are required to issue
common stock to the holders of the 3.00% Convertible Senior Notes due 2029, the Series I Cumulative Convertible Perpetual Preferred Stock
and the Series J Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Stock if and when the holders exercise their conversion rights or, in limited circumstances, as
a make-whole premium upon the occurrence of a make-whole fundamental change or fundamental change. We may also issue common stock as
consideration or partial consideration in connection with our investments and acquisitions or for achieving certain benchmarks related to such
investments and acquisitions. The number of shares of common stock that we may issue or that we may issue upon conversion could be
significant and dilutive to our existing stockholders.

Our ability to pay dividends in the future is subject to many factors

Our primary unsecured credit facility restricts our ability to pay cash dividends on our common stock if we default under the credit facility, and
other financing agreements that we enter into in the future also may limit our ability to pay cash dividends on our capital stock. If we default
under our primary unsecured credit facility, or if future financing agreements restrict our ability to pay cash dividends, we will be restricted in
our ability to pay cash dividends on our common stock unless we can refinance amounts outstanding under those agreements.

Under Delaware law, cash dividends on capital stock may only be paid from surplus or, if there is no surplus, from the corporation s net profits
for the then-current or the preceding fiscal year. Unless we operate profitably, our ability to pay cash dividends on our common stock would

require the availability of adequate surplus, which is defined as the excess, if any, of our net assets (total assets less total liabilities) over our
capital. Further, even if adequate surplus is available to pay cash dividends on our common stock, we may not have sufficient cash to pay

dividends on our common stock.

Our ability to pay dividends may be impaired if any of the risks described in this prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus or
incorporated by reference herein and in the accompanying prospectus, were to occur. In addition, payment of our dividends depends upon our
earnings, our financial condition, maintenance of our REIT status and other factors as our board of directors may deem relevant from time to
time.
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We believe that our common stock does not constitute a U.S. real property interest and therefore we would not generally be required to
withhold from payments to non-U.S. holders under the Foreign Investment in Real Property Act, or FIRPTA. We cannot assure you,
however, that our common stock will not constitute a U.S. real property interest

Although we are not currently aware of any facts that would cause our conclusion to change, depending on the facts in existence at the time of
any sale, repurchase, conversion, or retirement of our common stock, it is possible that our common stock could constitute a U.S. real property
interest. If so, non-U.S. holders of our common stock would be subject to withholding on payments in connection with such a sale, repurchase,
conversion, or retirement regardless of whether such non-U.S. holders provide certification documenting their non-U.S. status. See Item

1 Business Taxation of our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013.

Certain provisions in our certificate of incorporation and by-laws may restrict your ownership of shares of our capital stock and/or
discourage or prevent a change in control

In order to assist us in maintaining our qualification as a REIT for U.S. federal income tax purposes, our by-laws provide that no person may
own, or be deemed to own by virtue of the attribution rules of the Internal Revenue Code, more than 9.8% of the value of our outstanding capital
stock, subject to certain exceptions. For this purpose, all options, warrants, convertible securities or other rights to acquire our common stock
will be treated as if all such rights had been exercised. If any shares or other securities in excess of this limit are issued or transferred to any
person, such issuance or transfer shall be valid only with respect to such amount of shares or securities as does not exceed this limit, and such
issuance or transfer will be void with respect to the excess. These and other provisions in our certificate of incorporation, by-laws and Delaware
law could delay, prevent or deter a transaction or change in control, including an acquisition of us by a third party, that might involve a premium
price for our common stock or otherwise be favorable to you as a stockholder.

S-7
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FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

This prospectus supplement, the accompanying prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference contain forward-looking statements as
that term is defined in the federal securities laws. When we use words such as may, will, intend, should, believe, expect, anticipate,

estimate or similar expressions that do not relate solely to historical matters, we are making forward-looking statements. In particular, these
forward-looking statements include, but are not limited to, those relating to:

our opportunities to acquire, develop or sell properties;

our ability to close our anticipated acquisitions, investments or dispositions on currently anticipated terms, or within currently
anticipated timeframes;

the expected performance of our operators/tenants and properties;

our expected occupancy rates;

our ability to declare and to make distributions to stockholders;

our investment and financing opportunities and plans;

our continued qualification as a REIT;

our ability to access capital markets or other sources of funds; and

our ability to meet our earnings guidance.
Forward-looking statements are not guarantees of future performance and involve risks and uncertainties that may cause our actual results to
differ materially from our expectations discussed in the forward-looking statements. We assume no obligation to update or revise publicly any
forward-looking statements, whether because of new information, future events, or otherwise, or to update the reasons why actual results could
differ from those projected in any forward-looking statements.

S-8
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USE OF PROCEEDS

Assuming a public offering price per share of $66.22 (the last reported sale price of our common stock on the NYSE on September 10, 2014),
we estimate the net proceeds from this offering will be approximately $990 million ($1.1 billion if the underwriters exercise their option in full),
after deducting the underwriting discount and estimated offering expenses. We intend to use the net proceeds from this offering to repay
advances under our primary unsecured credit facility and for general corporate purposes, including investing in health care and seniors housing
properties. Pending such use, the net proceeds may be invested in short-term, investment grade, interest-bearing securities, certificates of deposit
or indirect or guaranteed obligations of the United States. As of September 10, 2014, we had an outstanding balance of $225 million under our
primary unsecured credit facility at an average interest rate of 1.21%. Affiliates of certain of the underwriters are lenders under our primary
unsecured credit facility. See Underwriting Conflicts of Interest.

S-9
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PRICE RANGE OF SHARES AND DIVIDEND HISTORY

Our common stock is traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol HCN. As of September 10, 2014, there were 4,948 holders of
record of our common stock. The following table sets forth, for the periods shown, the high and low sale prices of our common stock as reported
by the NYSE, for the periods indicated, and cash dividends per share. On September 10, 2014, the last reported sale price of our common stock
as reported by the NYSE was $66.22 per share.

Price of shares Dividends
High Low per share

Year ended December 31, 2012
First quarter $57.66 $53.26 $ 0.740
Second quarter 58.34 52.40 0.740
Third quarter 62.80 56.48 0.740
Fourth quarter 61.33 56.88 0.740

Year ended December 31, 2013
First quarter $67.92 $60.78 $ 0.765
Second quarter 80.07 61.62 0.765
Third quarter 68.79 58.16 0.765
Fourth quarter 66.76 52.43 0.765

Year ended December 31, 2014
First quarter $59.93 $52.90 $ 0.795
Second quarter 65.25 58.91 0.795
Third quarter (through September 10, 2014) 68.36 61.42 0.795

Under the real estate investment trust rules of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, in order to maintain our status as a REIT, our
deduction for dividends paid must be generally equal to at least 90% of our taxable income for the taxable year (determined without regard to the
deduction for dividends paid and excluding any net capital gain). The declaration of dividends is at the discretion of our board of directors and
depends upon our distributable funds, financial requirements, tax considerations and other factors. Decisions with respect to the distribution of
capital gains are made on a case-by-case basis. A portion of our dividends paid may be deemed either capital gain income or a return of capital,
or both, to our stockholders. We provide our stockholders an annual statement which designates the taxability of their dividends.

We have a dividend reinvestment and stock purchase plan under which stockholders of record may invest all or a portion of their dividends and
up to an additional $10,000 per month to purchase additional shares. Additionally, investors who are not stockholders of the Company may use
this plan to make an initial investment in the Company s shares of up to $10,000. We have the discretion to grant waivers for purchases in excess
of $10,000.

S-10
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CAPITALIZATION

The table below sets forth our capitalization as of June 30, 2014 on an actual basis and on an as adjusted basis to give effect to the issuance of
shares of common stock offered by this prospectus supplement (assuming no exercise of the underwriters option) at an assumed offering price of
$66.22 per share (the last reported sale price of our common stock on the NYSE on September 10, 2014) and the application of the estimated net
proceeds.

June 30, 2014

As
Actual Adjusted
(in thousands)
Cash and cash equivalents $ 207,354 $ 1,197,340
Debt:
Borrowings under unsecured credit facilities(1)
Borrowings under unsecured term credit facility due 2016(2) 500,000
Borrowings under unsecured term credit facility due 2018(2) 500,000
Borrowings under Canadian-denominated unsecured term credit facility due 2015(2) 234,170
Borrowings under Canadian-denominated unsecured term credit facility due 2018(2) 234,170
Senior notes due 2015 250,000 250,000
Senior notes due 2016 300,000 300,000
Senior notes due 2016 400,000 400,000
Senior notes due 2017 450,000 450,000
Senior notes due 2018 450,000 450,000
Senior notes due 2019 600,000 600,000
Senior notes due 2020 450,000 450,000
Senior notes due 2021 450,000 450,000
Senior notes due 2022 600,000 600,000
Senior notes due 2023 500,000 500,000
Senior notes due 2024 400,000 400,000
Senior notes due 2028(3) 940,830 940,830
Senior notes due 2041 400,000 400,000
Senior notes due 2043 250,000 250,000
3.00% convertible senior notes due 2029(4)(5) 275,107 275,107
Secured debt 2,812,226 2,812,226
Capital lease obligation 83,850 83,850
Unamortized premiums/discounts and fair value adjustments 987) 987)
Total debt 10,345,196 10,345,196
Redeemable noncontrolling interests 35,404 35,404
Stockholders equity:
Preferred Stock, $1.00 par value; authorized 50,000,000 shares
Series I Cumulative Convertible Perpetual Preferred Stock; 14,375,000 shares issued and outstanding 718,750 718,750
Series J Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Stock; 11,500,000 shares issued and outstanding 287,500 287,500
Common Stock, $1.00 par value; authorized 700,000,000 shares; 308,976,931 shares issued and 308,329,737
shares outstanding, actual; and 324,476,931 shares issued and 323,829,737 shares outstanding, as adjusted(6) 308,355 323,855
Capital in excess of par value 13,524,621 14,499,107
Treasury stock (32,289) (32,289)
Cumulative net income 2,484,425 2,484,425
Cumulative dividends (5,096,110) (5,096,110)
Accumulated other comprehensive income (18,642) (18,642)
Other equity 6,159 6,159
Total Health Care REIT, Inc. stockholders equity 12,182,769 13,172,755
Noncontrolling interests 332,121 332,121
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Total equity 12,514,890 13,504,876

Total capitalization $ 22,895,490 $ 23,885,476

(1) On September 10, 2014, $225 million was outstanding under our primary unsecured credit facility at an average interest rate of 1.21%.
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(2) On July 25, 2014, we entered into a Credit Agreement with a consortium of 28 banks that consists of a $2.5 billion unsecured revolving
credit facility, a $500 million unsecured term credit facility due 2018 and a $250 million Canadian-denominated unsecured term credit
facility due 2018, which replaced our $2.25 billion unsecured revolving credit facility, $500 million unsecured term credit facility due 2016
and $250 million Canadian-denominated unsecured term credit facility due 2015. Amounts above reflect the outstanding amounts due under
the $250 million Canadian-denominated unsecured term credit facility due 2015 and the $250 million Canadian-denominated unsecured
term credit facility due 2018 based on the Canadian Dollar/U.S. Dollar exchange rate in effect on June 30, 2014.

(3) On November 20, 2013, we completed the sale of £550 million of 4.8% senior unsecured notes due 2028. Amount above reflects the
outstanding amount of notes in U.S. Dollars based on the Sterling/U.S. Dollar exchange rate in effect on June 30, 2014.

(4) The amounts shown do not reflect original issue discount pursuant to ASC 470-20, Debt with Conversion and Other Options. Under ASC
470, an entity must separately account for the liability and equity components of convertible debt instruments (such as the convertible senior
notes) that may be settled entirely or partially in cash upon conversion in a manner that reflects the issuer s economic interest cost. The
effect of ASC 470 on the accounting for the convertible senior notes is that the equity component is included in the capital in excess of par
value section of stockholders equity on our consolidated balance sheet and the value of the equity component is treated as original issue
discount for purposes of accounting for the debt component of the convertible senior notes. The original issue discount for the convertible
senior notes is included in  Unamortized premiums/discounts and fair value adjustments.

(5) OnJuly 1, 2014, we notified the holders of our 3.00% Convertible Senior Notes due 2029 that they are entitled to convert all or a portion of
their notes into cash and, if applicable, shares of our common stock through September 30, 2014. As of September 10, 2014, holders
converted or surrendered for conversion $47.7 million of their 3.00% Convertible Senior Notes due 2029.

(6) Excludes: (i) 899,050 shares of common stock reserved for issuance that relate to outstanding options under the Amended and Restated
2005 Long-Term Incentive Plan; (ii) 5,176,226 shares of common stock reserved for issuance under our dividend reinvestment and stock
purchase plan; (iii) 5,447,201 shares of common stock reserved for issuance upon conversion of the 3.00% Convertible Senior Notes due
2029; (iv) 12,161,250 shares of common stock reserved for issuance upon conversion of the Series I Cumulative Convertible Perpetual
Preferred Stock; and (v) shares of common stock that may be issued upon conversion of the 3.00% Convertible Senior Notes due 2029 or
the Series I Cumulative Convertible Perpetual Preferred Stock as a make-whole premium (or similar consideration) upon the occurrence of
a make-whole fundamental change or fundamental change (as applicable).

You should read this table in conjunction with the sections entitled Management s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of

Operations included in our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended June 30, 2014 and our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the

year ended December 31, 2013 and our consolidated financial statements, related notes and other financial information that we have

incorporated by reference into this prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus.

S-12
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UNDERWRITING

We and the underwriters named below have entered into an underwriting agreement with respect to the shares being offered. Subject to certain
conditions, each underwriter has severally agreed to purchase the number of shares indicated in the following table. Goldman, Sachs & Co. and
RBC Capital Markets, LLC are the representatives of the underwriters.

Number
Underwriters of Shares
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
RBC Capital Markets, LLC
Total 15,500,000

The underwriters are committed to take and pay for all of the shares being offered, if any are taken, other than the shares covered by the option
described below unless and until this option is exercised.

The underwriters have an option to buy up to an additional 2,325,000 shares from us to cover sales by the underwriters of a greater number of
shares than the total number set forth in the table above. They may exercise that option for 30 days. If any shares are purchased pursuant to this
option, the underwriters will severally purchase shares in approximately the same proportion as set forth in the table above.

The following table shows the per share and total underwriting discounts and commissions to be paid to the underwriters by us. Such amounts
are shown assuming both no exercise and full exercise of the underwriters option to purchase 2,325,000 additional shares.

Paid by the Company No Exercise Full Exercise
Per Share $ $
Total $ $
Shares sold by the underwriters to the public will initially be offered at the initial public offering price set forth on the cover of this prospectus
supplement. Any shares sold by the underwriters to securities dealers may be sold at a discount of up to $ per share from the initial public
offering price. After the initial offering of the shares, the representatives may change the offering price and the other selling terms. The offering
of the shares by the underwriters is subject to receipt and acceptance and subject to the underwriters right to reject any order in whole or in part.

We and each of our executive officers have agreed not to offer, sell or otherwise dispose of any shares of our common stock or any securities
that the executive officers have, or will have, the right to acquire through the exercise of options, warrants, subscription or other rights for a
period of 30 days after the date of this prospectus supplement without the prior written consent of Goldman, Sachs & Co. and RBC Capital
Markets, LLC. This consent may be given at any time without public notice.

Notwithstanding the above, we may, without the prior written consent of Goldman, Sachs & Co. and RBC Capital Markets, LLC, (a) issue
securities under our equity compensation plans for officers, employees, and non-employee directors described in our Annual Report on Form
10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2013, (b) issue shares upon the exercise of options or other stock rights issued pursuant to our
equity compensation plans for officers, employees, and non-employee directors described in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year
ended December 31, 2013, (c) sell shares of common stock pursuant to our dividend reinvestment and stock purchase plan in effect as of the date
of this prospectus supplement, (d) issue shares of common stock upon conversion of any of our convertible senior notes outstanding as of the
date of this prospectus supplement, and (e) issue shares upon conversion of our Series I Preferred Stock or Series J Preferred Stock outstanding
as of the date of this prospectus supplement.
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Additionally, notwithstanding the above, each of our executive officers may, without the prior written consent of Goldman, Sachs & Co. and
RBC Capital Markets, LLC sell or otherwise dispose of shares of our common stock or securities that the executive officers have, or will have,
the right to acquire through the exercise of options, warrants, subscription or other rights (a) pursuant to bona fide gifts, provided that such gifts
do not exceed 75,000 shares of our common stock in the aggregate, (b) pursuant to routine dispositions under Rule 10b5-1 sales plans entered
into by certain of our executive officers prior to or after the date of this prospectus supplement, provided that such dispositions do not exceed
200,000 shares of our common stock in the aggregate and (c) shares obtained pursuant to our equity compensation plans for officers, employees,
and non-employee directors, provided that such sales do not exceed 100,000 shares of our common stock in the aggregate.

In connection with the offering, the underwriters may purchase and sell shares of common stock in the open market. These transactions may
include short sales, stabilizing transactions and purchases to cover positions created by short sales. Short sales involve the sale by the
underwriters of a greater number of shares than they are required to purchase in the offering, and a short position represents the amount of such
sales that have not been covered by subsequent purchases. A covered short position 1is a short position that is not greater than the amount of
additional shares for which the underwriters option described above may be exercised. The underwriters may cover any covered short position
by either exercising their option to purchase additional shares or purchasing shares in the open market. In determining the source of shares to
cover the covered short position, the underwriters will consider, among other things, the price of shares available for purchase in the open
market as compared to the price at which they may purchase additional shares pursuant to the option described above. Naked short sales are any
short sales that create a short position greater than the amount of additional shares for which the option described above may be exercised. The
underwriters must cover any such naked short position by purchasing shares in the open market. A naked short position is more likely to be
created if the underwriters are concerned that there may be downward pressure on the price of the common stock in the open market after pricing
that could adversely affect investors who purchase in the offering. Stabilizing transactions consist of various bids for or purchases of common
stock made by the underwriters in the open market prior to the completion of the offering.

The underwriters may also impose a penalty bid. This occurs when a particular underwriter repays to the underwriters a portion of the
underwriting discount received by it because the representatives have repurchased shares sold by or for the account of such underwriter in
stabilizing or short covering transactions.

Purchases to cover a short position and stabilizing transactions, as well as other purchases by the underwriters for their own accounts, may have
the effect of preventing or retarding a decline in the market price of our stock, and together with the imposition of the penalty bid, may stabilize,
maintain or otherwise affect the market price of the common stock. As a result, the price of the common stock may be higher than the price that
otherwise might exist in the open market. The underwriters are not required to engage in these activities and may end any of these activities at
any time. These transactions may be effected on the NYSE, in the over-the-counter market or otherwise.

We estimate that our share of the total expenses of the offering including registration, filing and listing fees, printing expenses and legal and
accounting expenses, but excluding underwriting discounts and commissions, will be approximately $500,000.

We have agreed to indemnify the several underwriters against certain liabilities, including liabilities under the Securities Act of 1933.

The underwriters and their respective affiliates are full service financial institutions engaged in various activities, which may include sales and
trading, commercial and investment banking, advisory, investment management, investment research, principal investment, hedging, market
making, brokerage and other financial and non-financial activities and services. Certain of the underwriters and their respective affiliates have
provided, and may in the future provide, a variety of these services to the issuer and to persons and entities with
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relationships with the issuer, for which they received or will receive customary fees and expenses. Goldman, Sachs & Co. and RBC Capital
Markets, LLC acted as our financial advisors in connection with the HealthLease acquisition.

In the ordinary course of their various business activities, the underwriters and their respective affiliates, officers, directors and employees may
purchase, sell or hold a broad array of investments and actively trade securities, derivatives, loans, commodities, currencies, credit default swaps
and other financial instruments for their own account and for the accounts of their customers, and such investment and trading activities may
involve or relate to assets, securities and/or instruments of the issuer (directly, as collateral securing other obligations or otherwise) and/or
persons and entities with relationships with the issuer. The underwriters and their respective affiliates may also communicate independent
investment recommendations, market color or trading ideas and/or publish or express independent research views in respect of such assets,
securities or instruments and may at any time hold, or recommend to clients that they should acquire, long and/or short positions in such assets,
securities and instruments.

Conflicts of Interest

Certain affiliates of Goldman, Sachs & Co. and RBC Capital Markets, LLC are lenders under our primary unsecured credit facility. Also, an
affiliate of RBC Capital Markets, LLC is joint lead arranger under our Canadian dollar unsecured credit facility. To the extent that any portion of
the net proceeds from this offering is applied to repay borrowings under our primary unsecured credit facility (see Use of Proceeds ), certain of
the underwriters and/or their respective affiliates will receive a portion of the net proceeds so applied through the repayment of borrowings

under our primary unsecured credit facility. If some of the net proceeds of this offering are used to repay borrowings under our primary
unsecured credit facility, it is possible that more than 5% of the proceeds of this offering (not including the underwriting discount) may be
received by any one underwriter or its affiliates. Nonetheless, in accordance with the FINRA Rule 5121(f), the appointment of a qualified
independent underwriter is not necessary in connection with this offering because we, the issuer of the securities in this offering, are a real estate
investment trust.
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NOTICE TO INVESTORS

In relation to each Member State of the European Economic Area which has implemented the Prospectus Directive (each, a Relevant Member
State), each underwriter has represented and agreed that with effect from and including the date on which the Prospectus Directive is
implemented in that Relevant Member State (the Relevant Implementation Date) it has not made and will not make an offer of shares to the
public in that Relevant Member State prior to the publication of a prospectus in relation to the shares which has been approved by the competent
authority in that Relevant Member State or, where appropriate, approved in another Relevant Member State and notified to the competent
authority in that Relevant Member State, all in accordance with the Prospectus Directive, except that it may, with effect from and including the
Relevant Implementation Date, make an offer of shares to the public in that Relevant Member State at any time:

(a) tolegal entities which are authorized or regulated to operate in the financial markets or, if not so authorized or regulated, whose
corporate purpose is solely to invest in securities;

(b) to any legal entity which has two or more of (1) an average of at least 250 employees during the last financial year; (2) a total
balance sheet of more than 43,000,000 and (3) an annual net turnover of more than 50,000,000, as shown in its last annual or
consolidated accounts;

(c) to fewer than 100 natural or legal persons (other than qualified investors as defined in the Prospectus Directive) subject to obtaining
the prior consent of the representatives for any such offer; or

(d) in any other circumstances which do not require the publication by the Issuer of a prospectus pursuant to Article 3 of the Prospectus
Directive.
For the purposes of this provision, the expression an offer of shares to the public in relation to any shares in any Relevant Member State means
the communication in any form and by any means of sufficient information on the terms of the offer and the shares to be offered so as to enable
an investor to decide to purchase or subscribe the shares, as the same may be varied in that Relevant Member State by any measure
implementing the Prospectus Directive in that Relevant Member State and the expression Prospectus Directive means Directive 2003/71/EC and
includes any relevant implementing measure in each Relevant Member State.

Each underwriter has represented and agreed that:

(a) it has only communicated or caused to be communicated and will only communicate or cause to be communicated an invitation or
inducement to engage in investment activity (within the meaning of Section 21 of the FSMA) received by it in connection with the
issue or sale of the shares in circumstances in which Section 21(1) of the FSMA does not apply to the Issuer; and

(b) it has complied and will comply with all applicable provisions of the FSMA with respect to anything done by it in relation to the
shares in, from or otherwise involving the United Kingdom.

The shares may not be offered or sold by means of any document other than (i) in circumstances which do not constitute an offer to the public
within the meaning of the Companies Ordinance (Cap.32, Laws of Hong Kong), or (ii) to professional investors within the meaning of the
Securities and Futures Ordinance (Cap.571, Laws of Hong Kong) and any rules made thereunder, or (iii) in other circumstances which do not
result in the document being a prospectus within the meaning of the Companies Ordinance (Cap.32, Laws of Hong Kong), and no advertisement,
invitation or document relating to the shares may be issued or may be in the possession of any person for the purpose of issue (in each case
whether in Hong Kong or elsewhere), which is directed at, or the contents of which are likely to be accessed or read by, the public in Hong Kong
(except if permitted to do so under the laws of Hong Kong) other than with respect to shares which are or are intended to be disposed of only to
persons outside Hong Kong or only to professional investors within the meaning of the Securities and Futures Ordinance (Cap. 571, Laws of
Hong Kong) and any rules made thereunder.
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and any other document or material in connection with the offer or sale, or invitation for subscription or purchase, of the shares may not be
circulated or distributed, nor may the shares be offered or sold, or be made the subject of an invitation for subscription or purchase, whether
directly or indirectly, to persons in Singapore other than (i) to an institutional investor under Section 274 of the Securities and Futures Act,

Chapter 289 of Singapore (the SFA ), (ii) to a relevant person, or any person pursuant to Section 275(1A), and in accordance with the conditions,
specified in Section 275 of the SFA or (iii) otherwise pursuant to, and in accordance with the conditions of, any other applicable provision of the
SFA.

Where the shares are subscribed or purchased under Section 275 by a relevant person which is: (a) a corporation (which is not an accredited
investor) the sole business of which is to hold investments and the entire share capital of which is owned by one or more individuals, each of
whom is an accredited investor; or (b) a trust (where the trustee is not an accredited investor) whose sole purpose is to hold investments and each
beneficiary is an accredited investor, shares, debentures and units of shares and debentures of that corporation or the beneficiaries rights and
interest in that trust shall not be transferable for 6 months after that corporation or that trust has acquired the shares under Section 275 except:

(1) to an institutional investor under Section 274 of the SFA or to a relevant person, or any person pursuant to Section 275(1A), and in
accordance with the conditions, specified in Section 275 of the SFA; (2) where no consideration is given for the transfer; or (3) by operation of
law.

The securities have not been and will not be registered under the Financial Instruments and Exchange Law of Japan (the Financial Instruments
and Exchange Law) and each underwriter has agreed that it will not offer or sell any securities, directly or indirectly, in Japan or to, or for the
benefit of, any resident of Japan (which term as used herein means any person resident in Japan, including any corporation or other entity
organized under the laws of Japan), or to others for re-offering or resale, directly or indirectly, in Japan or to a resident of Japan, except pursuant
to an exemption from the registration requirements of, and otherwise in compliance with, the Financial Instruments and Exchange Law and any
other applicable laws, regulations and ministerial guidelines of Japan.
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LEGAL MATTERS

Certain legal matters regarding the shares of common stock offered hereby will be passed upon for us by Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP,
Toledo, Ohio. Arnold & Porter LLP will pass upon certain federal income tax matters relating to us. Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP, Cleveland,
Ohio, will pass upon certain matters for the underwriters.

EXPERTS

Ernst & Young LLP, independent registered public accounting firm, has audited our consolidated financial statements and schedules included in
our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013, and the effectiveness of our internal control over financial reporting as
of December 31, 2013, included in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013, as set forth in their reports, which
are incorporated by reference in this prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus. Our financial statements and schedules are
incorporated herein by reference in reliance on Ernst & Young LLP s reports, given on their authority as experts in accounting and auditing.

WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION

The prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus are part of a registration statement that we filed with the SEC covering the
securities that may be offered under this prospectus supplement. The registration statement, including the attached exhibits and schedules,
contain additional relevant information about the securities.

Additionally, we file annual, quarterly and current reports, proxy statements and other information with the SEC, all of which are made
available, free of charge, on our Internet website at http://www.hcreit.com as soon as reasonably practicable after they are filed with, or
furnished to, the SEC. The information on or connected to our Internet website is not, and shall not be deemed to be, a part of, or incorporated
into this prospectus supplement. You can review these SEC filings and the registration statement by accessing the SEC s Internet website at
http://www.sec.gov. You also may read and copy the registration statement and any reports, statements or other information on file at the SEC s
public reference room at 100 F Street, N.E., Washington, DC 20549. You can request copies of those documents upon payment of a duplicating
fee to the SEC. Please call the SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330 for further information on the operation of the public reference room. These filings with
the SEC are also available through the New York Stock Exchange, 20 Broad Street, New York, New York 10005.

Incorporation of Information Filed with the SEC

The SEC allows us to incorporate by reference the information we file with the SEC, which means:

we consider incorporated documents to be part of this prospectus supplement;

we may disclose important information to you by referring you to those documents; and

information we subsequently file with the SEC will automatically update and supersede the information in this prospectus
supplement.
Documents Incorporated By Reference

This prospectus incorporates by reference the following documents we filed with the SEC:

Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013;

Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended March 31, 2014;
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Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended June 30, 2014;

Current Reports on Form 8-K filed on February 21, 2014, April 14, 2014 (except that the information furnished pursuant to Item 7.01
of Form 8-K and the exhibits relating to such information are not incorporated into this prospectus supplement), May 6,

2014, May 30, 2014, June 24, 2014 (except that the information furnished pursuant to Item 7.01 of Form 8-K and the exhibits
relating to such information are not incorporated into this prospectus supplement), July 2, 2014, July 31, 2014 (except that the
information furnished pursuant to Item 7.01 of Form 8-K and the exhibits relating to such information are not incorporated into this
prospectus supplement), August 6, 2014 (except that the information furnished pursuant to Item 7.01 of Form 8-K and the exhibits
relating to such information are not incorporated into this prospectus supplement), August 8, 2014 and August 28, 2014 (except that
the information furnished pursuant to Item 7.01 of Form 8-K and the exhibits relating to such information are not incorporated into
this prospectus supplement);

The description of our common stock as set forth in our registration statement filed under the Exchange Act on Form 8-A on June 17,
1985, including any amendment or report filed for the purpose of updating such description;

The description of the rights to purchase our Series A Junior Participating Preferred Stock, par value $1.00 per share, associated with
our common stock, as set forth in our registration statement filed under the Exchange Act on Form 8-A on August 3, 1994, including
any amendment or report filed for the purpose of updating such description;

The description of our 6.50% Series I Cumulative Convertible Perpetual Preferred Stock as set forth in the registration statement
filed under the Exchange Act on Form 8-A on March 3, 2011, including any amendment or report filed for the purpose of updating
such description;

The description of our 6.50% Series J Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Stock as set forth in the registration statement filed under
the Exchange Act on Form 8-A on March 6, 2012, including any amendment or report filed for the purpose of updating such
description; and

All subsequent documents filed by us under Sections 13(a), 13(c), 14 or 15(d) of the Exchange Act of 1934 after the date of this
prospectus supplement and before the date this offering is terminated;
other than the portions of such documents that by statute or rule, by designation in such document or otherwise, are not deemed to be filed with
the SEC or are not required to be incorporated herein by reference.

This prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus summarize material provisions of contracts and other documents to which we
refer. Since this prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus may not contain all the information that you may find important, you
should review the full text of those documents. Upon request, we will provide each person receiving this prospectus supplement and the
accompanying prospectus a free copy, without exhibits, of any or all documents incorporated by reference into this prospectus supplement and
the accompanying prospectus. You may direct such requests to:

Erin C. Ibele

Executive Vice President, Head of Human Capital and Corporate Secretary
Health Care REIT, Inc.

4500 Dorr Street

Toledo, Ohio 43615
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HEALTH CARE REIT, INC.

DEBT SECURITIES
COMMON STOCK
PREFERRED STOCK
DEPOSITARY SHARES
WARRANTS

UNITS

We may periodically offer and sell, in one or more offerings:

debt securities

shares of common stock

shares of preferred stock

depositary shares

warrants to purchase debt securities, preferred stock, depositary shares or common stock

units consisting of one or more debt securities or other securities
We may offer these securities from time to time on terms we will determine at the time of offering. We will provide the specific terms of the
securities being offered in supplements to this prospectus prepared in connection with each offering. We may also authorize one or more free
writing prospectuses to be provided to you in connection with an offering. You should read this prospectus, the supplement for the specific
security being offered and any related free writing prospectus carefully before you invest.

We may offer these securities directly, through agents we designate periodically, or to or through underwriters or dealers. If designated agents or
underwriters are involved in the sale of any of the securities, we will disclose in the prospectus supplement their names, any applicable purchase
price, fee, compensation arrangement between or among them, and our net proceeds from such sale. See Plan of Distribution. No securities may
be sold without the delivery of the applicable prospectus supplement describing the securities and the method and terms of their offering.

Our shares of common stock are listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol HCN. Our executive offices are located at 4500 Dorr
Street, Toledo, Ohio 43615, telephone number: 419-247-2800, facsimile: 419-247-2826, and website: www.hcreit.com. Unless specifically
noted otherwise in this prospectus, all references to we, us, our, orthe Company refer to Health Care REIT, Inc. and its subsidiaries.

Investing in our securities involves risk. See _Risk Factors beginning on page 1 of this prospectus.
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The information in this prospectus is not complete and may be changed. This prospectus is not an offer to sell these securities and it is not
soliciting an offer to buy these securities in any state where the offer or sale is not permitted.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of these securities or
passed upon the adequacy or accuracy of this prospectus. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

The date of this prospectus is May 4, 2012.
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

This prospectus is part of a registration statement we filed with the SEC using a shelf registration process. Under this shelf process, we may sell
any combination of the securities described in this prospectus from time to time in one or more offerings. This prospectus provides you only

with a general description of the securities we may offer. Each time we sell securities, we will provide a prospectus supplement containing
specific information about the terms of that offering. We may also authorize one or more free writing prospectuses to be provided to you in
connection with an offering. The prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus may also add to, update or change information
contained in this prospectus. You should read this prospectus, any prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus together with
additional information described under the heading Where You Can Find Additional Information and Documents Incorporated By Reference.

This prospectus may not be used to consummate a sale of securities unless it is accompanied by a prospectus supplement. You should rely only
on the information contained and incorporated by reference in this prospectus, the applicable prospectus supplement and any related free writing
prospectus. Neither we nor the underwriters have authorized any other person to provide you with different or inconsistent information from that
contained in this prospectus, the applicable prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus. If anyone provides you with different
or inconsistent information, you should not rely on it. You should assume that the information in this prospectus, the applicable prospectus
supplement and any related free writing prospectus, as well as information we previously filed with the SEC and incorporated by reference, is
accurate only as of the date on the front cover of this prospectus, the applicable prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus.
Our business, financial condition, results of operations and prospects may have changed since those dates.

This prospectus contains and incorporates by reference market data and industry statistics and forecasts that are based on independent industry
publications and other publicly available information. Although we believe that these sources are reliable, we do not guarantee the accuracy or
completeness of this information and we have not independently verified this information. Although we are not aware of any misstatements
regarding the market and industry data presented in this prospectus and the documents incorporated herein by reference, these estimates involve
risks and uncertainties and are subject to change based on various factors, including those discussed under the heading Risk Factors contained in
the applicable prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus, and under similar headings in the other documents that are
incorporated by reference into this prospectus. Accordingly, investors should not place undue reliance on this information.

RISK FACTORS

Our business is subject to certain risks, which are discussed in our most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K, as amended or updated, under the
headings Business, Risk Factors and Management s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations. Our expected
results may not be achieved, and actual results may differ materially from our expectations. This may be a result of various factors, including,

but not limited to:

the status of the economy;

the status of capital markets, including availability and cost of capital;

issues facing the health care industry, including compliance with, and changes to, regulations and payment policies, responding to
government investigations and punitive settlements and operators /tenants difficulty in cost-effectively obtaining and maintaining
adequate liability and other insurance;

changes in financing terms;

competition within the health care, seniors housing and life science industries;
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negative developments in the operating results or financial condition of operators/tenants, including, but not limited to, their ability to
pay rent and repay loans;

our ability to transition or sell facilities with profitable results;

the failure to make new investments as and when anticipated;
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acts of God affecting our properties;

our ability to re-lease space at similar rates as vacancies occur;

our ability to timely reinvest sale proceeds at similar rates to assets sold;

operator/tenant or joint venture partner bankruptcies or insolvencies;

the cooperation of joint venture partners;

government regulations affecting Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement rates and operational requirements;

regulatory approval and market acceptance of the products and technologies of life science tenants;

liability or contract claims by or against operators/tenants;

unanticipated difficulties and/or expenditures relating to future acquisitions;

environmental laws affecting our properties;

changes in rules or practices governing our financial reporting;

the movement of U.S. and foreign exchange rates; and

legal and operational matters, including real estate investment trust qualification and key management personnel recruitment and
retention.
Updated information relating to such risks, as well as additional risks specific to the securities to be offered hereby, will be set forth in the
prospectus supplement relating to such offered securities.

CAUTIONARY STATEMENT CONCERNING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

This prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference in this prospectus contain forward-looking statements as that term is defined under
federal securities laws. These forward-looking statements include, but are not limited to, those regarding:

the possible expansion of our portfolio;
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the sale of properties;

the performance of our operators/tenants and properties;

our ability to enter into agreements with new viable tenants for vacant space or for properties that we take back from financially
troubled tenants, if any;

our occupancy rates;

our ability to acquire, develop and/or manage properties;

our ability to make distributions to stockholders;

our policies and plans regarding investments, financings and other matters;

our ability to successfully manage the risks associated with international expansion and operations;

our tax status as a real estate investment trust;

our critical accounting policies;

our ability to appropriately balance the use of debt and equity;

our ability to access capital markets or other sources of funds; and

our ability to meet earnings guidance.
When we use words such as may, will, intend, should, believe, expect, anticipate, project, estimate or similar expressions, we ar
forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements are not guarantees of future performance and involve risks and uncertainties.
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We assume no obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements or to update the reasons why actual results could differ from those
projected in any forward-looking statements.

WHERE YOU CAN FIND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we have filed with the SEC covering the securities that may be offered under this
prospectus. The registration statement, including the attached exhibits and schedules, contains additional relevant information about the
securities.

Additionally, we file annual, quarterly and current reports, proxy statements and other information with the SEC, all of which are made
available, free of charge, on our Internet website at http://www.hcreit.com as soon as reasonably practicable after they are filed with, or
furnished to, the SEC. The information on or connected to our Internet website is not, and shall not be deemed to be, a part of, or incorporated by
reference into this prospectus. You can review these SEC filings and the registration statement by accessing the SEC s Internet site at
http://www.sec.gov. You also may read and copy the registration statement and any reports, statements or other information on file at the SEC s
public reference room at 100 F Street, N.E., Washington, DC 20549. You can request copies of those documents upon payment of a duplicating
fee to the SEC. Please call the SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330 for further information on the operation of the public reference room. These filings with
the SEC are also available through the New York Stock Exchange, 20 Broad Street, New York, New York 10005.

This prospectus does not contain all the information set forth in the registration statement. We have omitted certain parts consistent with SEC
rules. For further information, please see the registration statement.

DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

The SEC allows us to incorporate by reference the information we file with the SEC, which means:

we consider incorporated documents to be part of this prospectus;

we may disclose important information to you by referring you to those documents; and

information we subsequently file with the SEC will automatically update and supersede the information in this prospectus.
This prospectus incorporates by reference the following documents we filed with the SEC; provided, however, that we are not incorporating any
documents or information deemed to have been furnished and not filed in accordance with SEC rules:

Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2011, including information specifically incorporated by reference into
the Form 10-K from our Definitive Proxy Statement on Schedule 14A filed on March 29, 2012;

Current Reports on Form 8-K filed on January 31, 2012, February 27, 2012, February 29, 2012, March 5, 2012, March 8,
2012, March 21, 2012, March 29, 2012 and April 4, 2012;

The description of our common stock as set forth in our registration statement filed under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (the
Exchange Act ) on Form 8-A on June 17, 1985, including any amendment or report for the purpose of updating such description;

The description of the rights to purchase our Series A Junior Participating Preferred Stock, par value $1.00 per share, associated with
our common stock, as set forth in our registration statement filed under the Exchange Act on Form 8-A on August 3, 1994, including
any amendment or report for the purpose of updating such description;
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The description of our 6.50% Series I Cumulative Convertible Perpetual Preferred Stock as set forth in the registration statement filed
under the Exchange Act on Form 8-A on March 3, 2011, including any amendment or report for the purpose of updating such
description;
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The description of our 6.50% Series J Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Stock as set forth in the registration statement filed under the
Exchange Act on Form 8-A on March 6, 2012, including any amendment or report for the purpose of updating such description; and

All subsequent documents filed by us under Sections 13(a), 13(c), 14 or 15(d) of the Exchange Act after the date of this prospectus and
before the termination of the offering;
other than the portions of such documents that by statute or rule, by designation in such document or otherwise, are not deemed to be filed with
the SEC or are not required to be incorporated herein by reference.

This prospectus summarizes material provisions of contracts and other documents to which we refer. Since this prospectus may not contain all
the information that you may find important, you should review the full text of those documents. Upon oral or written request, we will provide
each person receiving this prospectus a free copy of any or all documents incorporated by reference into this prospectus. You may direct such
requests to:

Erin C. Ibele
Senior Vice President-Administration and Corporate Secretary
Health Care REIT, Inc.
4500 Dorr Street
Toledo, Ohio 43615
(419) 247-2800
THE COMPANY

We are a real estate investment trust that has been at the forefront of seniors housing and health care real estate since the Company was founded
in 1970. We are an S&P 500 company headquartered in Toledo, Ohio and our portfolio spans the full spectrum of seniors housing and health
care real estate, including seniors housing communities, skilled nursing facilities, medical office buildings, inpatient and outpatient medical
centers and life science facilities. Our capital programs, when combined with comprehensive planning, development and property management
services, make us a single-source solution for acquiring, planning, developing, managing, repositioning and monetizing real estate assets.

Our principal executive offices are located at 4500 Dorr Street, Toledo, Ohio, 43615, and our telephone number is (419) 247-2800. Our website
address is www.hcreit.com. The information on our website is not part of this prospectus.

Our primary objectives are to protect stockholder capital and enhance stockholder value. We seek to pay consistent cash dividends to
stockholders and create opportunities to increase dividend payments to stockholders as a result of annual increases in rental and interest income
and portfolio growth. To meet these objectives, we invest across the full spectrum of seniors housing and health care real estate and diversify our
investment portfolio by property type, customer and geographic location.

For additional information regarding our business, please see the information under the heading Business in our most recent Annual Report on
Form 10-K, which is incorporated by reference in this prospectus.

USE OF PROCEEDS

Unless otherwise described in a prospectus supplement or any free writing prospectus we have authorized for use in connection with a specific
offering, we intend to use the net proceeds from the sale of any securities under this prospectus for general corporate purposes which may
include repaying advances under our unsecured lines of credit, repaying other outstanding indebtedness and investing in health care and seniors
housing properties. Until the proceeds from a sale of securities by us are applied to their intended uses, they may be invested in short-term,
investment grade, interest-bearing securities, certificates of deposit or indirect or guaranteed obligations of the United States. We will include a
more detailed description of the use of proceeds of any specific offering in the applicable prospectus supplement relating to any such offering or
in any free writing prospectus we have authorized for use in connection with any such offering.
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RATIOS OF EARNINGS TO FIXED CHARGES AND
EARNINGS TO COMBINED FIXED CHARGES
AND PREFERRED STOCK DIVIDENDS

The table below sets forth our ratios of earnings to fixed charges and earnings to combined fixed charges and preferred stock dividends for the
periods indicated. The ratio of earnings to fixed charges was computed by dividing earnings by our fixed charges. The ratio of earnings to
combined fixed charges and preferred stock dividends was computed by dividing earnings by our combined fixed charges and preferred stock
dividends. For purposes of calculating these ratios, earnings includes income from continuing operations before extraordinary items, excluding
the equity earnings in a less than 50% owned subsidiary, plus fixed charges and reduced by capitalized interest. Fixed charges consists of interest
on all indebtedness and the amortization of loan expenses or interest expensed and capitalized and the amortized premiums, discounts and
capitalized expenses related to indebtedness.

Year Ended December 31,
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Consolidated ratio of earnings to fixed charges (unaudited) 1.72 1.85 1.92 1.43 1.51
Consolidated ratio of earnings to combined fixed charges and preferred stock
dividends (unaudited) 1.43 1.58 1.64 1.25 1.27

In computing the ratio of earnings to combined fixed charges and preferred stock dividends, preferred stock dividends consist of dividends on
the following:

4,000,000 shares of 7 7/8% Series D Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Stock issued in July 2003, which were redeemed by the
Company in April 2012.

1,060,000 shares of 6% Series E Cumulative Convertible and Redeemable Preferred Stock issued in September 2003, which were
eliminated from our certificate of incorporation in November 2010.

7,000,000 shares of 7 5/8% Series F Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Stock issued in September 2004, which were redeemed by the
Company in April 2012.

2,100,000 shares of 7.5% Series G Cumulative Convertible Preferred Stock issued in December 2006, which were eliminated from our
certificate of incorporation in November 2010.

349,854 shares of 6% Series H Cumulative Convertible and Redeemable Preferred Stock issued in December 2010.

14,375,000 shares of 6.50% Series I Cumulative Convertible Perpetual Preferred Stock issued in March 2011.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE OFFERED SECURITIES

We may offer under this prospectus one or more of the following categories of our securities:

debt securities, in one or more series;
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shares of our common stock, par value $1.00 per share;

shares of our preferred stock, par value $1.00 per share, in one or more series;

depositary shares, representing interests in our preferred stock, in one or more series;

warrants to purchase any of the foregoing securities; and

units consisting of any combination of the foregoing securities.

The terms of any specific offering of securities, including the terms of any units offered, will be set forth in a prospectus supplement or any free

writing prospectus relating to such offering.
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Our certificate of incorporation authorizes us to issue 400,000,000 shares of common stock and 50,000,000 shares of preferred stock. Of our
preferred stock:

13,000 shares have been designated as Junior Participating Preferred Stock, Series A;

4,000,000 shares have been designated as 7 7/8% Series D Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Stock;

7,000,000 shares have been designated as 7 5/8% Series F Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Stock;

349,854 shares have been designated as 6% Series H Cumulative Convertible and Redeemable Preferred Stock;

14,375,000 shares have been designated as 6.50% Series I Cumulative Convertible Perpetual Preferred Stock; and

11,500,000 shares have been designated as 6.50% Series J Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Stock.
As of April 30, 2012, we had outstanding 213,818,411 shares of common stock, 349,854 shares of Series H Preferred Stock, 14,375,000 shares
of Series I Preferred Stock and 11,500,000 shares of Series J Preferred Stock. All of the outstanding shares of Series D Preferred Stock and
Series F Preferred Stock were redeemed by the Company in April 2012.

Our common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol HCN. We intend to apply to list any additional shares of

common stock that are issued and sold hereunder. Our Series I Preferred Stock and Series J Preferred Stock are listed on the New York Stock
Exchange under the symbols HCN PrI and HCN PrJ, respectively. We may apply to list shares of any series of preferred stock or any depositary
shares which are offered and sold hereunder, as described in the applicable prospectus supplement or any free writing prospectus relating to such
preferred stock or depositary shares.

For a discussion of the taxation of the Company and the material federal tax consequences to you as a holder of our common stock and debt

securities offered under this prospectus, see Item 1 Business Taxation Federal Income Tax Considerations included in our most recent Annual
Report on Form 10-K. The applicable prospectus supplement or any free writing prospectus delivered with this prospectus will provide any

necessary information about additional federal income tax considerations, if any, related to the particular securities being offered.

DESCRIPTION OF DEBT SECURITIES

The debt securities sold under this prospectus will be our direct obligations, which may be secured or unsecured, and which may be senior or
subordinated indebtedness. The debt securities may be guaranteed on a secured or unsecured, senior or subordinated basis, by one or more of our
subsidiaries. The debt securities will be issued under one or more indentures between us and a specified trustee. Any indenture will be subject to
and governed by the Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as amended. The statements made in this prospectus relating to any indentures and the debt
securities to be issued under the indentures are summaries of certain provisions or anticipated provisions of the indentures.

The following is a summary of the material terms of our debt securities. Because it is a summary, it does not contain all of the information that
may be important to you. If you want more information, you should read the indenture, dated as of March 15, 2010, between us and The Bank of
New York Mellon Trust, N.A., as trustee (the senior debt indenture ), for senior debt securities and the forms of indentures for senior
subordinated and junior subordinated debt securities which we have filed as exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a
part. We will file any final indentures for senior subordinated and junior subordinated debt securities and supplemental indentures for senior debt
securities or senior subordinated or junior subordinated debt securities if we issue debt securities of this type. See  Where You Can Find
Additional Information. This summary is also subject to and qualified by reference to the descriptions of the particular terms of the securities
described in the applicable prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus.
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General

We may issue debt securities that rank senior,  senior subordinated or junior subordinated. The debt securities that we refer to as senior will be
our direct obligations and will rank equally and ratably in right of payment with our other indebtedness not subordinated. We may issue debt

securities that will be subordinated in right of payment to the prior payment in full of senior debt, as defined in the applicable prospectus

supplement or any related free writing prospectus, and may rank equally and ratably with the other senior subordinated indebtedness. We refer to

these as senior subordinated securities. We may also issue debt securities that may be subordinated in right of payment to the senior

subordinated securities. These would be junior subordinated securities. We have filed with the registration statement, of which this prospectus is

a part, the senior debt indenture and two separate forms of indenture, one for the senior subordinated securities and one for the junior

subordinated securities. We refer to each of these three indentures as an indenture. We refer to senior subordinated and junior subordinated

securities as  subordinated.

We may issue the debt securities without limit as to aggregate principal amount, in one or more series, in each case as we establish in one or
more supplemental indentures. We need not issue all debt securities of one series at the same time. Unless we otherwise provide, we may reopen
a series, without the consent of the holders of the series, for issuances of additional securities of that series.

The senior debt indenture provides and we anticipate that any other indenture will provide that we may, but need not, designate more than one
trustee under an indenture, each with respect to one or more series of debt securities. Any trustee under any indenture may resign or be removed
with respect to one or more series of debt securities, and we may appoint a successor trustee to act with respect to that series. The applicable
prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus will describe the specific terms relating to the series of debt securities we will
offer, including, where applicable, the following:

the title and series designation and whether they are senior securities, senior subordinated securities or subordinated securities;

the aggregate principal amount of the securities;

the percentage of the principal amount at which we will issue the debt securities and, if other than the principal amount of the debt
securities, the portion of the principal amount of the debt securities payable upon maturity of the debt securities;

if convertible, the securities into which they are convertible, the initial conversion price, the conversion period and any other terms
governing such conversion;

the stated maturity date;

any fixed or variable interest rate or rates per annum;

if other than at the corporate trust office of the trustee, the place where principal, premium, if any, and interest will be payable and
where the debt securities can be surrendered for transfer, exchange or conversion;

the date from which interest may accrue and any interest payment dates;

any sinking fund requirements;
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any provisions for redemption, including the redemption price and any remarketing arrangements;

any provisions for denomination or payment of the securities in a foreign currency or units of two or more foreign currencies;

the events of default and covenants of such securities, to the extent different from or in addition to those described in this prospectus;

whether we will issue the debt securities in certificated or book-entry form;

whether the debt securities will be in registered or bearer form and, if in registered form, the denominations if other than in even
multiples of $1,000 and, if in bearer form, the denominations and terms and conditions relating thereto;
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whether we will issue any of the debt securities in permanent global form and, if so, the terms and conditions, if any, upon which
interests in the global security may be exchanged, in whole or in part, for the individual debt securities represented by the global
security;

the applicability, if any, of the defeasance and covenant defeasance provisions described in this prospectus or any prospectus
supplement;

any provisions for payment of additional amounts on the securities in respect of any tax, assessment or governmental charge and rights
for us to redeem the debt securities instead of making this payment;

the subordination provisions, if any, relating to the debt securities;

if the debt securities are to be issued upon the exercise of debt warrants, the time, manner and place for them to be authenticated and
delivered;

whether any of our subsidiaries will be bound by the terms of the indenture, in particular any restrictive covenants;

the provisions relating to any security provided for the debt securities; and

the provisions relating to any guarantee of the debt securities.
We may issue debt securities at less than the principal amount payable at maturity. We refer to these securities as original issue discount
securities. If material or applicable, we will describe in the applicable prospectus supplement special U.S. federal income tax, accounting and
other considerations applicable to original issue discount securities.

Except as may be described in any prospectus supplement, an indenture will not contain any provisions that would limit our ability to incur
indebtedness or that would afford holders of the debt securities protection in the event of a highly leveraged or similar transaction involving us
or in the event of a change of control. You should review carefully the applicable prospectus supplement for information with respect to events
of default and covenants applicable to the securities being offered.

Denominations, Interest, Registration and Transfer

Unless otherwise described in the applicable prospectus supplement, we will issue the debt securities of any series that are registered securities
in denominations that are even multiples of $1,000, other than global securities, which may be of any denomination.

Unless otherwise specified in the applicable prospectus supplement, we will pay the interest, principal and any premium at the corporate trust
office of the trustee, such other address as the trustee may designate from time to time by notice to the holders and the Company or the principal
corporate trust office of any successor trustee. At our option, however, we may make payment of interest by check mailed to the address of the
person entitled to the payment as it appears in the applicable register or by wire transfer of funds to that person at an account maintained within
the United States.

If we do not punctually pay or otherwise provide for interest on any interest payment date, the defaulted interest will be paid either:

to the person in whose name the debt security is registered at the close of business on a special record date the trustee will fix; or
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in any other lawful manner, all as the applicable indenture describes.
You may have your debt securities divided into more debt securities of smaller denominations or combined into fewer debt securities of larger
denominations, as long as the total principal amount is not changed. We call this an exchange. You may exchange or transfer debt securities at
the office of the applicable trustee. The trustee acts as our agent for registering debt securities in the names of holders and transferring debt
securities. We may change this appointment to another entity or perform it ourselves.

Table of Contents 50



Edgar Filing: HEALTH CARE REIT INC /DE/ - Form 424B5

Table of Conten

The entity performing the role of maintaining the list of registered holders is called the registrar. It will also perform transfers. You will not be
required to pay a service charge to transfer or exchange debt securities, but you may be required to pay for any tax or other governmental charge
associated with the exchange or transfer. The registrar will make the transfer or exchange only if it is satisfied with your proof of ownership.

Merger, Consolidation or Sale of Assets

Under an indenture, we are or generally will be permitted to consolidate or merge with another company. In addition, we are or will be permitted
to sell substantially all of our assets to another company, or to buy substantially all of the assets of another company. However, we may not take
any of these actions unless the following conditions are met:

if we merge out of existence or sell our assets, the other company must be an entity organized under the laws of one of the states of the
United States or the District of Columbia or under United States federal law and must agree to be legally responsible for our debt
securities; and

immediately after the merger, sale of assets or other transaction, we may not be in default on the debt securities. A default for this
purpose would include any event that would be an event of default if the requirements regarding notice of default or continuing default
for a specific period of time were disregarded.

Certain Covenants

Existence. Except as permitted and described above under =~ Merger, Consolidation or Sale of Assets, we will agree to do all things necessary to
preserve and keep our existence, rights and franchises, provided that it is in our best interests for the conduct of business.

Provisions of Financial Information. To the extent permitted by law, we will agree to file all annual, quarterly and other reports and financial
statements with the SEC and the trustee on or before the applicable SEC filing dates whether or not we remain required to do so under the
Exchange Act.

Additional Covenants. Any additional or different covenants or modifications to the foregoing covenants with respect to any series of debt
securities will be described in the applicable prospectus supplement.

Events of Default and Related Matters

Events of Default. The term event of default for any series of debt securities means any of the following:

We do not pay the principal or any premium on a debt security of that series within 30 days after its maturity date.

We do not pay interest on a debt security of that series within 30 days after its due date.

We do not deposit any sinking fund payment for that series within 30 days after its due date.

We remain in breach of any other term of the applicable indenture (other than a term added to the indenture solely for the benefit of
another series) for 60 days after we receive a written notice of default from the trustee or holders of at least a majority in principal
amount of debt securities of the affected series specifying the breach and requiring it to be remedied.
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We default under any of our other indebtedness in specified amounts after the expiration of any applicable grace period, which default
results in the acceleration of the maturity of such indebtedness. Such default is not an event of default if the other indebtedness is
discharged, or the acceleration is rescinded or annulled, within a period of 10 days after we receive a written notice from the trustee or
holders of at least a majority in principal amount of debt securities of the affected series specifying the default and requiring that we
discharge the other indebtedness or cause the acceleration to be rescinded or annulled.

We or one of our significant subsidiaries, if any, files for bankruptcy or certain other events in bankruptcy, insolvency or reorganization
occur. The term significant subsidiary means each of our significant subsidiaries, if any, as defined in Regulation S-X under the
Securities Act of 1933 (the Securities Act ).

Any other event of default described in the applicable prospectus supplement occurs.
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Remedies if an Event of Default Occurs. 1f an event of default has occurred and has not been cured, the trustee or the holders of at least a
majority in principal amount of the debt securities of the affected series may declare the entire principal amount of all the debt securities of that
series to be due and immediately payable. If an event of default occurs because of certain events in bankruptcy, insolvency or reorganization, the
principal amount of all the debt securities of that series will be automatically accelerated, without any action by the trustee or any holder. At any
time after the trustee or the holders have accelerated any series of debt securities, but before a judgment or decree for payment of the money due
has been obtained, the holders of at least a majority in principal amount of the debt securities of the affected series may, under certain
circumstances, rescind and annul such acceleration.

The trustee will be required to give notice to the holders of debt securities within 90 days after a default under the applicable indenture unless the
default has been cured or waived. The trustee may withhold notice to the holders of any series of debt securities of any default with respect to
that series, except a default in the payment of the principal of or interest on any debt security of that series, if specified responsible officers of the
trustee in good faith determine that withholding the notice is in the interest of the holders.

Except in cases of default, where the trustee has some special duties, the trustee is not required to take any action under the applicable indenture
at the request of any holders unless the holders offer the trustee reasonable protection from expenses and liability. We refer to this as an

indemnity. If reasonable indemnity satisfactory to it is provided, the holders of a majority in principal amount of the outstanding securities of the
relevant series may direct the time, method and place of conducting any lawsuit or other formal legal action seeking any remedy available to the
trustee. These majority holders may also direct the trustee in performing any other action under the applicable indenture, subject to certain
limitations.

Before you bypass the trustee and bring your own lawsuit or other formal legal action or take other steps to enforce your rights or protect your
interests relating to the debt securities, the following must occur:

you must give the trustee written notice that an event of default has occurred and remains uncured;

the holders of at least a majority in principal amount of all outstanding securities of the relevant series must make a written request that
the trustee take action because of the default, and must offer reasonable indemnity to the trustee against the cost and other liabilities of
taking that action; and

the trustee must have not taken action for 60 days after receipt of the notice and offer of indemnity.
However, you are entitled at any time to bring a lawsuit for the payment of money due on your security after its due date.

Every year we will furnish to the trustee a written statement by certain of our officers certifying that to their knowledge we are in compliance
with the applicable indenture, or else specifying any default.

Modification of an Indenture
There are three types of changes we can make to the indentures and the debt securities:

Changes Requiring Your Approval. First, there are changes we cannot make to your debt securities without your specific approval. The
following is a list of those types of changes:

change the stated maturity of the principal or interest on a debt security;

reduce any amounts due on a debt security;
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reduce the amount of principal payable upon acceleration of the maturity of a debt security following a default;

change the currency of payment on a debt security;

impair your right to sue for payment;

modify the subordination provisions, if any, in a manner that is adverse to you;
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reduce the percentage of holders of debt securities whose consent is needed to modify or amend an indenture or to waive compliance
with certain provisions of an indenture;

reduce the percentage of holders of debt securities whose consent is needed to waive past defaults or change certain provisions of the
indenture relating to waivers of default; or

waive a default or event of default in the payment of principal, interest, or premium, if any, on the debt securities.
Changes Requiring A Majority Vote. The second type of change is the kind that requires the vote of holders of debt securities owning a
majority of the principal amount of the particular series affected. Most changes fall into this category, except for clarifying changes and certain
other changes that would not materially adversely affect holders of the debt securities. We require the same vote to obtain a waiver of a past
default; however, we cannot obtain a waiver of a payment default or any other aspect of an indenture or the debt securities listed in the first
category described above under ~ Changes Requiring Your Approval unless we obtain your individual consent to the waiver.

Changes Not Requiring Approval. The third type of change does not require any vote by holders of debt securities. This type is limited to
clarifications and certain other changes that would not materially adversely affect holders of the debt securities.

Further Details Concerning Voting. Debt securities are not considered outstanding, and therefore the holders of debt securities are not eligible
to vote on matters relating thereto, if we have deposited or set aside in trust for such holders money for payment or redemption of debt securities
or if we or one of our affiliates own the debt securities. The holders of debt securities are also not eligible to vote if the debt securities have been
fully defeased as described below under ~ Discharge, Defeasance and Covenant Defeasance Full Defeasance.

Discharge, Defeasance and Covenant Defeasance

Discharge. We may discharge some obligations to holders of any series of debt securities that either have become due and payable or will
become due and payable within one year, or scheduled for redemption within one year, by irrevocably depositing with the trustee, in trust, funds
in the applicable currency in an amount sufficient to pay the debt securities, including any premium and interest.

Full Defeasance. We can, under particular circumstances, effect a full defeasance of your series of debt securities. By this we mean we can
legally release ourselves from any payment or other obligations on the debt securities if, among other things, we put in place the arrangements
described below to repay you and deliver certain certificates and opinions to the trustee:

we must deposit in trust for your benefit and the benefit of all other direct holders of the debt securities a combination of money or U.S.
government or U.S. government agency notes or bonds or, in some circumstances, depositary receipts representing these notes or bonds,
that will generate enough cash to make interest, principal and any other payments on the debt securities on their various due dates;

under current federal income tax law, the deposit and our legal release from the debt securities would be treated as though we redeemed
your debt securities in exchange for your share of the cash and notes or bonds deposited in trust. This treatment would result in sale or
exchange treatment of your notes, which would cause you to recognize gain or loss equal to the amount described in Item

1 Business Taxation U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations U.S. Federal Income and Estate Taxation of Holders of Our Debt
Securities U.S. Holders Sale, Exchange or Other Disposition of Notes included in our most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K; and

we must deliver to the trustee a legal opinion confirming the tax law change described above.
If we did accomplish full defeasance, you would have to rely solely on the trust deposit for repayment on the debt securities. You could not look
to us for repayment in the unlikely event of any shortfall. Conversely, the trust deposit would most likely be protected from claims of our lenders
and other creditors if we ever became bankrupt or insolvent. You would also be released from any subordination provisions.
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Covenant Defeasance. We can make the same type of deposit described above and be released from some of the restrictive covenants in the
debt securities. This is called covenant defeasance. In that event, you would lose the protection of those restrictive covenants but would gain the
protection of having money and securities set aside in trust to repay the securities and you would be released from any subordination provisions.

If we did accomplish covenant defeasance, the following provisions of an indenture and the debt securities would no longer apply:

any covenants applicable to the series of debt securities and described in the applicable prospectus supplement;

any subordination provisions; and

certain events of default relating to breach of covenants and acceleration of the maturity of other debt set forth in any prospectus
supplement.
If we did accomplish covenant defeasance, you could still look to us for repayment of the debt securities if a shortfall in the trust deposit
occurred. If one of the remaining events of default occurred, for example, our bankruptcy, and the debt securities became immediately due and
payable, there may be a shortfall. Depending on the event causing the default, you may not be able to obtain payment of the shortfall.

Subordination

We will describe in the applicable prospectus supplement the terms and conditions, if any, upon which any series of senior subordinated
securities or junior subordinated securities is subordinated to debt securities of another series or to our other indebtedness. The terms will include
a description of:

the indebtedness ranking senior to the debt securities being offered;

the restrictions, if any, on payments to the holders of the debt securities being offered while a default with respect to the senior
indebtedness is continuing;

the restrictions, if any, on payments to the holders of the debt securities being offered following an event of default; and

provisions requiring holders of the debt securities being offered to remit some payments to holders of senior indebtedness.

Guarantees

Our payment obligations under any series of our debt securities may be guaranteed by some or all of our subsidiaries. The guarantees may be
secured or unsecured and may be senior or subordinated obligations. The guarantors will be identified and the terms of the guarantees will be
described in the applicable prospectus supplement.

Global Securities

If so set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement, we may issue the debt securities of a series in whole or in part in the form of one or more
global securities that will be deposited with a depositary identified in the prospectus supplement. We may issue global securities in either
registered or bearer form and in either temporary or permanent form. The specific terms of the depositary arrangement with respect to any series
of debt securities will be described in the prospectus supplement.

DESCRIPTION OF OUR COMMON STOCK
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The following is a summary of certain terms of our common stock. Because this summary is not complete, you should refer to our certificate of
incorporation and by-laws, which documents provide additional information regarding our common stock. See also Description of Certain
Provisions of Our Certificate of Incorporation and
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By-Laws below. Copies of our certificate of incorporation and by-laws, as amended, are incorporated by reference as exhibits to the registration
statement of which this prospectus is a part. This summary is also subject to and qualified by reference to the description of the particular terms
of the securities described in the applicable prospectus supplement or any related free writing prospectus.

Common stockholders are entitled to receive dividends when declared by the board of directors and after payment of, or provision for, full
cumulative dividends on and any required redemptions of shares of preferred stock then outstanding. Common stockholders have one vote per
share, and there are no cumulative voting rights. If we are voluntarily or involuntarily liquidated or dissolved, common stockholders are to share
ratably in our distributable assets remaining after the satisfaction of all of our debts and liabilities and the preferred stockholders prior

preferential rights. Common stockholders do not have preemptive rights. The common stock will be, when issued, fully paid and nonassessable.
The common stock is subject to restrictions on transfer under certain circumstances described under Restrictions on Transfer of Securities below.
The transfer agent for our common stock is Computershare Shareowner Services LLC.

The rights, preferences and privileges of holders of our common stock are subject to, and may be adversely affected by, the rights of the holders
of shares of any series of our preferred stock which are outstanding or which we may designate and issue in the future. See Description of Our
Preferred Stock below.

DESCRIPTION OF OUR PREFERRED STOCK

The following is a summary description of the material terms of our shares of preferred stock. Because it is a summary, it does not contain all of
the information that may be important to you. If you want more information, you should read our certificate of incorporation and by-laws, copies
of which are incorporated by reference as exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part. This summary is also subject to
and qualified by reference to the description of the particular terms of the securities described in the applicable prospectus supplement or any
related free writing prospectus.

General

Our board of directors or a duly authorized committee thereof will determine the designations, preferences, limitations and relative rights of our
authorized and unissued preferred stock. These may include:

the distinctive designation of each series and the number of shares that will constitute the series;

the voting rights, if any, of shares of the series;

the distribution rate on the shares of the series, any restriction, limitation or condition upon the payment of the distribution, whether
distributions will be cumulative, and the dates on which distributions are payable;

if the shares are redeemable, the prices at which, and the terms and conditions on which, the shares of the series may be redeemed;

the purchase or sinking fund provisions, if any, for the purchase or redemption of shares of the series;

any preferential amount payable upon shares of the series upon our liquidation or the distribution of our assets;

if the shares are convertible, the price or rates of conversion at which, and the terms and conditions on which, the shares of the series
may be converted into other securities; and
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whether the series can be exchanged, at our option, into debt securities, and the terms and conditions of any permitted exchange.
The issuance of shares of preferred stock, or the issuance of rights to purchase shares of preferred stock, could discourage an unsolicited
acquisition proposal. In addition, the rights of holders of shares of our common stock will be subject to, and may be adversely affected by, the
rights of holders of any shares of preferred stock that we may issue in the future.
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The following describes some general terms and provisions of the preferred stock to which a prospectus supplement or a related free writing
prospectus may relate. The statements below describing the preferred stock are in all respects subject to and qualified in their entirety by
reference to the applicable provisions of our certificate of incorporation, including any applicable certificate of designation, and our by-laws.

The prospectus supplement or any related free writing prospectus will describe the specific terms as to each issuance of shares of preferred
stock, including:

the description of the preferred stock;

the number of shares of preferred stock offered;

the offering price of the shares of preferred stock;

the distribution rate, when distributions will be paid, or the method of determining the distribution rate if it is based on a formula or not
otherwise fixed;

the date from which distributions on the shares of preferred stock shall accumulate;

the voting rights, if any, of the holders of the shares of preferred stock;

the provisions for any auctioning or remarketing, if any, of the shares of preferred stock;

the provision, if any, for redemption or a sinking fund;

the liquidation preference per share;

any listing of the shares of preferred stock on a securities exchange;

whether the shares of preferred stock will be convertible and, if so, the security into which they are convertible and the terms and
conditions of conversion, including the conversion price or the manner of determining it;

whether interests in the shares of preferred stock will be represented by depositary shares as more fully described below under
Description of Depositary Shares;

a discussion of federal income tax considerations;

the relative ranking and preferences of the shares of preferred stock as to distribution and liquidation rights;
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any limitations on issuance of any shares of preferred stock ranking senior to or on a parity with the series of preferred stock being
offered as to distribution and liquidation rights;

any limitations on direct or beneficial ownership and restrictions on transfer, in each case as may be appropriate to preserve our status
as a real estate investment trust; and

any other specific terms, preferences, rights, limitations or restrictions of the shares of preferred stock.
As described under Description of Depositary Shares, we may, at our option, elect to offer depositary shares evidenced by depositary receipts. If
we elect to do this, each depositary receipt will represent a fractional interest in a share of the particular series of preferred stock issued and
deposited with a depositary. The applicable prospectus supplement will specify that fractional interest.

The shares of preferred stock are subject to restrictions on transfer under certain circumstances described under Restrictions on Transfer of
Securities below.

Rank

Unless our board of directors otherwise determines and we so specify in the applicable prospectus supplement, we expect that the shares of
preferred stock will, with respect to distribution rights and rights upon liquidation or dissolution, rank senior to all of our shares of common
stock.
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Holders of shares of preferred stock of each series will be entitled to receive cash and/or share distributions at the rates and on the dates shown in
the applicable prospectus supplement. Even though the shares of preferred stock may specify a fixed rate of distribution, our board of directors
must authorize and declare those distributions and they may be paid only out of assets legally available for payment. We will pay each

distribution to holders of record as they appear on our share transfer books on the record dates fixed by our board of directors. In the case of

shares of preferred stock represented by depositary receipts, the records of the depositary referred to under Description of Depositary Shares will
determine the persons to whom dividends are payable.

Distributions on any series of preferred stock may be cumulative or noncumulative, as provided in the applicable prospectus supplement. We
refer to each particular series, for ease of reference, as the applicable series. Cumulative distributions will be cumulative from and after the date
shown in the applicable prospectus supplement. If our board of directors fails to authorize a distribution on any applicable series that is
noncumulative, the holders will have no right to receive, and we will have no obligation to pay, a distribution in respect of the applicable
distribution period, whether or not distributions on that series are declared payable in the future. If the applicable series is entitled to a
cumulative distribution, we may not declare, or pay or set aside for payment, any full distributions on any other series of preferred stock ranking,
as to distributions, on a parity with or junior to the applicable series, unless we declare, and either pay or set aside for payment, full cumulative
distributions on the applicable series for all past distribution periods and the then current distribution period. If the applicable series does not
have a cumulative distribution, we must declare, and pay or set aside for payment, full distributions for the then current distribution period only.
When distributions are not paid, or set aside for payment, in full upon any applicable series and the shares of any other series ranking on a parity
as to distributions with the applicable series, we must declare, and pay or set aside for payment, all distributions upon the applicable series and
any other parity series proportionately, in accordance with accrued and unpaid distributions of the several series. For these purposes, accrued and
unpaid distributions do not include unpaid distribution periods on noncumulative preferred stock. No interest will be payable in respect of any
distribution payment that may be in arrears.

Except as provided in the immediately preceding paragraph, unless we declare, and pay or set aside for payment, full cumulative distributions,
including for the then current period, on any cumulative applicable series, we may not declare, or pay or set aside for payment, any distributions
upon shares of common stock or any other equity securities ranking junior to or on a parity with the applicable series as to distributions or upon
liquidation. The foregoing restriction does not apply to distributions paid in shares of common stock or other equity securities ranking junior to
the applicable series as to distributions and upon liquidation. If the applicable series is noncumulative, we need only declare, and pay or set aside
for payment, the distribution for the then current period, before declaring distributions on shares of common stock or junior or parity securities.
In addition, under the circumstances that we could not declare a distribution, we may not redeem, purchase or otherwise acquire for any
consideration any shares of common stock or other parity or junior equity securities, except upon conversion into or exchange for shares of
common stock or other junior equity securities. We may, however, make purchases and redemptions otherwise prohibited pursuant to certain
redemptions or pro rata offers to purchase the outstanding shares of the applicable series and any other parity series of preferred stock.

We will credit any distribution payment made on an applicable series first against the earliest accrued but unpaid distribution due with respect to
the series.

Redemption

We may have the right or may be required to redeem one or more series of preferred stock, as a whole or in part, in each case upon the terms, if
any, and at the times and at the redemption prices shown in the applicable prospectus supplement.

If a series of preferred stock is subject to mandatory redemption, we will specify in the applicable prospectus supplement the number of shares
we are required to redeem, when those redemptions start, the redemption price, and any other terms and conditions affecting the redemption. The
redemption price will include all accrued and unpaid distributions, except in the case of noncumulative preferred stock. The redemption price
may be payable in cash or other property, as specified in the applicable prospectus supplement.
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If the redemption price for shares of preferred stock of any series is payable only from the net proceeds of our issuance of shares of capital stock,
the terms of the preferred stock may provide that, if no shares of such capital stock shall have been issued or to the extent the net proceeds from
any issuance are insufficient to pay in full the aggregate redemption price then due, the shares of preferred stock will automatically and
mandatorily be converted into shares of the applicable capital stock pursuant to conversion provisions specified in the applicable prospectus
supplement.

Liquidation Preference

The applicable prospectus supplement will show the liquidation preference of the applicable series. Upon our voluntary or involuntary
liquidation, before any distribution may be made to the holders of our shares of common stock or any other shares of capital stock ranking junior
in the distribution of assets upon any liquidation to the applicable series, the holders of that series will be entitled to receive, out of our assets
legally available for distribution to stockholders, liquidating distributions in the amount of the liquidation preference, plus an amount equal to all
distributions accrued and unpaid. In the case of a noncumulative applicable series, accrued and unpaid distributions include only the then current
distribution period. Unless otherwise provided in the applicable prospectus supplement, after payment of the full amount of the liquidating
distributions to which they are entitled, the holders of shares of preferred stock will have no right or claim to any of our remaining assets. If
liquidating distributions shall have been made in full to all holders of shares of preferred stock, our remaining assets will be distributed among
the holders of any other shares of capital stock ranking junior to the shares of preferred stock upon liquidation, according to their rights and
preferences and in each case according to their number of shares.

If, upon any voluntary or involuntary liquidation, our available assets are insufficient to pay the amount of the liquidating distributions on all
outstanding shares of that series and the corresponding amounts payable on all shares of capital stock ranking on a parity in the distribution of
assets with that series, then the holders of that series and all other equally ranking shares of capital stock shall share ratably in the distribution in
proportion to the full liquidating distributions to which they would otherwise be entitled. For these purposes, our consolidation or merger with or
into any other corporation or other entity, or the sale, lease or conveyance of all or substantially all of our property or business, shall not be
deemed to constitute a liquidation.

Voting Rights

Holders of the shares of preferred stock will not have any voting rights, except as described below or as otherwise from time to time required by
law or as specified in the applicable prospectus supplement. As more fully described under Description of Depositary Shares below, if we elect
to issue depositary shares, each representing a fraction of a share of a series of preferred stock, each holder thereof will in effect be entitled to a
fraction of a vote per depositary share.

Unless otherwise provided for in an applicable series, so long as any shares of preferred stock are outstanding, we may not, without the
affirmative vote or consent of the holders of a majority of the shares (or such greater vote or consent as is required by the then current rules of
any stock exchange or trading market on which we shall have listed the applicable series of preferred stock for trading or as otherwise provided
in our organizational documents) of each series of preferred stock outstanding at that time:

authorize, create or increase the authorized or issued amount of any class or series of shares of capital stock ranking senior to that series
of preferred stock with respect to distribution and liquidation rights;

reclassify any authorized shares of capital stock into a series of shares of capital stock ranking senior to that series of preferred stock
with respect to distribution and liquidation rights;

create, authorize or issue any security or obligation convertible into or evidencing the right to purchase any shares of capital stock
ranking senior to that series of preferred stock with respect to distribution and liquidation rights; and

amend, alter or repeal the provisions of our certificate of incorporation relating to that series of preferred stock that materially and
adversely affects the series of preferred stock.
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The authorization, creation or increase of the authorized or issued amount of any class or series of shares of capital stock ranking on parity with
or junior to a series of preferred stock with respect to distribution and liquidation rights will not be deemed to materially and adversely affect
that series.

Conversion Rights

We will describe in the applicable prospectus supplement the terms and conditions, if any, upon which you may, or we may require you to,
convert shares of any series of preferred stock into shares of common stock or any other class or series of shares of capital stock. The terms will
include the number of shares of common stock or other capital stock into which the shares of preferred stock are convertible, the conversion
price or manner of determining it, the conversion period, provisions as to whether conversion will be at the option of the holders of the series or
at our option, the events requiring an adjustment of the conversion price, and provisions affecting conversion upon the redemption of shares of
the series.

Our Exchange Rights

We will describe in the applicable prospectus supplement the terms and conditions, if any, upon which we can require you to exchange shares of
any series of preferred stock for debt securities. If an exchange is required, you will receive debt securities with a principal amount equal to the
liquidation preference of the applicable series of preferred stock. The other terms and provisions of the debt securities will not be materially less
favorable to you than those of the series of preferred stock being exchanged.

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITARY SHARES

This section describes the general terms and provisions of shares of preferred stock represented by depositary shares. The applicable prospectus
supplement and any related free writing prospectus will describe the specific terms of the depositary shares offered through that prospectus
supplement and any general terms outlined in this section that will not apply to those depositary shares.

We have summarized in this section certain terms and provisions of the deposit agreement, the depositary shares and the receipts representing
depositary shares. The summary is not complete. You should read the forms of deposit agreement and depositary receipt that we will file with
the SEC at or before the time of the offering of the depositary shares for additional information before you buy any depositary shares.

General

We may, at our option, elect to offer fractional interests in shares of preferred stock, rather than shares of preferred stock. If we exercise this
option, we will appoint a depositary to issue depositary receipts representing those fractional interests. Shares of preferred stock of each series
represented by depositary shares will be deposited under a separate deposit agreement between us and the depositary. The prospectus
supplement relating to a series of depositary shares will provide the name and address of the depositary. Subject to the terms of the applicable
deposit agreement, each owner of depositary shares will be entitled to all of the dividend, voting, conversion, redemption, liquidation and other
rights and preferences of the shares of preferred stock represented by those depositary shares.

Depositary receipts issued pursuant to the applicable deposit agreement will evidence ownership of depositary shares. Upon surrender of
depositary receipts at the office of the depositary, and upon payment of the charges provided in and subject to the terms of the deposit
agreement, a holder of depositary shares will be entitled to receive the shares of preferred stock underlying the surrendered depositary receipts.

Distributions

A depositary will be required to distribute all dividends or other cash distributions received in respect of the applicable shares of preferred stock
to the record holders of depositary receipts evidencing the related depositary shares in proportion to the number of depositary receipts owned by
the holders. Fractions will be rounded down to the nearest whole cent.
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If the distribution is other than in cash, a depositary will be required to distribute property received by it to the record holders of depositary
receipts entitled thereto, unless the depositary determines that it is not feasible to make the distribution. In that case, the depositary may, with our
approval, sell the property and distribute the net proceeds from the sale to the holders of depositary shares.

Depositary shares that represent shares of preferred stock converted or exchanged will not be entitled to distributions. The deposit agreement
also will contain provisions relating to the manner in which any subscription or similar rights we offer to holders of shares of preferred stock will
be made available to holders of depositary shares. All distributions will be subject to obligations of holders to file proofs, certificates and other
information and to pay certain charges and expenses to the depositary.

Withdrawal of Shares of Preferred Stock

You may receive the number of whole shares of your series of preferred stock and any money or other property represented by your depositary
receipts after surrendering your depositary receipts at the corporate trust office of the depositary. Partial shares of preferred stock will not be
issued. If the depositary shares that you surrender exceed the number of depositary shares that represent the number of whole shares of preferred
stock you wish to withdraw, then the depositary will deliver to you at the same time a new depositary receipt evidencing the excess number of
depositary shares. Once you have withdrawn your shares of preferred stock, you will not be entitled to re-deposit those shares of preferred stock
under the deposit agreement in order to receive depositary shares. We do not expect that there will be any public trading market for withdrawn
shares of preferred stock.

Redemption of Depositary Shares

If we redeem a series of the preferred stock underlying the depositary shares, the depositary will redeem those shares from the proceeds it
receives. The redemption price per depositary share will be equal to the applicable fraction of the redemption price per share payable with
respect to the series of the preferred stock. The redemption date for depositary shares will be the same as that of the preferred stock. If we are
redeeming less than all of the depositary shares, the depositary will select the depositary shares we are redeeming by lot or pro rata as the
depositary may determine.

After the date fixed for redemption, the depositary shares called for redemption will no longer be deemed outstanding. All rights of the holders
of the depositary shares and the related depositary receipts will cease at that time, except the right to receive the money or other property to
which the holders of depositary shares were entitled upon redemption. Receipt of the money or other property is subject to surrender to the
depositary of the depositary receipts evidencing the redeemed depositary shares.

Voting of the Underlying Shares of Preferred Stock

Upon receipt of notice of any meeting at which the holders of the preferred stock are entitled to vote, a depositary will be required to mail the
information contained in the notice of meeting to the record holders of the depositary shares representing such preferred stock. Each record
holder of depositary receipts on the record date will be entitled to instruct the depositary as to how the holder s depositary shares will be voted.
The record date for the depositary shares will be the same as the record date for the preferred stock. The depositary will vote the shares as you
instruct. We will agree to take all reasonable action that the depositary deems necessary in order to enable it to vote the preferred stock in that
manner. If you do not instruct the depositary how to vote your shares, the depositary will abstain from voting those shares. The depositary will
not be responsible for any failure to carry out any voting instruction, or for the manner or effect of any vote, as long as its action or inaction is in
good faith and does not result from its negligence or willful misconduct.

Liquidation Preference

Upon our liquidation, whether voluntary or involuntary, each holder of depositary shares will be entitled to the fraction of the liquidation
preference accorded each share of preferred stock represented by the depositary shares, as described in the applicable prospectus supplement.
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The depositary shares will not themselves be convertible into or exchangeable for shares of common stock or preferred stock or any of our other
securities or property. Nevertheless, if so specified in the applicable prospectus supplement, the depositary receipts may be surrendered by
holders to the applicable depositary with written instructions to it to instruct us to cause the conversion of the preferred stock represented by the
depositary shares. Similarly, if so specified in the applicable prospectus supplement, we may require you to surrender all of your depositary
receipts to the applicable depositary upon our requiring the conversion or exchange of the preferred stock represented by the depositary shares
into our debt securities. We will agree that, upon receipt of the instruction and any amounts payable in connection with the conversion or
exchange, we will cause the conversion or exchange using the same procedures as those provided for delivery of shares of preferred stock to
effect the conversion or exchange. If you are converting only a part of the depositary shares, the depositary will issue you a new depositary
receipt for any unconverted depositary shares.

Amendment and Termination of a Deposit Agreement

We and the applicable depositary are permitted to amend the provisions of the depositary receipts and the deposit agreement. However, the
holders of at least a majority of the applicable depositary shares then outstanding (or such greater approval as is required by the then current
rules of any stock exchange or trading market on which we shall have listed the applicable underlying series of preferred stock for trading or as
otherwise provided in our organizational documents) must approve any amendment that adds or increases fees or charges or prejudices an
important right of holders. Every holder of an outstanding depositary receipt at the time any amendment becomes effective, by continuing to
hold the receipt, will be bound by the applicable deposit agreement, as amended.

Any deposit agreement may be terminated by us upon not less than 30 days prior written notice to the applicable depositary if (1) the termination
is necessary to preserve our status as a REIT or (2) a majority of each series of preferred stock affected by the termination consents to the
termination. When either event occurs, the depositary will be required to deliver or make available to each holder of depositary receipts, upon
surrender of the depositary receipts held by the holder, the number of whole or fractional shares of preferred stock as are represented by the
depositary shares evidenced by the depositary receipts, together with any other property held by the depositary with respect to the depositary
receipts. In addition, a deposit agreement will automatically terminate if:

all depositary shares have been redeemed;

there shall have been a final distribution in respect of the related preferred stock in connection with our liquidation and the distribution
has been made to the holders of depositary receipts evidencing the depositary shares underlying the preferred stock; or

each related share of preferred stock shall have been converted or exchanged into securities not represented by depositary shares.
Charges of a Depositary

We will pay all transfer and other taxes and governmental charges arising solely from the existence of a deposit agreement. In addition, we will
pay the fees and expenses of a depositary in connection with the initial deposit of the preferred stock and any redemption of preferred stock.
However, holders of depositary receipts will pay any transfer or other governmental charges and the fees and expenses of a depositary for any
duties the holders request to be performed that are outside of those expressly provided for in the applicable deposit agreement.

Resignation and Removal of a Depositary

A depositary may resign at any time by providing us notice of its election to resign. In addition, we may at any time remove a depositary. Any
resignation or removal will take effect when we appoint a successor depositary and it accepts the appointment. We must appoint a successor
depositary within 60 days after delivery of the notice of resignation or removal. A depositary must be a bank or trust company that has its
principal office in the United States and a combined capital and surplus of at least $50 million.
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A depositary will be required to forward to holders of depositary receipts any reports and communications from us that it receives with respect to
the related shares of preferred stock, including, without limitation, proxy solicitation materials. Holders of depository receipts will be able to
inspect the transfer books of the depository and the list of holders of receipts upon reasonable notice. Neither we nor any depositary will be
liable if either party is prevented from or delayed in performing its obligations under a deposit agreement by law or any circumstances beyond
its control. Our obligations and those of the depositary under a deposit agreement will be limited to performing duties in good faith and without
gross negligence or willful misconduct.

Neither we nor any depositary will be obligated to prosecute or defend any legal proceeding in respect of any depositary receipts, depositary
shares or related shares of preferred stock unless satisfactory indemnity is furnished. We and each depositary will be permitted to rely on written
advice of counsel or accountants, on information provided by persons presenting shares of preferred stock for deposit, by holders of depositary
receipts, or by other persons believed in good faith to be competent to give the information, and on documents believed in good faith to be
genuine and signed by a proper party.

If a depositary receives conflicting claims, requests or instructions from any holder of depositary receipts, on the one hand, and us, on the other
hand, the depositary shall be entitled to act on the claims, requests or instructions received from us.

DESCRIPTION OF WARRANTS

This section describes the general terms and provisions of the warrants. The applicable prospectus supplement and any related free writing
prospectus will describe the specific terms of the warrants offered through that prospectus supplement and any general terms outlined in this
section that will not apply to those warrants.

We have summarized in this section certain terms and provisions of the warrant agreement and the warrants. The summary is not complete. You
should read the forms of warrant and warrant agreement that we will file with the SEC at or before the time of the offering of the applicable
series of warrants for additional information before you buy any warrants.

We may issue, together with any other securities being offered or separately, warrants entitling the holder to purchase from or sell to us, or to
receive from us the cash value of the right to purchase or sell, debt securities, preferred stock, depositary shares or common stock. We and a
warrant agent will enter into a warrant agreement pursuant to which the warrants will be issued. The warrant agent will act solely as our agent in
connection with the warrants and will not assume any obligation or relationship of agency or trust for or with any holders or beneficial owners of
warrants.

In the case of each series of warrants, the applicable prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus will describe the terms of the
warrants being offered thereby. These include the following, if applicable:

the offering price;

the number of warrants offered;

the securities underlying the warrants;

the exercise price, the procedures for exercise of the warrants and the circumstances, if any, that will cause the warrants to be
automatically exercised;

the date on which the warrants will expire;
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the rights, if any, we have to redeem the warrants;

the name of the warrant agent; and

the other terms of the warrants.
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Warrants may be exercised at the appropriate office of the warrant agent or any other office indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement.
Before the exercise of warrants, holders will not have any of the rights of holders of the securities underlying the warrants and will not be
entitled to payments made to holders of those securities.

The warrant agreements may be amended or supplemented without the consent of the holders of the warrants to which the amendment or
supplement applies to effect changes that are not inconsistent with the provisions of the warrants and that do not adversely affect the interests of
the holders of the warrants. However, any amendment that materially and adversely alters the rights of the holders of warrants will not be
effective unless the holders of at least a majority of the applicable warrants then outstanding (or such greater approval as is required by the then
current rules of any stock exchange or trading market on which we shall have listed the applicable underlying shares of capital stock for trading
or as otherwise provided in our organizational documents) approve the amendment. Every holder of an outstanding warrant at the time any
amendment becomes effective, by continuing to hold the warrant, will be bound by the applicable warrant agreement, as amended. The
prospectus supplement applicable to a particular series of warrants may provide that certain provisions of the warrants, including the securities
for which they may be exercisable, the exercise price, and the expiration date, may not be altered without the consent of the holder of each
warrant.

DESCRIPTION OF UNITS

We may, from time to time, issue units comprised of one or more of the other securities that may be offered under this prospectus, in any
combination. Each unit will be issued so that the holder of the unit is also the holder of each security included in the unit. Thus, the holder of a
unit will have the rights and obligations of a holder of each included security. The unit agreement under which a unit is issued may provide that
the securities included in the unit may not be held or transferred separately at any time, or at any time before a specified date.

Any applicable prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus will describe:

the material terms of the units and of the securities comprising the units, including whether and under what circumstances those
securities may be held or transferred separately;

any material provisions relating to the issuance, payment, settlement, transfer or exchange of the units or of the securities comprising
the units;

any special federal income tax considerations applicable to the units; and

any material provisions of the governing unit agreement that differ from those described above.
RESTRICTIONS ON TRANSFER OF SECURITIES

For us to qualify as a real estate investment trust, not more than 50% in value of our outstanding capital stock may be owned, directly or
indirectly, by five or fewer individuals at any time during the last half of our taxable year. In order to ensure that this requirement is satisfied,
our by-laws (with respect to our common stock and preferred stock) and our certificates of designation (for our preferred stock) provide that no
person may acquire securities that would result in the direct or indirect beneficial ownership of more than 9.8% of our common stock or more
than 9.8% in value of our outstanding capital stock by such person. For purposes of application of such limitations to any person, all options,
warrants, convertible securities or other rights to acquire our capital stock held directly or indirectly by such person will be treated as if all such
rights had been exercised. If any securities in excess of this limit are issued or transferred to any person, such issuance or transfer shall be valid
only with respect to such amount of securities as does not exceed this limit, and such issuance or transfer will be void with respect to the excess.
The board of directors may grant limited exemptions from the ownership restrictions set forth in the by-laws to specified persons if the board
determines that each such limited exemption is in the best interests of us and our stockholders.

Our by-laws and certificates of designation further provide that, if the foregoing stock ownership limitations are determined to be invalid by
virtue of any legal decision, statute, rule or regulation, then the transferee of the shares or other securities will be deemed to have acted as our
agent in acquiring the shares or other securities that
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are in excess of the limit, and will be deemed to hold such excess shares or securities on our behalf. As the equivalent of treasury securities for
such purposes, the excess securities will not be entitled to any voting rights, will not be considered to be outstanding for quorum or voting
purposes, and will not be entitled to receive dividends, interest or any other distribution with respect to such securities. Any person who receives
dividends, interest or any other distribution in respect of the excess securities will hold the same as our agent and for the transferee of the excess
securities following a permitted transfer.

In addition, under our by-laws and certificates of designation, we may refuse to transfer any shares, passing either by voluntary transfer, by

operation of law, or under the last will and testament of any stockholder, if such transfer would or might, in the opinion of our board of directors
or counsel, disqualify us as a real estate investment trust.

DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF OUR CERTIFICATE OF
INCORPORATION AND BY-LAWS
Anti-Takeover Provisions

Our certificate of incorporation and by-laws contain provisions that may have the effect of discouraging persons from acquiring large blocks of
our stock or delaying or preventing a change in our control. The material provisions that may have such an effect are:

A provision permitting our board of directors to make, amend or repeal our by-laws.

Authorization for our board of directors to issue preferred stock in series and to fix the rights and preferences of the series, including,
among other things, whether and to what extent the shares of any series will have voting rights and the extent of the preferences of the
shares of any series with respect to dividends and other matters (see Description of Our Preferred Stock above).

A prohibition on stockholders taking action by written consent in lieu of a meeting.

Advance notice procedures with respect to nominations of directors by stockholders and proposals by stockholders of business at an
annual meeting.

The grant only to our board of directors of the right to call special meetings of stockholders.

Limitations on the number of shares of our capital stock that may be beneficially owned, directly or indirectly, by any one stockholder
(see Restrictions on Transfer of Securities above).

Limitations on transactions that involve us and any stockholder who beneficially owns 5% or more of our voting stock (see ~ Limitations
on Transactions Involving Us and Our Stockholders below).

A provision permitting amendment by the stockholders of certain of the provisions listed above only by an affirmative vote of the
holders of at least three-quarters of all of the outstanding shares of our voting stock, voting together as a single class.
Limitations on Transactions Involving Us and Our Stockholders

Under our by-laws, in addition to any vote otherwise required by law, our certificate of incorporation or our by-laws, the following transactions
will require the affirmative vote of the holders of at least 75% of the voting power of our then outstanding shares of capital stock entitled to vote

Table of Contents 72



Edgar Filing: HEALTH CARE REIT INC /DE/ - Form 424B5

generally in the election of directors, voting together as a single class:

Our merger or consolidation with or into

any stockholder that owns 5% or more of our voting stock; or

any other corporation or entity which is, or after such merger or consolidation would be, an affiliate of a stockholder that owns 5% or
more of our voting stock.

Any sale, lease, exchange, mortgage, pledge, transfer or other disposition of substantially all of our assets, in one transaction or a series
of transactions, to or with any stockholder that owns 5% or more of our voting stock or an affiliate of any such stockholder.
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Any reclassification of our securities, including any reverse stock split, or recapitalization or any other transaction that has the effect,
directly or indirectly, of increasing the proportionate share of the outstanding shares of any class of our equity securities that is directly
or indirectly owned by any stockholder that owns 5% or more of our voting stock or any affiliate of such a stockholder, whether or not
the transaction involves such a stockholder.

The adoption of any plan or proposal for our liquidation or dissolution proposed by or on behalf of a stockholder that owns 5% or more
of our voting stock or any affiliate of such a stockholder.
These provisions will not apply to any of the transactions described above if:

We are at the time of the consummation of the transaction, and at all times throughout the preceding twelve months have been, directly
or indirectly, the owner of a majority of each class of the outstanding equity securities of the 5% stockholder that is a party to the
transaction; or

The transaction has been approved by a majority of the members of our board of directors who, at the time such approval is given, were
not affiliates or nominees of the 5% stockholder; or

Both of the following conditions have been met:

the aggregate amount of the cash and the fair market value, as determined in good faith by our board of directors, of the
consideration other than cash to be received per share by holders of our voting stock in such transaction shall be at least equal to the
highest per share price paid by the 5% stockholder for any shares of voting stock acquired by it:

within the two-year period immediately prior to the first public announcement of the proposal of the transaction, or

in the transaction in which it became a 5% stockholder, whichever is higher; and

the consideration to be received by holders of a particular class of outstanding voting stock shall be in cash or in the same form as the
5% stockholder previously paid for shares of such voting stock. If the 5% stockholder paid for shares of any class of voting stock
with varying forms of consideration, the form of consideration to be paid by the 5% stockholder for such class of voting stock shall
be either cash or the form used to acquire the largest number of shares of such class of voting stock previously acquired by the
stockholder.
The foregoing summary of certain provisions of our certificate of incorporation and by-laws does not purport to be complete or to give effect to
provisions of statutory or common law. The foregoing summary is subject to, and qualified in its entirety by reference to, the provisions of
applicable law and our certificate of incorporation and by-laws, copies of which are incorporated by reference as exhibits to the registration
statement of which this prospectus is a part.

PLAN OF DISTRIBUTION

We may sell the securities:

through underwriters or dealers;
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through agents;

directly to purchasers; or

through a combination of any of these methods of sale.
The applicable prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus will (1) describe the plan of distribution of the securities,
(2) describe the terms of the offering and (3) name any managing underwriter or underwriters, underwriter, dealer or agent involved in the offer
and sale of the securities.

We also may, from time to time, authorize underwriters and our agents to offer and sell the securities upon the terms and conditions as are set
forth in the applicable prospectus supplement. In connection with the sale of securities, underwriters may be deemed to have received
compensation from us in the form of underwriting
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discounts, commissions or fees and may also receive commissions from purchasers of securities for whom they may act as agent. Underwriters
may sell securities to or through dealers, and these dealers may receive compensation in the form of discounts, concessions or commissions from
the underwriters or commissions from the purchasers for whom they may act as agent, or both. The applicable prospectus supplement will
disclose:

any underwriting compensation we pay to underwriters or agents in connection with the offering of securities; and

any discounts, concessions or commissions allowed by underwriters to participating dealers.
Under the Securities Act, underwriters, dealers and agents participating in the distribution of the securities may be deemed to be underwriters
and any discounts, commissions and fees received by them and any profit realized by them on resale of the securities may be deemed to be
underwriting compensation, discounts and commissions. We may agree to indemnify underwriters, dealers and agents against civil liabilities,
including liabilities under the Securities Act, and to make contribution to them in connection with those liabilities.

If indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement, we may also offer and sell securities through one or more firms that will remarket the
securities. These firms may act as principals for their own account or as our agents. These firms may be deemed to be underwriters in connection
with the securities being remarketed. We may agree to indemnify these firms against liabilities, including liabilities under the Securities Act.

Upon the terms and conditions of the applicable prospectus supplement, the underwriters may purchase and sell securities in the open market.
These transactions may include short sales, purchases to cover positions created by short sales and stabilizing transactions. Short sales involve
the sale by the underwriters of a greater number of securities than they are required to purchase in the offering. Stabilizing transactions consist of
various bids for or purchases of the securities made by the underwriters in the open market prior to the completion of the offering. The
underwriters may also impose a penalty bid. This occurs when a particular underwriter repays to the other underwriters a portion of the
underwriting discount received by it because the representatives of the underwriters have repurchased securities sold by or for the account of that
underwriter in stabilizing or short covering transactions. The underwriters are not required to engage in these activities and may discontinue any
of these activities at any time.

If indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement, we may authorize underwriters, agents or dealers to solicit offers by institutions to purchase
securities at the offering price set forth in that prospectus supplement under delayed delivery contracts providing for payment and delivery on
the dates stated in the prospectus supplement. Each contract will be for an amount not less than, and the aggregate principal amount of securities
sold under contracts will be not less nor more than, the respective amounts stated in the applicable prospectus supplement. Institutions with
whom contracts, when authorized, may be made include commercial and savings banks, insurance companies, pension funds, investment
companies, educational and charitable institutions, and other institutions but will in all cases be subject to our approval. Contracts will not be
subject to any conditions except:

the purchase by an institution of the securities covered by its contracts will not at the time of delivery be prohibited under the laws of
any jurisdiction in the United States to which the institution is subject; and

if the securities are also being sold to underwriters, we will have sold to them the total principal amount of the securities less the
principal amount of the securities covered by contracts.
Underwriters and agents will have no responsibility in respect of the delivery or performance of contracts.

Some of the underwriters and their affiliates may engage in transactions with or perform services for us in the ordinary course of business.

Direct sales to investors or our stockholders may be accomplished through subscription offerings or through stockholder purchase rights
distributed to stockholders. In connection with subscription offerings or the distribution of stockholder purchase rights to stockholders, if all of
the underlying securities are not subscribed for, we may sell any unsubscribed securities to third parties directly or through underwriters or
agents. In addition, whether or not all of the underlying securities are subscribed for, we may concurrently offer additional
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securities to third parties directly or through underwriters or agents. If securities are to be sold through stockholder purchase rights, the
stockholder purchase rights will be distributed as a dividend to the stockholders for which they will pay no separate consideration. The
prospectus supplement with respect to the offer of securities under stockholder purchase rights will set forth the relevant terms of the stockholder
purchase rights, including:

whether common stock, preferred stock or some other type of capital stock, or warrants for those securities, will be offered under the
stockholder purchase rights;

the number of those securities or warrants that will be offered under the stockholder purchase rights;

the period during which and the price at which the stockholder purchase rights will be exercisable;

the number of stockholder purchase rights then outstanding;

any provisions for changes to or adjustments in the exercise price of the stockholder purchase rights; and

any other material terms of the stockholder purchase rights.
Underwriters and our agents may offer and sell the securities at:

fixed prices, which may be changed;

prices related to the prevailing market prices at the time of sale; or

negotiated prices.
LEGAL OPINIONS

Certain legal matters regarding the securities offered hereby will be passed upon for us by Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP, Toledo, Ohio. As
of May 4, 2012, the attorneys of Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP participating in the preparation of this prospectus, the registration statement
and the required legal opinions beneficially held, in the aggregate, approximately 1,688 shares of our common stock and 2,000 shares of our
preferred stock. Arnold & Porter LLP will pass upon certain federal income tax matters relating to us. Any underwriters or agents will be
represented by their own legal counsel.

EXPERTS

Ernst & Young LLP, independent registered public accounting firm, has audited our consolidated financial statements and schedules included in
our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2011, and the effectiveness of our internal control over financial reporting as
of December 31, 2011, as set forth in their reports, which are incorporated by reference in this prospectus and elsewhere in the registration
statement. Our financial statements and schedules are incorporated by reference in reliance upon Ernst & Young LLP s reports, given on their
authority as experts in accounting and auditing.
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