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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of
the registrant under any of the following provisions (see General Instruction A.2. below):

o Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

o Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR
240.14d-2(b))
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o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR
240.13e-4(c))
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Item 8.01. Other Events.
On May 23, 2013, the Board of Directors of Covidien plc (“Covidien”) approved the separation of the Pharmaceuticals
business from the rest of Covidien. The separation will occur by means of the declaration of a dividend in specie of
the Pharmaceuticals business, which the Board of Directors declared on May 23, 2013, to be effected by the transfer
of the Pharmaceuticals business from Covidien to Mallinckrodt plc (“Mallinckrodt”) and the issuance by Mallinckrodt
of ordinary shares directly to Covidien's shareholders (the “Distribution”). The Distribution is expected to occur after the
close of the market on June 28, 2013 to Covidien's shareholders of record as of the close of business on June 19, 2013
(the “Record Date”). Each Covidien shareholder will receive one ordinary share of Mallinckrodt for every eight ordinary
shares of Covidien held at the close of business on the Record Date. Shareholders will receive cash in lieu of
fractional shares of Mallinckrodt. The Distribution is subject to the satisfaction or waiver of certain conditions.
Following the Distribution, Mallinckrodt will be an independent publicly traded company, and Covidien will not
retain any equity interest in Mallinckrodt.
The press release announcing certain details of the Distribution is filed as Exhibit 99.1 hereto and is incorporated
herein by reference.
Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d)    Exhibits

99.1Press Release, dated May 24, 2013, entitled “Covidien Board of Directors Approves Separation of Pharmaceuticals
Business and Declares Dividend of Mallinckrodt Ordinary Shares” 
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SIGNATURES
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

COVIDIEN PUBLIC LIMITED COMPANY

By: /s/ John W. Kapples
John W. Kapples
Vice President and Corporate Secretary

Date: May 24, 2013
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EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit
No. Exhibit Name

99.1 Press Release, dated May 24, 2013, entitled “Covidien Board of Directors Approves Separation of
Pharmaceuticals Business and Declares Dividend of Mallinckrodt Ordinary Shares”
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