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UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20549

FORM 10-K

y ANNUAL REPORT PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d) OF THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934
For the fiscal year ended December 31, 2011
or
0 TRANSITION REPORT PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d) OF THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934

For the transition period from to
Commission file number 001-34436

Starwood Property Trust, Inc.

(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

Maryland 27-0247747
(State or other jurisdiction of (ILR.S. Employer
incorporation or organization) Identification Number)

591 West Putnam Avenue
Greenwich, Connecticut 06830
(Address of Principal Executive Offices) (Zip Code)

Registrant's phone number, including area code (203) 422-8100

Securities registered pursuant to 12(b) of the Act:

Title of each class Name of each exchange on which registered
Common Stock, $0.01 par value per share New York Stock Exchange

Securities registered pursuant to 12(g) of the Act: None
Indicate by check mark if the registrant is a well-known seasoned issuer, as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act. Yesy No o
Indicate by check mark if the registrant is not required to file reports pursuant to Section 13 or Section 15(d) of the Act. Yeso Noy

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant (1) has filed all reports required to be filed by Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934 during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that the registrant was required to file such reports), and (2) has been
subject to such filing requirements for the past 90 days. Yesy No o

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant has submitted electronically and posted on its corporate Web site, if any, every Interactive
Data File required to be submitted and posted pursuant to Rule 405 of Regulation S-T (§232.405) during the preceding 12 months (or for such
shorter period that the registrant was required to submit and post such files). Yesy Noo
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Indicate by check mark if disclosure of delinquent filers pursuant to Item 405 of Regulation S-K is not contained herein, and will not be
contained, to the best of the registrant's knowledge, in definitive proxy or information statements incorporated by reference in Part III of this
Form 10-K or any amendment to this Form 10-K. y

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer, or a smaller reporting
company. See definition of "accelerated filer, large accelerated filer, and smaller reporting company" in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act. (Check
one):

Large accelerated filer y Accelerated filer o Non-accelerated filer o Smaller reporting company o

(Do not check if a
smaller reporting company)
Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a shell company (as defined in Rule 12b-2 of the Act). Yeso Noy

As of June 30, 2011, the aggregate market value of the voting stock held by non-affiliates was $1,883,004,087 based on the reported last
sale price of our common stock on June 30, 2011. Shares of our common stock held by each officer and director and by each person who owns
5% or more of the outstanding common stock have been excluded from this calculation in that such persons may be deemed to be affiliates. This
calculation does not reflect a determination that persons are affiliates for any other purposes.

The number of shares of the issuer's common stock, $0.01 par value, outstanding as of February 28, 2012 was 93,185,501.
DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

Portions of the registrant's Definitive Proxy Statement to be filed on or about April 1, 2012 (the "Proxy Statement") are incorporated by
reference in Part III of this Annual Report on Form 10-K.
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Special Note Regarding Forward Looking Statements

This Annual Report on Form 10-K contains certain forward-looking statements, including without limitation, statements concerning our
operations, economic performance and financial condition. These forward-looking statements are made pursuant to the safe harbor provisions of
the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements are developed by combining currently available information
with our beliefs and assumptions and are generally identified by the words "believe," "expect," "anticipate" and other similar expressions.
Forward-looking statements do not guarantee future performance, which may be materially different from that expressed in, or implied by, any
such statements. Readers are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, which speak only as of their dates.

These forward-looking statements are based largely on our current beliefs, assumptions and expectations of our future performance taking
into account all information currently available to us. These beliefs, assumptions and expectations can change as a result of many possible events
or factors, not all of which are known to us or within our control, and which could materially affect actual results, performance or achievements.
Factors that may cause actual results to vary from our forward-looking statements include, but are not limited to:

factors described in this Annual Report on Form 10-K, including those set forth under the captions "Risk Factors" and
"Business";

defaults by borrowers in paying debt service on outstanding items;

impairment in the value of real estate property securing our loans;

availability of mortgage origination and acquisition opportunities acceptable to us;

potential mismatches in the timing of asset repayments and the maturity of the associated financing agreements;

national and local economic and business conditions;

general and local commercial real estate property conditions;

changes in federal government policies;

changes in federal, state and local governmental laws and regulations;

increased competition from entities engaged in mortgage lending;

changes in interest rates; and

the availability of and costs associated with sources of liquidity.

In light of these risks and uncertainties, there can be no assurances that the results referred to in the forward-looking statements contained in
this Annual Report on Form 10-K will in fact occur. Except to the extent required by applicable law or regulation, we undertake no obligation to,
and expressly disclaim any such obligation to, update or revise any forward-looking statements to reflect changed assumptions, the occurrence
of anticipated or unanticipated events, changes to future results over time or otherwise.
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PART I

Item 1. Business.

The following description of our business should be read in conjunction with the information included elsewhere in this Annual Report on
Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 201 1. This description contains forward-looking statements that involve risks and uncertainties.
Actual results could differ significantly from the results discussed in the forward-looking statements due to the factors set forth in "Risk Factors"

and elsewhere in this Annual Report on Form 10-K. References in this Annual Report on Form 10-K to "we,"” "our,"” "us," or the "Company,"
refer to Starwood Property Trust, Inc. All amounts are in thousands (000's) except share and per share data.

General

Starwood Property Trust, Inc. is a Maryland corporation that commenced operations on August 17, 2009, upon the completion of our initial
public offering. We are focused on originating, investing in, financing and managing commercial mortgage loans and other commercial real
estate debt investments, commercial mortgage-backed securities ("CMBS"), and other commercial real estate-related debt investments. In
addition, we also invest in residential mortgage loans and residential mortgage-backed securities ("RMBS"). We collectively refer to commercial
mortgage loans, other commercial real estate debt investments, CMBS and other commercial real estate-related debt investments as our target
assets. We may also invest in commercial properties subject to net leases. We make certain investments in RMBS that we use as a primary
alternative investment for our available cash.

Our objective is to provide attractive risk-adjusted global returns to our investors over the long term, primarily through dividends and
secondarily through capital appreciation. In order to achieve these objectives, we focus on asset selection and the relative value of various
sectors within the debt market to construct a diversified investment portfolio designed to produce attractive returns across a variety of market
conditions and economic cycles. We employ leverage, to the extent available, to fund the acquisition of our target assets, increase potential
returns to our stockholders and meet our return objectives. Leverage can either be direct by utilizing private third-party financing, or indirect
through originating, acquiring, or retaining subordinated mortgages, B-Notes, subordinated loan participations or mezzanine loans. Under our
current repurchase agreements and bank credit facility, our total leverage may not exceed 75%, excluding the impact of bona-fide loan sales that
must be accounted for as financings and consolidating any variable interest entities pursuant to accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States of America ("GAAP"). We are organized as a holding company and conduct our business primarily through our various
subsidiaries.

Since the closing of our initial public offering, we have focused primarily on opportunities that exist in the U.S. commercial mortgage loan,
commercial real estate debt, and CMBS and RMBS markets. As market conditions change over time, we may adjust our strategy to take
advantage of changes in interest rates and credit spreads as well as economic and credit conditions. We believe that the diversification of our
portfolio of assets, our expertise among the target asset classes, and the flexibility of our strategy will position us to generate attractive
risk-adjusted returns for our stockholders in a variety of assets and market conditions.

We are externally managed and advised by SPT Management, LLC (our "Manager") pursuant to the terms of a management agreement.
Our Manager is controlled by Barry Sternlicht, our Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. Our Manager is an affiliate of Starwood Capital
Group, a privately-held private equity firm founded and controlled by Mr. Sternlicht. Since its inception in 1991, Starwood Capital Group
(including Starwood Capital-named affiliates controlled by Mr. Sternlicht) has sponsored
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numerous opportunistic funds, including dedicated debt funds, dedicated hotel funds and several standalone and co-investment partnerships.

We have elected to be taxed as a real estate investment trust ("REIT") for U.S. federal income tax purposes commencing with our taxable
year ended December 31, 2009. We generally will not be subject to U.S. federal income taxes on our taxable income to the extent that we
annually distribute all of our taxable income to stockholders and maintain our qualification as a REIT. We also operate our business in a manner
that permits us to maintain our exemption from registration under the Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended (the "1940 Act").

Our corporate headquarters office is located at 591 West Putnam Avenue, Greenwich, Connecticut, and our telephone number is
(203) 422-8100.

Investment Strategy
We seek to maximize returns for our stockholders by constructing and managing a diversified portfolio of our target assets. Our investment

strategy may include, without limitation, the following:

focusing on acquiring debt positions with implied basis at deep discounts to replacement costs;

focusing on supply and demand fundamentals and pursuing investments in high population and job growth markets where
demand for all real estate asset classes is most likely to be present;

targeting markets with barriers to entry other than capital;

structuring transactions with an amount of leverage that reflects the risk of the underlying asset's cash flow stream,
attempting to match the rate and duration of the financing with the underlying asset's cash flow, and hedging rate, currency,

and other characteristics when we deem appropriate; and

seeking to take advantage of pricing dislocations created by distressed sellers or distressed capital structures and pursuing
investments with attractive risk-reward profiles.

In order to capitalize on the changing sets of investment opportunities that may be present in the various points of an economic cycle, we
may expand or refocus our investment strategy by emphasizing investments in different parts of the capital structure and different sectors of real
estate. Our investment strategy may be amended from time to time, if recommended by our Manager and approved by our board of directors,
without the approval of our stockholders. In addition to our Manager making direct investments on our behalf, we may enter into joint venture,
management or other agreements with persons that have special expertise or sourcing capabilities.

Financing Strategy

Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT for U.S. federal income tax purposes and our exemption from registering under the 1940
Act, we may finance the acquisition of our target assets, to the extent available to us, through the following methods:

sources of private financing, including long- and short-term repurchase agreements and warehouse and bank credit facilities;

loan sales, syndications, and/or securitizations; and

public offerings of our equity and/or debt securities.

We may also utilize other sources of financing to the extent available to us.
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Our Target Assets

We invest in target assets secured primarily by U.S. collateral. We focus primarily on originating or opportunistically acquiring commercial
mortgage whole loans, B-notes, mezzanine loans, preferred equity and mortgage-backed securities. We may invest in performing and
non-performing mortgage loans and other real estate-related loans and debt investments, but we will not target any "near term loan to own"
investments, which our Manager considers to be mortgage loans or other real estate-related loan or debt investments where the proposed
originator or acquiror of any such investment has the intent and/or expectation of foreclosing on, or otherwise acquiring the real property
securing the loan or investment at any time within the first 18 months of its origination or acquisition of the loan or investment. We may acquire
target assets through portfolio or other acquisitions. Our Manager targets markets where it has a view on the expected cyclical recovery as well
as expertise in the real estate collateral underlying the assets being acquired. We seek situations where a lender or holder of a loan or security is
in a compromised situation due to the relative size of its CRE portfolio, the magnitude of non-performing loans, or regulatory/rating agency
issues driven by potential capital adequacy or concentration issues. We may also invest in commercial properties subject to net leases, as well as
in residential mortgage loans and RMBS.

Our target assets include the following types of loans and other investments with respect to commercial real estate:

whole mortgage loans: loans secured by a first mortgage lien on a commercial property that provide long-term mortgage
financing to commercial property developers or owners generally having maturity dates ranging from three to ten years;

bridge loans: whole mortgage loans secured by a first mortgage lien on a commercial property that provide interim or
bridge financing to borrowers seeking short-term capital typically for the acquisition of real estate;

B-Notes: typically a privately negotiated loan that is secured by a first mortgage on a single large commercial property or
group of related properties and subordinated to an A Note secured by the same first mortgage on the same property or group;

mezzanine loans: loans made to commercial property owners that are secured by pledges of the borrower's ownership
interests in the property and/or the property owner, subordinate to whole mortgage loans secured by first or second mortgage

liens on the property and senior to the borrower's equity in the property;

construction or rehabilitation loans: mortgage loans and mezzanine loans to finance the cost of construction or
rehabilitation of a commercial property;

CMBS: securities that are collateralized by commercial mortgage loans, including:

senior and subordinated investment grade CMBS,

below investment grade CMBS, and

unrated CMBS;

corporate bank debt: term loans and revolving credit facilities of commercial real estate operating or finance companies,
each of which are generally secured by such companies' assets;
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corporate bonds: debt securities issued by commercial real estate operating or finance companies that may or may not be

secured by such companies' assets, including:

investment grade corporate bonds,

below investment grade corporate bonds, and

unrated corporate bonds.

In addition, we may invest in the following types of loans and debt investments relating to real estate;

net leases: commercial properties subject to net leases, which leases typically have longer terms than gross leases, require
tenants to pay substantially all of the operating costs associated with the properties and often have contractually specified

rent increases throughout their terms;

residential mortgage loans: loans secured by a first mortgage lien on a residential property;

RMBS: securities collateralized by residential mortgage loans, including:

Non-Agency RMBS: RMBS that are not guaranteed by any U.S. Government agency or federally chartered corporation; and

Agency RMBS: RMBS for which a U.S. Government agency or a federally chartered corporation guarantees payments of

principal and interest on the securities.

Our Portfolio

Investment Activities

The following table sets forth the amount of each category of commercial real estate investments we owned across various property

types(1) as of December 31, 2011 (amounts in thousands):

Carrying Face
Investment Value Amount
First mortgages
Loan acquisitions $ 652,349 $ 694,600
Loan originations 729,171 727,414
Total first mortgages(2) 1,381,520 1,422,014
Subordinated mortgage loans
and mezzanine loans
Loan acquisitions 649,864 713,679
Loan originations 416,124 416,327

%
Owned

100% $

100%

100%

100%

Financing

332,191

451,092

783,283

167,854

Net
Investment

$ 320,158

278,079

598,237

482,010

416,124

Weighted
Average
Rating

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Vintage

1989 -
2011
2009 -
2011

1999 -
2011
2009 -
2011
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Total subordinated debt 1,065,988 1,130,006 167,854 898,134
CMBS AFS(3) 176,786 195,842 100% 119,004 57,182  NR(4) 2010
2003 -
RMBS AFS(3) 164,948 263,754 100% 86,575 78,373 B- 2007
Other Investments 44,379 44,379 100% 44,379 N/A N/A
$ 2,833,621 $ 3,055,955 $ 1,156,716 $ 1,676,905

M
Refer to Schedule IV for details of property type.

@

Includes loans held-for-sale at fair value.

3

Commercial and residential mortgage-backed, available-for-sale ("AFS") securities.

4

10
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Represents securities where the obligors are certain special purpose entities that were formed to hold substantially all of the assets of a

worldwide operator of hotels, resorts and timeshare properties; the securities are not rated ("NR") but based on available public

information, management estimates the loan-to-value ratio to be in the range of 39%-44% at December 31, 2011.

As of December 31, 2011, the Company's total investment portfolio, excluding other investments, had the following characteristics based
on carrying values:

Collateral Property Type

Hospitality
Industrial
Office

Retail
Residential
Multi-family
Other

Mixed Use

39.9%
3.8%
20.1%
21.0%
5.9%
3.3%
0.4%
5.6%

100.0%

Geographic Location

Northeast

Mid-Atlantic

Southeast
Southwest
Midwest
West

International

As of December 31, 2011, all of our investments were performing as expected.

12.5%
19.7%
19.0%

4.8%
12.9%
23.5%

7.6%

100.0%

The following table sets forth the amount of each category of commercial real estate investments we owned across various property types
as of December 31, 2010 (amounts in thousands):

Investment
First mortgages

Loan acquisitions

Loan originations
Total first mortgages(1)

Subordinated loans and
mezzanine loans

Loan acquisitions
Loan originations

Total subordinated debt
CMBS AFS(2)

RMBS AFS(2)
Other Investments

O]

Carrying
Value

Face
Amount

$ 490,408 § 525488

461,736

952,144

378,112
94,987

473,099
275,155

122,525
14,177

466,305

991,793

438,729
95,083

533,812
275,268

140,576
13,299

$ 1,837,100 $ 1,954,748

Includes loans held-for-sale at fair value.

@

%
Owned

100%

100%

100%
100%

81%"

100%
100%

Net

Financing Investment
$ 326,094 $ 164,314
63,086 398,650
389,180 562,964
73,260 304,852
94,987
73,260 399,839
171,305 103,850
122,525
14,177

$ 633,745 $ 1,203,355

Weighted
Average
Rating

N/A

N/A

N/A
N/A

AA-

BB-
N/A

Vintage

1999 -
2008
2009 -
2010

1999 -
2007
2010

2001 -
2010
2003 -
2007
N/A

11
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Commercial and residential mortgage-backed AFS securities.

Reflects one consolidated joint venture in which the Company has a 75% ownership interest.

12
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As of December 31, 2010, the Company's total investment portfolio had the following characteristics based on carrying values:

Collateral Property Type Geographic Location
Hospitality 40.4% Northeast 10.9%
Industrial 5.1% Mid-Atlantic 9.4%
Office 19.6% Southeast 11.5%
Retail 23.8% Southwest 8.5%
Residential 6.9% Midwest 23.5%
Other 1.6% West 19.8%
Mixed Use 2.6% International 16.4%
100.0% 100.0%

Our investment process includes sourcing and screening of investment opportunities, assessing investment suitability, conducting interest
rate and prepayment analysis, evaluating cash flow and collateral performance, reviewing legal structure and servicer and originator information
and investment structuring, as appropriate, to seek an attractive return commensurate with the risk we are bearing. Upon identification of an
investment opportunity, the investment will be screened and monitored by us to determine its impact on maintaining our REIT qualification and
our exemption from registration under the 1940 Act. We will seek to make investments in sectors where we have strong core competencies and
believe market risk and expected performance can be reasonably quantified.

We evaluate each one of our investment opportunities based on its expected risk-adjusted return relative to the returns available from other,
comparable investments. In addition, we evaluate new opportunities based on their relative expected returns compared to comparable positions
held in our portfolio. The terms of any leverage available to us for use in funding an investment purchase are also taken into consideration, as are
any risks posed by illiquidity or correlations with other securities in the portfolio. We also develop a macro outlook with respect to each target
asset class by examining factors in the broader economy such as gross domestic product, interest rates, unemployment rates and availability of
credit, among other things. We also analyze fundamental trends in the relevant target asset class sector to adjust/maintain our outlook for that
particular target asset class.

Loans
Our primary focus is to build a portfolio of commercial mortgage and mezzanine loans at attractive risk adjusted returns by focusing on the

underlying real estate fundamentals and credit analysis of the borrowers. During the year ended December 31, 2011, we originated 42 loans and
acquired 50 loans, as summarized below (amounts in thousands):

Weighted

Average
Investment Equity Funded Principal Balance Coupon at Closing
First mortgages held for investment $ 938,312 $ 967,071 5.8%
Subordinated mortgages held for investment 24,750 24,750 12.3%
Mezzanine loans held for investment 555,948 580,961 7.9%
First mortgages held for sale 270,066 270,066 5.2%
Total loans originated or acquired in current year $ 1,789,076  $ 1,842,848

6

13
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We continually monitor borrower performance and complete a detailed, loan-by-loan formal credit review on a quarterly basis. The results
of this review are incorporated into our quarterly assessment of the adequacy of loan loss reserves. As of December 31, 2011, all loans were
performing as expected and no allowance for loan losses was deemed necessary.

Mortgage-Backed Securities

During the years ended December 31, 2011 and December 31, 2010, we invested $0 and $18.5 million, respectively, in various CMBS,
which are secured by a single mortgage on one or more properties and were acquired on average at 96% of par. During the second quarter of
2011, we exercised a pre-existing right to convert one of our loans into a CMBS in order to maximize the liquidity of our investment. We
therefore reclassified the loan, which had a carrying amount of $176.6 million, from loans held for investment to mortgage backed securities,
available-for-sale, at fair value and recognized an unrealized gain of $7.9 million. As of December 31, 2011, all of the CMBS, are not rated, by
Standard & Poor's Ratings Services, Inc. ("S&P") or an equivalent rating agency. The obligors are certain special purpose entities that were
formed to hold substantially all of the assets of a worldwide operator of hotels, resorts, and timeshare properties. While there is limited fair value
information available, management estimates the loan-to-value ratio to be in the 39%-44% range as of December 31, 2011. The $176.8 million
floating rate CMBS pay an average spread of 1.75% over the index, which is the one month London Interbank Offered Rate ("LIBOR"). In the
event of full extension, the spread over the index will increase from the current 1.75% to 3.3%. As of December 31, 2011, the weighted-average
coupon of all CMBS is 2.05%.

During the year ended December 31, 2011, we invested $38.7 million in RMBS, net of sales and principal payments received. As of
December 31, 2011, we held 63 RMBS positions.

The table below represents the summary of our MBS as of December 31, 2011 (amounts in thousands):

Unrealized Gains or (Losses) Recognized in
Accumulated Other Comprehensive Income (Loss)

Purchase Credit Recorded Non-Credit  Unrealized Unrealized Net Fair Value
December 31,2011  Amortized Cost OTTI Amortized Cost OTTI Gains Losses Adjustment Fair Value
CMBS $ 177,353  $ $ 177,353 $ $ $ 567) $ (567) $ 176,786
RMBS 170,424 (6,001) 164,423 (1,310) 3,367 (1,532) 525 164,948
Total $ 347,777 $ (6,001) $ 341,776  $ (1,310) $ 3367 $ (2,099 $ (42) $ 341,734

Weighted- Weighted- Weighted-Average

Average Average Life ("WAL")
December 31, 2011 Coupon(1) Rating (Years)(3)
CMBS 2.1% NR(2) 3.5
RMBS 1.0% B- 4.8

(M
Generally calculated using the December 31, 2011 one-month LIBOR rate of 0.2953%.

@
Represents securities where the obligors are certain special purpose entities that were formed to hold substantially all of the assets of a
worldwide operator of hotels, resorts and timeshare properties; the securities are not rated but the loan-to-value ratio was estimated to
be in the range of 39%-44% at December 31, 2011.

3

Represents the WAL of each respective group of MBS. The WAL of each individual security is calculated as a fraction, the numerator
of which is the sum of the timing (in years) of each expected future principal payment multiplied by the balance of the respective
payment, and with a denominator equal to the sum of the expected principal

14
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payments. This calculation was made as of December 31, 2011. Assumptions for the calculation of the WAL are adjusted as necessary
for changes in projected principal repayments and/or maturity dates of the MBS.

The table below represents the summary of our MBS as of December 31, 2010 (amounts in thousands):

Weighted
Total Weighted Weighted Average
Unrealized Unrealized Fair Value Fair Average Average Life
December 31, 2010 Cost Gains Losses Adjustment Value Coupon(1) Rating (Years)
CMBS $ 266,764 $ 9,074 $ (683) $ 8391 $ 275,155 5.6% AA- 1.8
RMBS 120,827 2,495 (797) 1,698 122,525 0.6% BB- 1.3

$ 387,591 $ 11,569 $  (1,480) $ 10,089 $ 397,680

)
Calculated using the December 31, 2010 one-month LIBOR rate of 0.2606%.

Summary of Interest Characteristics

As described in Item 7 "Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations," and
Item 7A "Quantitative and Qualitative Disclosures about Market Risk," we utilize certain interest rate risk management techniques, including
both asset/liability matching and certain other hedging transactions, in order to mitigate our exposure to interest rate risk.

As of December 31, 2011, 46.1% of our investments were comprised of fixed rate loans and securities with a weighted-average coupon of
8.9% and weighted-average life of 4.4 years, whereas 52.4% of our investments were comprised of variable rate loans and securities with a
LIBOR based index with a weighted-average spread of 3.52% and weighted-average life of 3.1 years and 1.5% of our investments represented
other investments.

As of December 31, 2010, 73.8% of our investments were comprised of fixed rate loans and securities with a weighted-average coupon of
7.8% and weighted-average life of 3.4 years, whereas 25.4% of our investments were comprised of variable rate loans and securities with a
LIBOR based index with a weighted-average spread of 1.8% and weighted-average life of 3.9 years and 0.8% of our investments represented
other investments.

Summary of Maturities

As of December 31, 2011, our investment portfolio had a weighted-average maturity of 3.9 years, based on management's judgment of
extension options being exercised. The table below shows the

15
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carrying value expected to mature annually over the next ten years for our investments in loans and CMBS (amounts in thousands, except
number of investments maturing).

Number of Scheduled

Investments repayments on % of
Year of Maturity Maturing(1) Loans(2) Total
2012 11 3 295,132 11.2%
2013 14 392,738 15.0%
2014 15 440,239 16.8%
2015 11 310,217 11.8%
2016 29 644,761 24.6%
2017 18 280,024 10.7%
2018 1 8,502 0.3%
2019 1 3,684 0.1%
2020 2 41,496 1.6%
2021 and thereafter 19 207,501 7.9%
Total 121 $ 2,624,294 100.0%

M

Excludes other investments and RMBS.
@3

Assumes repayment of approximately $52.4 million of projected capitalized interest over the life of the loans.
Regulation

Our operations are subject, in certain instances, to supervision and regulation by state and federal governmental authorities and may be
subject to various laws and judicial and administrative decisions imposing various requirements and restrictions, which, among other things:
(1) regulate credit granting activities; (2) establish maximum interest rates, finance charges and other charges; (3) require disclosures to
customers; (4) govern secured transactions; and (5) set collection, foreclosure, repossession and claims- handling procedures and other trade
practices. Although most states do not regulate commercial finance, certain states impose limitations on interest rates and other charges and on
certain collection practices and creditor remedies, and require licensing of lenders and financiers and adequate disclosure of certain contract
terms. We are also required to comply with certain provisions of the Equal Credit Opportunity Act that are applicable to commercial loans. We
intend to conduct our business so that neither we nor any of our subsidiaries are required to register as an investment company under the 1940
Act.

In the judgment of management, existing statutes and regulations have not had a material adverse effect on our business. In the wake of the
recent financial crisis, legislators in the United States and in other countries have said that greater regulation of financial services firms is
needed, particularly in areas such as risk management, leverage and disclosure. While we expect that new regulations in these areas will be
adopted in the future, it is not possible at this time to forecast the exact nature of any future legislation, regulations, judicial decisions, orders or
interpretations, nor their impact upon our future business, financial condition or results of operations or prospects.

Competition

We are engaged in a competitive business. In our investment activities, we compete for opportunities with numerous public and private
investment vehicles, including financial institutions, specialty finance companies, mortgage banks, pension funds, opportunity funds, hedge
funds, insurance companies, REITs and other institutional investors, as well as individuals. Many competitors are significantly larger than us,
have well established operating histories and may have greater access to
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capital, more resources and other advantages over us. These competitors may be willing to accept lower returns on their investments or to
compromise underwriting standards and, as a result, our origination volume and profit margins could be adversely affected.

The Manager

We are externally managed and advised by our Manager and benefit from the personnel, relationships and experience of our Manager's
executive team and other personnel of Starwood Capital Group. Pursuant to the terms of a management agreement between our Manager and us,
our Manager provides us with our management team and appropriate support personnel. Pursuant to an investment advisory agreement between
our Manager and Starwood Capital Group Management, LLC, our Manager has access to the personnel and resources of Starwood Capital
Group necessary for the implementation and execution of our business strategy.

Our Manager is an affiliate of Starwood Capital Group, a privately-held private equity firm founded and controlled by Mr. Sternlicht.
Starwood Capital Group has invested in most major classes of real estate, directly and indirectly, through operating companies, portfolios of
properties and single assets, including multifamily, office, retail, hotel, residential entitled land and communities, senior housing, mixed-use and
golf courses. Starwood Capital Group invests at different levels of the capital structure, including equity, preferred equity, mezzanine debt and
senior debt, depending on the asset risk profile and return expectation.

Our Manager draws upon the experience and expertise of Starwood Capital Group's team of professionals and support personnel operating
in eleven cities across six countries. Our Manager also benefits from Starwood Capital Group's dedicated asset management group operating in
offices located in the United States and abroad. We also benefit from Starwood Capital Group's portfolio management, finance and
administration functions, which address legal, compliance, investor relations and operational matters, asset valuation, risk management and
information technologies in connection with the performance of our Manager's duties.

Taxation of the Company

We have elected to be taxed as a REIT under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code"), for federal income tax
purposes. We generally must distribute annually at least 90% of our taxable income, subject to certain adjustments and excluding any net capital
gain, in order for federal corporate income tax not to apply to our earnings that we distribute. To the extent that we satisfy this distribution
requirement, but distribute less than 100% of our taxable income, we will be subject to federal corporate income tax on our undistributed taxable
income. In addition, we will be subject to a 4% nondeductible excise tax if the actual amount that we pay out to our stockholders in a calendar
year is less than a minimum amount specified under federal tax laws. Our qualification as a REIT also depends on our ability to meet various
other requirements imposed by the Code, which relate to organizational structure, diversity of stock ownership and certain restrictions with
regard to owned assets and categories of income. If we qualify for taxation as a REIT, we will generally not be subject to United States federal
corporate income tax on our taxable income that is currently distributed to stockholders.

Even if we qualify as a REIT, we may be subject to certain federal excise taxes and state and local taxes on our income and property. If we
fail to qualify as a REIT in any taxable year, we will be subject to federal income taxes at regular corporate rates (including any applicable
alternative minimum tax) and will not be able to qualify as a REIT for four subsequent taxable years. REITs are subject to a number of
organizational and operational requirements under the Code.

The Company formed several taxable REIT subsidiaries ("TRS") in 2010 to reduce the impact of the prohibited transaction tax and to avoid
penalty for the holding of assets not qualifying as real estate
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assets for purposes of the REIT asset tests. Any income associated with a TRS is fully taxable because a TRS is subject to federal and state
income taxes as a domestic C corporation based upon its net income.

See Item 1A "Risk Factors Risks Related to Our Taxation as a REIT" for additional tax status information.
Leverage Policies

We employ leverage, to the extent available, to fund the acquisition of our target assets, increase potential returns to our stockholders and
meet our return objectives. Although we are not required to maintain any particular minimum leverage ratio, the amount of leverage we deploy
for particular investments in our target assets depends upon our Manager's assessment of a variety of factors, which may include the anticipated
liquidity and price volatility of the assets in our investment portfolio, the potential for losses and extension risk in our portfolio, the gap between
the duration of our assets and liabilities, including hedges, the availability and cost of financing the assets, our opinion of the creditworthiness of
our financing counterparties, the health of the U.S. economy and commercial and residential mortgage markets, our outlook for the level, slope,
and volatility of interest rates, the credit quality of our assets, the collateral underlying our assets, and our outlook for asset spreads relative to
the LIBOR curve. Under our current repurchase agreements and bank credit facility, our total leverage may not exceed 75%, excluding the
impact of bona-fide loan sales that must be accounted for as financings and consolidating any variable interest entities pursuant to GAAP. As of
December 31, 2011, our ratio of total debt to loans and MBS investments was 41.5%.

Investment Guidelines

Our board of directors has adopted the following investment guidelines:

our investments will be in our target assets;

no investment shall be made that would cause us to fail to qualify as a REIT for federal income tax purposes;

no investment shall be made that would cause us or any of our subsidiaries to be required to be registered as an investment
company under the 1940 Act;

not more than 25% of our equity will be invested in any individual asset without the consent of a majority of our
independent directors; and

any investment of up to $25 million requires the approval of our Chief Executive Officer; any investment from $25 million
to $75 million requires the approval of our Manager's Investment Committee; any investment from $75 million to

$150 million requires the approval of the Investment Committee of our board of directors and our Manager's Investment
Committee; and any investment in excess of $150 million requires the approval of our board of directors.

These investment guidelines may be changed from time to time by our board of directors without the approval of our stockholders. In
addition, both our Manager and our board of directors must approve any change in our investment guidelines that would modify or expand the
types of assets in which we invest.

11
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Available Information

Our website address is www.starwoodpropertytrust.com. We make available free of charge through our website our Annual Report on
Form 10-K, Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q, Current Reports on Form 8-K, all amendments to those reports and other filings as soon as
reasonably practicable after such material is electronically filed with or furnished to the Securities and Exchange Commission (the "SEC"), and
also make available on our website the charters for the Audit, Compensation, Nominating and Corporate Governance and Investment
Committees of the board of directors and our Code of Business Conduct and Ethics and Code of Conduct for Principal Executive Officer and
Senior Financial Officers, as well as our corporate governance guidelines. Copies in print of these documents are available upon request to our
corporate Secretary at the address indicated on the cover of this report. The information on our website is not a part of, nor is it incorporated by
reference into, this Annual Report on Form 10-K.

We intend to post on our website any amendment to, or waiver of, a provision of our Code of Business Conduct and Ethics or Code of
Conduct for Principal Executive Officer and Senior Financial Officers that applies to our Chief Executive Officer, Chief Financial Officer and
Controller or persons performing similar functions and that relates to any element of the code of ethics definition set forth in Item 406 of
Regulation S-K of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended.

To communicate with the board of directors electronically, we have established an e-mail address, BoardofDirectors @stwdreit.com, to
which stockholders may send correspondence to the board of directors or any such individual directors or group or committee of directors.

We have included as exhibits to this report the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 Section 302 certifications of our Chief Executive Officer and
Chief Financial Officer regarding the quality of our public disclosure.

Item 1A. Risk Factors.

In addition to the other information in this document, you should consider carefully the following risk factors in evaluating an investment in
our securities. Any of these risks or the occurrence of any one or more of the uncertainties described below could have a material adverse effect
on our business, financial condition, results of operations, cash flows, and trading price of our common stock.

Risks Related to Our Relationship with Our Manager

We are dependent on Starwood Capital Group, including our Manager, and their key personnel, who provide services to us through the
management agreement, and we may not find a suitable replacement for our Manager and Starwood Capital Group if the management
agreement is terminated, or for these key personnel if they leave Starwood Capital Group or otherwise become unavailable to us.

We have no separate facilities and are completely reliant on our Manager. Our Manager has significant discretion as to the implementation
of our investment and operating policies and strategies. Accordingly, we believe that our success depends to a significant extent upon the efforts,
experience, diligence, skill and network of business contacts of the officers and key personnel of our Manager. The officers and key personnel of
our Manager evaluate, negotiate, close and monitor our investments; therefore, our success depends on their continued service. The departure of
any of the officers or key personnel of our Manager could have a material adverse effect on our performance.

We offer no assurance that our Manager will remain our investment manager or that we will continue to have access to our Manager's
officers and key personnel. The initial term of our management agreement with our Manager, and the investment advisory agreement between
our Manager and Starwood Capital Group Management, LLC only extends until August 17, 2012, with automatic one-year renewals thereafter.
If the management agreement and the investment advisory
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agreement are terminated and no suitable replacement is found to manage us, we may not be able to execute our business plan.

There are various conflicts of interest in our relationship with Starwood Capital Group, including our Manager, which could result in
decisions that are not in the best interests of our stockholders.

We are subject to conflicts of interest arising out of our relationship with Starwood Capital Group, including our Manager. Specifically,
Mr. Sternlicht, our Chief Executive Officer and the Chairman of our board of directors, Mr. Dishner, one of our directors, and certain of our
executive officers are executives of Starwood Capital Group. Our Manager and executive officers may have conflicts between their duties to us
and their duties to, and interests in, Starwood Capital Group and its other investment funds. Currently, Starwood Global Opportunity Fund VIII
and Starwood Capital Hospitality Fund II Global (collectively, the "Starwood Private Real Estate Funds") collectively have the right to invest
25% of the equity capital proposed to be invested by any investment vehicle managed by an entity controlled by Starwood Capital Group in debt
interests relating to real estate. Our co-investment rights are subject to, among other things, (i) the determination by our Manager that the
proposed investment is suitable for us, and (ii) our Manager's sole discretion as to whether or not to exclude from our investment portfolio at any
time any "medium-term loan to own" investment, which our Manager considers to be mortgage loans or other real estate-related loan or debt
investments where the proposed originator or acquirer of any such investment has the intent and/or expectation of foreclosing on, or otherwise
acquiring the real property securing the loan or investment at any time between 18 and 48 months of its origination or acquisition of the loan or
investment. In addition, in the case of opportunities to invest in a portfolio of assets including both equity and debt real estate related
investments, we would not have the co-investment rights described above if our Manager determines that less than 50% of the aggregate
anticipated investment returns from the portfolio is expected to come from our target assets. Since we are subject to the judgment of our
Manager in the application of our co-investment rights, we may not always be allocated 75% of each co-investment opportunity in our target
asset classes. The Starwood Private Real Estate Funds' co-investment rights are expected to be in effect for up to three years following our initial
public offering, which closed on August 17, 2009. Our independent directors periodically review our Manager's and Starwood Capital Group's
compliance with the co-investment provisions described above, but they do not approve each co-investment by the Starwood Private Real Estate
Funds and us unless the amount of capital we invest in the proposed co-investment otherwise requires the review and approval of our
independent directors pursuant to our investment guidelines. Pursuant to the exclusivity provisions of the Starwood Private Real Estate Funds,
our investment strategy may not include (i) equity interests in real estate, or (ii) "near-term loan to own" investments. These funds' exclusivity
rights are expected to be in effect for up to three years following our initial public offering, which closed on August 17, 2009. Therefore, our
board of directors does not have the flexibility to expand our investment strategy to include equity interests in real estate or "near-term loan to
own" investments prior to the expiration of the exclusivity provisions of these Starwood Private Real Estate Funds. Our Manager, Starwood
Capital Group and their respective affiliates may sponsor or manage a U.S. publicly traded investment vehicle that invests generally in real
estate assets but not primarily in our target assets, or a potential competing vehicle. Our Manager and Starwood Capital Group have also agreed
that for so long as the management agreement is in effect and our Manager and Starwood Capital Group are under common control, no entity
controlled by Starwood Capital Group will sponsor or manage a potential competing vehicle or private or foreign competing vehicle, unless
Starwood Capital Group adopts a policy that either (i) provides for the fair and equitable allocation of investment opportunities among all such
vehicles and us, or (ii) provides us the right to co-invest with such vehicles, in each case subject to the suitability of each investment opportunity
for the particular vehicle and us and each such vehicle's and our availability of cash for investment. To the extent that we have co-investment
rights with these vehicles in the future, there can be no assurance that these future rights will entitle us to a similar percentage allocation as we
currently
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have with respect to the Starwood Private Real Estate Funds. To the extent that our Manager and Starwood Capital Group adopt an investment
allocation policy in the future, we may nonetheless compete with these vehicles for investment opportunities sourced by our Manager and
Starwood Capital Group. As a result, we may either not be presented with the opportunity or may have to compete with these vehicles to acquire
these investments. Some or all of our executive officers, the members of the Investment Committee of our Manager and other key personnel of
our Manager would likely be responsible for selecting investments for these vehicles and they may choose to allocate favorable investments to
one or more of these vehicles instead of to us.

Our board of directors has adopted a policy with respect to any proposed investments by the covered persons in any of our target asset
classes. This policy provides that any proposed investment by a covered person for his or her own account in any of our target asset classes will
be permitted if the capital required for the investment does not exceed the personal investment limit. To the extent that a proposed investment
exceeds the personal investment limit, we expect that our board of directors will only permit the covered person to make the investment (i) upon
the approval of the disinterested directors, or (ii) if the proposed investment otherwise complies with terms of any other related party transaction
policy our board of directors has adopted. Subject to compliance with all applicable laws, these individuals may make investments for their own
account in our target assets which may present certain conflicts of interest not addressed by our current policies.

We pay our Manager substantial base management fees regardless of the performance of our portfolio. Our Manager's entitlement to a base
management fee, which is not based upon performance metrics or goals, might reduce its incentive to devote its time and effort to seeking
investments that provide attractive risk-adjusted returns for our portfolio. This in turn could hurt both our ability to make distributions to our
stockholders and the market price of our common stock.

We do not have any employees except for Andrew Sossen, our Chief Operating Officer, Executive Vice President, General Counsel and
Chief Compliance Officer, and Perry Stewart Ward, our Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer, who Starwood Capital Group has seconded to us
exclusively. Mr. Sossen and Mr. Ward are also employees of other entities affiliated with our Manager and, as a result, are subject to potential
conflicts of interest in service as our employees and as an employees of such entities.

The management agreement with our Manager was not negotiated on an arm's-length basis and may not be as favorable to us as if it had
been negotiated with an unaffiliated third party and may be costly and difficult to terminate.

Our executive officers and three of our seven directors are executives of Starwood Capital Group. Our management agreement with our
Manager was negotiated between related parties and its terms, including fees payable, may not be as favorable to us as if it had been negotiated
with an unaffiliated third party.

Termination of the management agreement with our Manager without cause is difficult and costly. Our independent directors will review
our Manager's performance and the management fees annually and, following the initial three-year term, the management agreement may be
terminated annually upon the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of our independent directors based upon: (i) our Manager's unsatisfactory
performance that is materially detrimental to us, or (ii) a determination that the management fees payable to our Manager are not fair, subject to
our Manager's right to prevent termination based on unfair fees by accepting a reduction of management fees agreed to by at least two-thirds of
our independent directors. Our Manager will be provided 180 days prior notice of any such a termination. Additionally, upon such a termination,
the management agreement provides that we will pay our Manager a termination fee equal to three times the sum of the average annual base
management fee and incentive fee received by our Manager during the prior 24-month period before
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such termination, calculated as of the end of the most recently completed fiscal quarter. These provisions may increase the cost to us of
terminating the management agreement and adversely affect our ability to terminate our Manager without cause.

During the initial three-year term of the management agreement, we may not terminate the management agreement except for cause.

Our Manager is only contractually committed to serve us until the third anniversary of the closing of our initial public offering, which
closed on August 17, 2009. Thereafter, the management agreement is renewable for one-year terms; provided, however, that our Manager may
terminate the management agreement annually upon 180 days prior notice. If the management agreement is terminated and no suitable
replacement is found to manage us, we may not be able to execute our business plan.

Pursuant to the management agreement, our Manager does not assume any responsibility other than to render the services called for there
under and is not responsible for any action of our board of directors in following or declining to follow its advice or recommendations. Our
Manager maintains a contractual as opposed to a fiduciary relationship with us. Under the terms of the management agreement, our Manager, its
officers, members, personnel, any person controlling or controlled by our Manager and any person providing sub-advisory services to our
Manager will not be liable to us, any subsidiary of ours, our directors, our stockholders or any subsidiary's stockholders or partners for acts or
omissions performed in accordance with and pursuant to the management agreement, except because of acts constituting bad faith, willful
misconduct, gross negligence, or reckless disregard of their duties under the management agreement. In addition, we have agreed to indemnify
our Manager, its officers, stockholders, members, managers, directors, personnel, any person controlling or controlled by our Manager and any
person providing sub-advisory services to our Manager with respect to all expenses, losses, damages, liabilities, demands, charges and claims
arising from acts or omissions of our Manager not constituting bad faith, willful misconduct, gross negligence, or reckless disregard of duties,
performed in good faith in accordance with and pursuant to the management agreement.

The incentive fee payable to our Manager under the management agreement is payable quarterly and is based on our Core Earnings and
therefore, may cause our Manager to select investments in more risky assets to increase its incentive compensation.

Our Manager is entitled to receive incentive compensation based upon our achievement of targeted levels of Core Earnings. In evaluating
investments and other management strategies, the opportunity to earn incentive compensation based on Core Earnings may lead our Manager to
place undue emphasis on the maximization of Core Earnings at the expense of other criteria, such as preservation of capital, in order to achieve
higher incentive compensation. Investments with higher yield potential are generally riskier or more speculative. This could result in increased
risk to the value of our investment portfolio.

Core Earnings is a non-generally accepted accounting principle measure and is defined as generally accepted accounting principles
("GAAP") net income (loss) excluding non-cash equity compensation expense, the incentive fee, depreciation and amortization of real estate (to
the extent that we own properties), any unrealized gains, losses or other non-cash items recorded in net income for the period, regardless of
whether such items are included in other comprehensive income or loss, or in net income. The amount will be adjusted to exclude one-time
events pursuant to changes in GAAP and certain other non-cash charges after discussions between our Manager and our independent directors
and after approval by a majority of our independent directors.
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Our conflicts of interest policy may not adequately address all of the conflicts of interest that may arise with respect to our investment
activities and also may limit the allocation of investments to us.

In order to avoid any actual or perceived conflicts of interest with our Manager, Starwood Capital Group or any of the Starwood parties, we
have adopted a conflicts of interest policy to specifically address some of the conflicts relating to our investment opportunities. Although under
this policy the approval of a majority of our independent directors is required to approve (i) any purchase of our assets by any of the Starwood
parties and (ii) any purchase by us of any assets of any of the Starwood parties, there is no assurance that this policy will be adequate to address
all of the conflicts that may arise or will address such conflicts in a manner that results in the allocation of a particular investment opportunity to
us or is otherwise favorable to us. In addition, the Starwood Private Real Estate Funds currently, and additional competing vehicles may in the
future, participate in some of our investments, possibly at a more senior level in the capital structure of the underlying borrower and related real
estate than our investment. Our interests in such investments may also conflict with the interests of these funds in the event of a default or
restructuring of the investment. Participating investments will not be the result of arm's length negotiations and will involve potential conflicts
between our interests and those of the other participating funds in obtaining favorable terms. Since our executives are also executives of
Starwood Capital Group, the same personnel may determine the price and terms for the investments for both us and these funds and there can be
no assurance that any procedural protections, such as obtaining market prices or other reliable indicators of fair value, will prevent the
consideration we pay for these investments from exceeding their fair value or ensure that we receive terms for a particular investment
opportunity that are as favorable as those available from an independent third party.

Our board of directors has approved very broad investment guidelines for our Manager and does not approve each investment and financing
decision made by our Manager unless required by our investment guidelines.

Our Manager is authorized to follow very broad investment guidelines. Our board of directors will periodically review our investment
guidelines and our investment portfolio but will not, and will not be required to, review all of our proposed investments, except if the investment
requires us to commit either at least $150 million of capital or 25% of our equity in any individual asset. In addition, in conducting periodic
reviews, our board of directors may rely primarily on information provided to them by our Manager. Furthermore, our Manager may use
complex strategies, and transactions entered into by our Manager may be costly, difficult or impossible to unwind by the time they are reviewed
by our board of directors. Our Manager has great latitude within the broad parameters of our investment guidelines in determining the types and
amounts of target assets it decides are attractive investments for us, which could result in investment returns that are substantially below
expectations or that result in losses, which would materially and adversely affect our business operations and results. Further, decisions made
and investments and financing arrangements entered into by our Manager may not fully reflect the best interests of our stockholders.

Risks Related to Our Company

Our board of directors may change any of our investment strategy or guidelines, financing strategy or leverage policies without stockholder
consent.

Our board of directors may change any of our investment strategy or guidelines, financing strategy or leverage policies with respect to
investments, acquisitions, growth, operations, indebtedness, capitalization and distributions at any time without the consent of our stockholders,
which could result in an investment portfolio with a different risk profile. A change in our investment strategy may increase our exposure to
interest rate risk, default risk and real estate market fluctuations. These changes could adversely affect our financial condition, results of
operations, the market price of our common stock and our ability to make distributions to our stockholders.
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We are highly dependent on information systems and systems failures could significantly disrupt our business, which may, in turn,
negatively affect the market price of our common stock and our ability to pay dividends.

Our business is highly dependent on communications and information systems of Starwood Capital Group. Any failure or interruption of
Starwood Capital Group's systems could cause delays or other problems in our securities trading activities, which could have a material adverse
effect on our operating results and negatively affect the market price of our common stock and our ability to pay dividends to our stockholders.

Terrorist attacks and other acts of violence or war may affect the real estate industry and our business, financial condition and results of
operations.

The terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001 disrupted the U.S. financial markets, including the real estate capital markets, and negatively
impacted the U.S. economy in general. Any future terrorist attacks, the anticipation of any such attacks, the consequences of any military or
other response by the U.S. and its allies, and other armed conflicts could cause consumer confidence and spending to decrease or result in
increased volatility in the U.S. and worldwide financial markets and economy. The economic impact of these events could also adversely affect
the credit quality of some of our loans and investments and the properties underlying our interests.

We may suffer losses as a result of the adverse impact of any future attacks and these losses may adversely impact our performance and
may cause the market value of our common stock to decline or be more volatile. A prolonged economic slowdown, a recession or declining real
estate values could impair the performance of our investments and harm our financial condition and results of operations, increase our funding
costs, limit our access to the capital markets or result in a decision by lenders not to extend credit to us. We cannot predict the severity of the
effect that potential future terrorist attacks would have on us. Losses resulting from these types of events may not be fully insurable.

In addition, the events of September 11th created significant uncertainty regarding the ability of real estate owners of high profile assets to
obtain insurance coverage protecting against terrorist attacks at commercially reasonable rates, if at all. With the enactment of the Terrorism
Risk Insurance Act of 2002 (the "TRIA"), and the subsequent enactment of the Terrorism Risk Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 2007,
which extended the TRIA through the end of 2014, insurers must make terrorism insurance available under their property and casualty insurance
policies, but this legislation does not regulate the pricing of such insurance. The absence of affordable insurance coverage may adversely affect
the general real estate lending market, lending volume and the market's overall liquidity and may reduce the number of suitable investment
opportunities available to us and the pace at which we are able to make investments. If the properties underlying our interests are unable to
obtain affordable insurance coverage, the value of our interests could decline, and in the event of an uninsured loss, we could lose all or a portion
of our investment.

Risks Related to Sources of Financing
Our access to sources of financing may be limited and thus our ability to maximize our returns may be adversely affected.

Our financing sources currently include our credit agreement and our master repurchase agreements, which are described in Liquidity and
Capital Resources and may include additional borrowings in the form of bank credit facilities (including term loans and revolving facilities),
repurchase agreements, warehouse facilities, structured financing arrangements, public and private equity and debt issuances and derivative
instruments, in addition to transaction or asset specific funding arrangements.
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Our access to additional sources of financing will depend upon a number of factors, over which we have little or no control, including:

general market conditions;

the market's view of the quality of our assets;

the market's perception of our growth potential;

our current and potential future earnings and cash distributions; and

the market price of the shares of our common stock.

The current dislocation and weakness in the capital and credit markets could adversely affect one or more private lenders and could cause
one or more of our private lenders to be unwilling or unable to provide us with financing or to increase the costs of that financing. In addition, if
regulatory capital requirements imposed on our private lenders change, they may be required to limit, or increase the cost of, financing they
provide to us. In general, this could potentially increase our financing costs and reduce our liquidity or require us to sell assets at an inopportune
time or price.

To the extent structured financing arrangements are unavailable, we may have to rely more heavily on additional equity issuances, which
may be dilutive to our stockholders, or on less efficient forms of debt financing that require a larger portion of our cash flow from operations,
thereby reducing funds available for our operations, future business opportunities, cash distributions to our stockholders and other purposes. We
cannot assure you that we will have access to such equity or debt capital on favorable terms (including, without limitation, cost and term) at the
desired times, or at all, which may cause us to curtail our asset acquisition activities and/or dispose of assets, which could negatively affect our
results of operations.

We may incur significant debt, which will subject us to increased risk of loss and may reduce cash available for distributions to our
stockholders.

Our financing facilities currently include our credit agreement and our master repurchase agreements, which are described in Liquidity and
Capital Resources. Subject to market conditions and availability, we may incur additional debt through bank credit facilities (including term
loans and revolving facilities), repurchase agreements, warehouse facilities and structured financing arrangements, public and private debt
issuances and derivative instruments, in addition to transaction or asset specific funding arrangements. The percentage of leverage we employ
will vary depending on our available capital, our ability to obtain and access financing arrangements with lenders and the lenders' and rating
agencies' estimate of the stability of our investment portfolio's cash flow. Our governing documents contain no limitation on the amount of debt
we may incur. We may significantly increase the amount of leverage we utilize at any time without approval of our board of directors. However,
under our current repurchase agreements and bank credit facility, our total leverage may not exceed 75% of total assets (as defined), as adjusted
to remove the impact of bona-fide loan sales that are accounted for as financings and the consolidation of variable interest entities pursuant to
GAAP. In addition, we may leverage individual assets at substantially higher levels. Incurring substantial debt could subject us to many risks
that, if realized, would materially and adversely affect us, including the risk that:

our cash flow from operations may be insufficient to make required payments of principal of and interest on the debt or we
may fail to comply with all of the other covenants contained in the debt, which is likely to result in (i) acceleration of such
debt (and any other debt containing a cross-default or cross-acceleration provision) that we may be unable to repay from
internal funds or to refinance on favorable terms, or at all, (ii) our inability to borrow unused amounts under our financing
arrangements, even if we are current in payments on borrowings under those arrangements and/or (iii) the loss of some or all
of our assets to foreclosure or sale;
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our debt may increase our vulnerability to adverse economic and industry conditions with no assurance that investment
yields will increase with higher financing costs;

we may be required to dedicate a substantial portion of our cash flow from operations to payments on our debt, thereby
reducing funds available for operations, future business opportunities, stockholder distributions or other purposes; and

we are not able to refinance debt that matures prior to the investment it was used to finance on favorable terms, or at all.
Interest rate fluctuations could significantly decrease our results of operations and cash flows and the market value of our investments.

Our primary interest rate exposures relate to the following:

changes in interest rates may affect the yield on our investments and the financing cost of our debt, as well as the
performance of our interest rate swaps that we utilize for hedging purposes, which could result in operating losses for us

should interest expense exceed interest income;

declines in interest rates may reduce the yield on existing floating rate assets and/or the yield on prospective investments;

changes in the level of interest rates may affect our ability to source investments;

increases in the level of interest rates may negatively impact the value of our investments and our ability to realize gains
from the disposition of assets;

increases in the level of interest rates may increase the credit risk of our assets by negatively impacting the ability of our
borrower's to pay debt service on our floating rate loan assets, refinance our assets upon maturity, and can negatively impact
the value of the real estate collateral supporting our investments through the impact increases in interest rates can have on

property valuation capitalization rates; and

changes in interest rates and/or the differential between U.S. Dollar interest rates and those of non-dollar currencies in which
we invest can adversely affect the value of our non-dollar assets and/or associated currency hedging transactions.

Any warehouse facilities that we obtain may limit our ability to acquire assets, and we may incur losses if the collateral is liquidated.

We may utilize, if available, warehouse facilities pursuant to which we would accumulate mortgage loans in anticipation of a securitization
financing, which assets would be pledged as collateral for such facilities until the securitization transaction is consummated. In order to borrow
funds to acquire assets under any future warehouse facilities, we expect that our lenders there under would have the right to review the potential
assets for which we are seeking financing. We may be unable to obtain the consent of a lender to acquire assets that we believe would be
beneficial to us and we may be unable to obtain alternate financing for such assets. In addition, no assurance can be given that a securitization
structure would be consummated with respect to the assets being warehoused. If the securitization is not consummated, the lender could
liquidate the warehoused collateral and we would then have to pay any amount by which the original purchase price of the collateral assets
exceeds its sale price, subject to negotiated caps, if any, on our exposure. In addition, regardless of whether the securitization is consummated, if
any of the warehoused collateral is sold before the consummation, we would have to bear any resulting loss on the sale. Currently, we have no
warehouse facilities in place, and no assurance can be given that we will be able to obtain one or more warehouse facilities on favorable terms,
or at all.
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The utilization of any of our repurchase facilities is subject to the pre-approval of the lender.

We utilize repurchase agreements to finance the purchase of certain investments. In order to borrow funds under a repurchase agreement,
the lender has the right to review the potential assets for which we are seeking financing and approve such asset in its sole discretion.
Accordingly, we may be unable to obtain the consent of a lender to finance an investment and alternate sources of financing for such asset may
not exist.

We are subject to margin calls from our lenders under our financing facilities.

Subject to certain conditions, our lenders retain the sole discretion over the market value of loans and and/or securities that serve as
collateral for the borrowings under our financing facilities for purposes of determining whether we are required to pay margin to such lenders.

A failure to comply with restrictive covenants in our repurchase agreements and financing facilities would have a material adverse affect on
us, and any future financings may require us to provide additional collateral or pay down debt.

We are subject to various restrictive covenants contained in our existing financing arrangements and may become subject to additional
covenants in connection with future financings. Our credit agreement contains covenants that restrict our ability to incur additional debt or liens,
make certain investments or acquisitions, merge, consolidate or transfer or dispose of substantially all assets or otherwise dispose of property
and assets, pay dividends and make certain other restricted payments, change the nature of our business, and enter into transactions with
affiliates. The credit agreement, as well as our master repurchase agreements, each requires us to maintain compliance with various financial
covenants, including a minimum tangible net worth and cash liquidity, and specified financial ratios, such as total debt to total assets and
EBITDA to fixed charges. These covenants may limit our flexibility to pursue certain investments or incur additional debt. If we fail to meet or
satisfy any of these covenants, we would be in default under these agreements, and our lenders could elect to declare outstanding amounts due
and payable, terminate their commitments, require the posting of additional collateral and enforce their interests against existing collateral. We
may also be subject to cross-default and acceleration rights and, with respect to collateralized debt, the posting of additional collateral and
foreclosure rights upon default. Further, this could also make it difficult for us to satisfy the distribution requirements necessary to maintain our
status as a REIT for U.S. federal income tax purposes.

These types of financing arrangements also involve the risk that the market value of the loans pledged or sold by us to the repurchase
agreement counterparty or provider of the bank credit facility may decline in value, in which case the lender may require us to provide additional
collateral or to repay all or a portion of the funds advanced. We may not have the funds available to repay our debt at that time, which would
likely result in defaults unless we are able to raise the funds from alternative sources, which we may not be able to achieve on favorable terms or
at all. Posting additional collateral would reduce our liquidity and limit our ability to leverage our assets. If we cannot meet these requirements,
the lender could accelerate our indebtedness, increase the interest rate on advanced funds and terminate our ability to borrow funds from them,
which could materially and adversely affect our financial condition and ability to implement our business plan. In addition, in the event that the
lender files for bankruptcy or becomes insolvent, our loans may become subject to bankruptcy or insolvency proceedings, thus depriving us, at
least temporarily, of the benefit of these assets. Such an event could restrict our access to bank credit facilities and increase our cost of capital.
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If one or more of our Manager's executive officers are no longer employed by our Manager, financial institutions providing any financing
arrangements we may have may not provide future financing to us, which could materially and adversely affect us.

If financial institutions with whom we seek to finance our investments require that one or more of our Manager's executives continue to
serve in such capacity and if one or more of our Manager's executives are no longer employed by our Manager, it may constitute an event of
default and the financial institution providing the arrangement may have acceleration rights with respect to outstanding borrowings and
termination rights with respect to our ability to finance our future investments with that institution. If we are unable to obtain financing for our
accelerated borrowings and for our future investments under such circumstances, we could be materially and adversely affected.

We directly or indirectly utilize non-recourse securitizations, and such structures expose us to risks that could result in losses to us.

We utilize non-recourse securitizations of our investments in mortgage loans to the extent consistent with the maintenance of our REIT
qualification and exemption from the 1940 Act, in order to generate cash for funding new investments and/or to leverage existing assets. In most
instances, this involves us transferring our loans to a special purpose securitization entity in exchange for cash. In some sale transactions, we
also retain a subordinated interest in the loans sold. The securitization of our portfolio investments might magnify our exposure to losses on
those portfolio investments because the subordinated interest we retain in the loans sold would be subordinate to the senior interest in the loans
sold, and we would, therefore, absorb all of the losses sustained with respect to a loan sold before the owners of the senior interest experience
any losses. Moreover, we cannot be assured that we will be able to access the securitization market in the future, or be able to do so at favorable
rates. The inability to consummate securitizations of our portfolio to finance our investments on a long-term basis could require us to seek other
forms of potentially less attractive financing or to liquidate assets at an inopportune time or price, which could adversely affect our performance
and our ability to grow our business.

Risks Related to Hedging
We enter into hedging transactions that could expose us to contingent liabilities in the future.

Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT, part of our investment strategy involves entering into hedging transactions that require
us to fund cash payments in certain circumstances (such as the early termination of the hedging instrument caused by an event of default or other
early termination event, or the decision by a counterparty to request margin securities it is contractually owed under the terms of the hedging
instrument). The amount due would be equal to the unrealized loss of the open swap positions with the respective counterparty and could also
include other fees and charges. These economic losses will be reflected in our results of operations, and our ability to fund these obligations will
depend on the liquidity of our assets and access to capital at the time, and the need to fund these obligations could adversely impact our financial
condition.
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Hedging may adversely affect our earnings, which could reduce our cash available for distribution to our stockholders.

Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT, we pursue various hedging strategies to seek to reduce our exposure to adverse changes
in interest rates. Our hedging activity varies in scope based on the level and volatility of interest rates, exchange rates, the type of assets held and
other changing market conditions. Hedging may fail to protect or could adversely affect us because, among other things:

interest rate, currency and/or credit hedging can be expensive and may result in us receiving less interest income;

available interest rate hedges may not correspond directly with the interest rate risk for which protection is sought;

due to a credit loss, prepayment or asset sale, the duration of the hedge may not match the duration of the related asset or
liability;

the amount of income that a REIT may earn from hedging transactions (other than hedging transactions that satisfy certain
requirements of the Code or that are done through a taxable REIT subsidiary ("TRS")) to offset losses is limited by U.S.

federal tax provisions governing REITs;

the credit quality of the hedging counterparty owing money on the hedge may be downgraded to such an extent that it
impairs our ability to sell or assign our side of the hedging transaction; and

the hedging counterparty owing money in the hedging transaction may default on its obligation to pay.
In addition, we may fail to recalculate, readjust and execute hedges in an efficient manner.

Any hedging activity in which we engage may materially and adversely affect our results of operations and cash flows. Therefore, while we
may enter into such transactions seeking to reduce risks, unanticipated changes in interest rates, credit spreads or currencies may result in poorer
overall investment performance than if we had not engaged in any such hedging transactions. In addition, the degree of correlation between price
movements of the instruments used in a hedging strategy and price movements in the portfolio positions or liabilities being hedged may vary
materially. Moreover, for a variety of reasons, we may not seek to establish a perfect correlation between such hedging instruments and the
portfolio positions or liabilities being hedged. Any such imperfect correlation may prevent us from achieving the intended hedge and expose us
to risk of loss.

Hedging instruments often are not traded on regulated exchanges, guaranteed by an exchange or its clearing house, or regulated by any
U.S. or foreign governmental authorities and involve risks and costs that could result in material losses.

The cost of using hedging instruments increases as the period covered by the instrument increases and during periods of rising and volatile
interest rates. In addition, hedging instruments involve risk because they often are not traded on regulated exchanges, guaranteed by an exchange
or its clearing house, or regulated by any U.S. or foreign governmental authorities. Consequently, there are no requirements with respect to
record keeping, financial responsibility or segregation of customer funds and positions. Furthermore, the enforceability of agreements
underlying hedging transactions may depend on compliance with applicable statutory and commodity and other regulatory requirements and,
depending on the identity of the counterparty, applicable international requirements. The business
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failure of a hedging counterparty with whom we enter into a hedging transaction will most likely result in its default. Default by a party with
whom we enter into a hedging transaction may result in the loss of unrealized profits and force us to cover our commitments, if any, at the then
current market price. Although generally we will seek to reserve the right to terminate our hedging positions, it may not always be possible to
dispose of or close out a hedging position without the consent of the hedging counterparty and we may not be able to enter into an offsetting
contract in order to cover our risk. We cannot assure you that a liquid secondary market will exist for hedging instruments purchased or sold, and
we may be required to maintain a position until exercise or expiration, which could result in significant losses.

We may fail to qualify for, or choose not to elect, hedge accounting treatment.

We record derivative and hedging transactions in accordance with GAAP. Under these standards, we may fail to qualify for, or choose not
to elect, hedge accounting treatment for a number of reasons, including if we use instruments that do not meet the definition of a derivative (such
as short sales), we fail to satisfy hedge documentation and hedge effectiveness assessment requirements or our instruments are not highly
effective. If we fail to qualify for hedge accounting treatment, our operating results may be volatile because changes in the fair value of the
derivatives that we enter into may not be offset by a change in the fair value of the related hedged transaction or item.

We enter into derivative contracts that could expose us to contingent liabilities in the future.

Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT, we enter into derivative contracts that could require us to fund cash payments in the
future under certain circumstances (e.g., the early termination of the derivative agreement caused by an event of default or other early
termination event, or the decision by a counterparty to request margin securities it is contractually owed under the terms of the derivative
contract). The amount due would be equal to the unrealized loss of the open swap positions with the respective counterparty and could also
include other fees and charges. These economic losses may materially and adversely affect our results of operations and cash flows.

Risks Related to Our Investments
We may not be able to identify assets that meet our investment objective.

We cannot assure you that we will be able to identify additional assets that meet our investment objective, that we will be successful in
consummating any investment opportunities we identify or that one or more investments we may make will yield attractive risk-adjusted returns.
Our inability to do any of the foregoing likely would materially and adversely affect our results of operations and cash flows and our ability to
make distributions to our stockholders.

Until appropriate investments can be identified, our Manager may invest our cash in interest-bearing short-term investments, including
Agency RMBS, AAA-rated CMBS and money market accounts and/or funds, which are consistent with our intention to qualify as a REIT.
These investments are expected to provide a lower net return than we will seek to achieve from investments in our target assets. Our Manager
intends to conduct due diligence with respect to each investment and suitable investment opportunities may not be immediately available. Even
if opportunities are available, there can be no assurance that our Manager's due diligence processes will uncover all relevant facts or that any
investment will be successful.
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The lack of liquidity in our investments may adversely affect our business.

The lack of liquidity of our investments in real estate loans and investments other than certain of our investments in MBS may make it
difficult for us to sell such investments if the need or desire arises. Many of the securities we purchase are not registered under the relevant
securities laws, resulting in a prohibition against their transfer, sale, pledge or their disposition except in a transaction that is exempt from the
registration requirements of, or otherwise in accordance with, those laws. In addition, certain investments such as B-Notes, mezzanine loans and
bridge and other loans are also particularly illiquid investments due to their short life, their potential unsuitability for securitization and the
greater difficulty of recovery in the event of a borrower's default. As a result, many of our current investments are, and our future investments
will be illiquid and if we are required to liquidate all or a portion of our portfolio quickly, we may realize significantly less than the value at
which we have previously recorded our investments. Further, we may face other restrictions on our ability to liquidate an investment in a
business entity to the extent that we or our Manager has or could be attributed with material, non-public information regarding such business
entity. As a result, our ability to vary our portfolio in response to changes in economic and other conditions may be relatively limited, which
could adversely affect our results of operations and financial condition.

Our investments may be concentrated and are subject to risk of default.

While we seek to diversify our portfolio of investments, we are not required to observe specific diversification criteria, except as may be set
forth in the investment guidelines adopted by our board of directors. Therefore, our investments in our target assets may at times be concentrated
in certain property types that are subject to higher risk of foreclosure, or secured by properties concentrated in a limited number of geographic
locations. To the extent that our portfolio is concentrated in any one region or type of asset, downturns relating generally to such region or type
of asset may result in defaults on a number of our investments within a short time period, which may reduce our net income and the value of our
common stock and accordingly reduce our ability to pay dividends to our stockholders.

Difficult conditions in the mortgage, commercial and residential real estate markets may cause us to experience market losses related to our
holdings, and we do not expect these conditions to improve in the near future.

Our results of operations are materially affected by conditions in the real estate markets, the financial markets and the economy generally.
Continuing concerns about the declining real estate market, as well as inflation, energy costs, geopolitical issues and the availability and cost of
credit, have contributed to increased volatility and diminished expectations for the economy and markets going forward. The mortgage market
has been severely affected by changes in the lending landscape and there is no assurance that these conditions have stabilized or that they will
not worsen. The disruption in the mortgage market has an impact on new demand for homes, which will compress the home ownership rates and
weigh heavily on future home price performance. There is a strong correlation between home price growth rates and mortgage loan
delinquencies. The further deterioration of the real estate market may cause us to experience losses related to our assets and to sell assets at a
loss. Declines in the market values of our investments may adversely affect our results of operations and credit availability, which may reduce
earnings and, in turn, cash available for distribution to our stockholders.

24

31



Edgar Filing: STARWOOD PROPERTY TRUST, INC. - Form 10-K

Table of Contents

We operate in a highly competitive market for investment opportunities and competition may limit our ability to acquire desirable
investments in our target assets and could also affect the pricing of these securities.

We operate in a highly competitive market for investment opportunities. Our profitability depends, in large part, on our ability to acquire
our target assets at attractive prices. In acquiring our target assets, we compete with a variety of institutional investors, including other REITs,
commercial and investment banks, specialty finance companies, public and private funds (including other funds managed by Starwood Capital
Group), commercial finance and insurance companies and other financial institutions. Many of our competitors are substantially larger and have
considerably greater financial, technical, marketing and other resources than we do. Several other REITs have recently raised significant
amounts of capital, and may have investment objectives that overlap with ours, which may create additional competition for investment
opportunities. Some competitors may have a lower cost of funds and access to funding sources that may not be available to us, such as funding
from the U.S. Government, if we are not eligible to participate in programs established by the U.S. Government. Many of our competitors are
not subject to the operating constraints associated with REIT tax compliance or maintenance of an exemption from the 1940 Act. In addition,
some of our competitors may have higher risk tolerances or different risk assessments, which could allow them to consider a wider variety of
investments and establish more relationships than us. Furthermore, competition for investments in our target assets may lead to the price of such
assets increasing, which may further limit our ability to generate desired returns. We cannot assure you that the competitive pressures we face
will not have a material adverse effect on our business, financial condition and results of operations. Also, as a result of this competition,
desirable investments in our target assets may be limited in the future and we may not be able to continue to take advantage of attractive
investment opportunities from time to time, as we can provide no assurance that we will be able to identify and make investments that are
consistent with our investment objectives.

The commercial mortgage loans we acquire and the mortgage loans underlying our CMBS investments are subject to the ability of the
commercial property owner to generate net income from operating the property as well as the risks of delinquency and foreclosure.

Commercial mortgage loans are secured by multifamily or commercial property and are subject to risks of delinquency and foreclosure, and
risks of loss that may be greater than similar risks associated with loans made on the security of single-family residential property. The ability of
a borrower to repay a loan secured by an income-producing property typically is dependent primarily upon the successful operation of such
property rather than upon the existence of independent income or assets of the borrower. If the net operating income of the property is reduced,
the borrower's ability to repay the loan may be impaired. Net operating income of an income-producing property can be adversely affected by,
among other things,

tenant mix;

success of tenant businesses;

property management decisions;

property location, condition and design;

competition from comparable types of properties;

changes in laws that increase operating expenses or limit rents that may be charged;

changes in national, regional or local economic conditions and/or specific industry segments, including the credit and
securitization markets;
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declines in regional or local real estate values;

declines in regional or local rental or occupancy rates;

increases in interest rates, real estate tax rates and other operating expenses;

costs of remediation and liabilities associated with environmental conditions;

the potential for uninsured or underinsured property losses;

changes in governmental laws and regulations, including fiscal policies, zoning ordinances and environmental legislation

and the related costs of compliance; and

acts of God, terrorist attacks, social unrest and civil disturbances.

In the event of any default under a mortgage loan held directly by us, we will bear a risk of loss of principal to the extent of any deficiency
between the value of the collateral and the principal and accrued interest of the mortgage loan, which could have a material adverse effect on our
cash flow from operations and limit amounts available for distribution to our stockholders. In the event of the bankruptcy of a mortgage loan
borrower, the mortgage loan to such borrower will be deemed to be secured only to the extent of the value of the underlying collateral at the time
of bankruptcy (as determined by the bankruptcy court), and the lien securing the mortgage loan will be subject to the avoidance powers of the
bankruptcy trustee or debtor-in-possession to the extent the lien is unenforceable under state law. Foreclosure of a mortgage loan can be an
expensive and lengthy process, which could have a substantial negative effect on our anticipated return on the foreclosed mortgage loan.

Our investments in CMBS are generally subject to losses.

Our investments in CMBS are subject to losses. In general, losses on a mortgaged property securing a mortgage loan included in a
securitization will be borne first by the equity holder of the property, then by a cash reserve fund or letter of credit, if any, then by the holder of a
mezzanine loan or B-Note, if any, then by the "first loss" subordinated security holder (generally, the "B-Piece" buyer) and then by the holder of
a higher-rated security. In the event of default and the exhaustion of any equity support, reserve fund, letter of credit, mezzanine loans or
B-Notes, and any classes of securities junior to those in which we invest, we will not be able to recover all of our investment in the securities we
purchase. In addition, if the underlying mortgage portfolio has been overvalued by the originator, or if the values subsequently decline and, as a
result, less collateral is available to satisfy interest and principal payments due on the related MBS, there would be an increased risk of loss. The
prices of lower credit quality securities are generally less sensitive to interest rate changes than more highly rated investments, but more
sensitive to adverse economic downturns or individual issuer developments.

If our Manager overestimates the yields or incorrectly prices the risks of our investments, we may experience losses.

Our Manager values our potential investments based on yields and risks, taking into account estimated future losses on the mortgage loans
and the underlying collateral included in the securitization's pools, and the estimated impact of these losses on expected future cash flows and
returns. Our Manager's loss estimates may not prove accurate, as actual results may vary from estimates. In the event that our Manager
underestimates the asset level losses relative to the price we pay for a particular investment, we may experience losses with respect to such
mvestment.
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Our investments in corporate bank debt and debt securities of commercial real estate operating or finance companies are subject to the
specific risks relating to the particular company and to the general risks of investing in real estate-related loans and securities, which may
result in significant losses.

We invest in corporate bank debt and may invest in debt securities of commercial real estate operating or finance companies. These
investments involve special risks relating to the particular company, including its financial condition, liquidity, results of operations, business
and prospects. In particular, the debt securities are often non-collateralized and may also be subordinated to its other obligations. We also invest
in debt securities of companies that are not rated or are rated non-investment grade by one or more rating agencies. Investments that are not rated
or are rated non-investment grade have a higher risk of default than investment grade rated assets and therefore may result in losses to us. We
have not adopted any limit on such investments.

These investments also subject us to the risks inherent with real estate- related investments, including:

risks of delinquency and foreclosure, and risks of loss in the event thereof;

the dependence upon the successful operation of, and net income from, real property;

risks generally incident to interests in real property; and

risks specific to the type and use of a particular property.

These risks may adversely affect the value of our investments in commercial real estate operating and finance companies and the ability of
the issuers thereof to make principal and interest payments in a timely manner, or at all, and could result in significant losses.

Investments in non-conforming and non-investment grade rated loans or securities involve increased risk of loss.

Many of our investments do not conform to conventional loan standards applied by traditional lenders and either are not rated or rated as
non-investment grade by the rating agencies. The non-investment grade ratings for these assets typically result from the overall leverage of the
loans, the lack of a strong operating history for the properties underlying the loans, the borrowers' credit history, the properties' underlying cash
flow or other factors. As a result, these investments have a higher risk of default and loss than investment grade rated assets. Any loss we incur
may be significant and may reduce distributions to our stockholders and adversely affect the market value of our common stock. There are no
limits on the percentage of unrated or non-investment grade rated assets we may hold in our investment portfolio.

Any credit ratings assigned to our investments are subject to ongoing evaluations and revisions and we cannot assure you that those ratings
will not be downgraded.

Some of our investments are rated by Moody's Investors Service, Fitch Ratings, S&P, DBRS, Inc. or Realpoint LLC. Any credit ratings on
our investments are subject to ongoing evaluation by credit rating agencies, and we cannot assure you that any such ratings will not be changed
or withdrawn by a rating agency in the future if, in its judgment, circumstances warrant. If rating agencies assign a lower-than-expected rating or
reduce or withdraw, or indicate that they may reduce or withdraw, their ratings of our investments in the future, the value of these investments
could significantly decline, which would adversely affect the value of our investment portfolio and could result in losses upon disposition or the
failure of borrowers to satisfy their debt service obligations to us.
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The B-Notes that we acquire may be subject to additional risks related to the privately negotiated structure and terms of the transaction,
which may result in losses to us.

We may invest in B-Notes. B-Notes are mortgage loans typically (1) secured by a first mortgage on a single large commercial property or
group of related properties and (2) subordinated to an A-Note secured by the same first mortgage on the same collateral. As a result, if a
borrower defaults, there may not be sufficient funds remaining for B-Note holders after payment to the A Note holders. However, because each
transaction is privately negotiated, B-Notes can vary in their structural characteristics and risks. For example, the rights of holders of B-Notes to
control the process following a borrower default may vary from transaction to transaction. Further, B-Notes typically are secured by a single
property and so reflect the risks associated with significant concentration. Significant losses related to our B-Notes would result in operating
losses for us and may limit our ability to make distributions to our stockholders.

Our mezzanine loan assets involve greater risks of loss than senior loans secured by income-producing properties.

We invest in mezzanine loans, which take the form of subordinated loans secured by second mortgages on the underlying property or loans
secured by a pledge of the ownership interests of either the entity owning the property or a pledge of the ownership interests of the entity that
owns the interest in the entity owning the property. These types of assets involve a higher degree of risk than long-term senior mortgage lending
secured by income-producing real property, because the loan may become unsecured as a result of foreclosure by the senior lender. In the event
of a bankruptcy of the entity providing the pledge of its ownership interests as security, we may not have full recourse to the assets of such
entity, or the assets of the entity may not be sufficient to satisfy our mezzanine loan. If a borrower defaults on our mezzanine loan or debt senior
to our loan, or in the event of a borrower bankruptcy, our mezzanine loan will be satisfied only after the senior debt. As a result, we may not
recover some or all of our initial expenditure. In addition, mezzanine loans may have higher loan-to-value ratios than conventional mortgage
loans, resulting in less equity in the property and increasing the risk of loss of principal. Significant losses related to our mezzanine loans would
result in operating losses for us and may limit our ability to make distributions to our stockholders.

Bridge loans involve a greater risk of loss than traditional investment-grade mortgage loans with fully insured borrowers.

We may acquire bridge loans secured by first lien mortgages on a property to borrowers who are typically seeking short-term capital to be
used in an acquisition, construction or rehabilitation of a property, or other short-term liquidity needs. The typical borrower under a bridge loan
has usually identified an undervalued asset that has been under-managed and/or is located in a recovering market. If the market in which the
asset is located fails to recover according to the borrower's projections, or if the borrower fails to improve the quality of the asset's management
and/or the value of the asset, the borrower may not receive a sufficient return on the asset to satisfy the bridge loan, and we bear the risk that we
may not recover some or all of our initial expenditure.

In addition, borrowers usually use the proceeds of a conventional mortgage to repay a bridge loan. Bridge loans therefore are subject to
risks of a borrower's inability to obtain permanent financing to repay the bridge loan. Bridge loans are also subject to risks of borrower defaults,
bankruptcies, fraud, losses and special hazard losses that are not covered by standard hazard insurance. In the event of any default under bridge
loans held by us, we bear the risk of loss of principal and non-payment of interest and fees to the extent of any deficiency between the value of
the mortgage collateral and the principal amount and unpaid interest of the bridge loan. To the extent we suffer such losses with respect to our
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bridge loans, the value of our company and the price of our shares of common stock may be adversely affected.
We purchase securities backed by subprime or alternative documentation residential mortgage loans, which are subject to increased risks.

We own non-Agency RMBS backed by collateral pools of mortgage loans that have been originated using underwriting standards that are
less restrictive than those used in underwriting "prime mortgage loans." These lower standards include mortgage loans made to borrowers
having imperfect or impaired credit histories, mortgage loans where the amount of the loan at origination is 80% or more of the value of the
mortgage property, mortgage loans made to borrowers with low credit scores, mortgage loans made to borrowers who have other debt that
represents a large portion of their income and mortgage loans made to borrowers whose income is not required to be disclosed or verified. Due
to economic conditions, including increased interest rates and lower home prices, as well as aggressive lending practices, subprime mortgage
loans have in recent periods experienced increased rates of delinquency, foreclosure, bankruptcy and loss, and they are likely to continue to
experience delinquency, foreclosure, bankruptcy and loss rates that are higher, and that may be substantially higher, than those experienced by
mortgage loans underwritten in a more traditional manner. Thus, because of the higher delinquency rates and losses associated with subprime
mortgage loans and alternative documentation ("Alt A") mortgage loans, the performance of non-Agency RMBS backed by subprime mortgage
loans and Alt A mortgage loans that we may acquire could be correspondingly adversely affected, which could adversely impact our results of
operations, financial condition and business.

The residential mortgage loans that we acquire, and that underlie the RMBS we acquire, are subject to risks particular to investments
secured by mortgage loans on residential real estate property.

Residential mortgage loans are secured by single family residential property and are subject to risks of delinquency and foreclosure and
risks of loss. The ability of a borrower to repay a loan secured by a residential property typically is dependent upon the income or assets of the
borrower. A number of factors may impair borrowers' abilities to repay their loans, including:

acts of God, which may result in uninsured losses;

acts of war or terrorism, including the consequences of events;

adverse changes in national and local economic and market conditions;

changes in governmental laws and regulations, including fiscal policies, zoning ordinances and environmental legislation
and the related costs of compliance;

costs of remediation and liabilities associated with environmental conditions; and

the potential for uninsured or under-insured property losses.

We may acquire non-Agency RMBS, which are backed by residential real estate property but, in contrast to Agency RMBS, their principal
and interest are not guaranteed by federally chartered entities such as Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac and, in the case of Ginnie Mae, the U.S.
Government. Our investments in RMBS are subject to the risks of defaults, foreclosure timeline extension, fraud, home price depreciation and
unfavorable modification of loan principal amount, interest rate and amortization of principal, accompanying the underlying residential
mortgage loans. In the event of defaults on the residential mortgage loans that underlie our investments in Agency RMBS and the
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exhaustion of any underlying or any additional credit support, we may not realize our anticipated return on our investments and we may incur a
loss on these investments.

Prepayment rates may adversely affect the value of our investment portfolio.

The value of our investment portfolio is affected by prepayment rates on our mortgage assets. In many cases, borrowers are not prohibited
from making prepayments on their mortgage loans. Prepayment rates are influenced by changes in interest rates and a variety of economic,
geographic and other factors beyond our control, including, without limitation, housing and financial markets and relative interest rates on fixed
rate mortgage loans, and adjustable rate mortgage loans ("ARMs"), and consequently prepayment rates cannot be predicted.

We generally receive payments from principal payments that are made on our mortgage assets, including residential mortgage loans
underlying the Agency RMBS or the non-Agency RMBS that we acquire. When borrowers prepay their residential mortgage loans faster than
expected, it results in prepayments that are faster than expected on the RMBS. Faster than expected prepayments could adversely affect our
profitability and our ability to recoup our cost of certain investments purchased at a premium over par value, including in the following ways:

We may purchase RMBS that have a higher interest rate than the market interest rate at the time. In exchange for this higher
interest rate, we may pay a premium over the par value to acquire our mortgage asset. In accordance with GAAP, we may
amortize this premium over the estimated term of our mortgage asset. If our mortgage asset is prepaid in whole or in part
prior to its maturity date, however, we may be required to expense the premium that was prepaid at the time of the

prepayment.

Prepayment rates generally increase when interest rates fall and decrease when interest rates rise, making it unlikely that we
would be able to reinvest the proceeds of any prepayment in mortgage assets of similar quality and terms (including yield).
If we are unable to invest in similar mortgage assets, we would be adversely affected.

While we seek to minimize prepayment risk to the extent practical, in selecting investments we must balance prepayment risk against other
risks and the potential returns of each investment. No strategy can completely insulate us from prepayment risk.

Interest rate mismatches between our Agency RMBS backed by ARMs and our borrowings used to fund our purchases of these assets may
reduce our net interest income and cause us to suffer a loss during periods of rising interest rates.

To the extent that we invest in Agency RMBS backed by ARMs, we may finance these investments with borrowings that have interest rates
that adjust more frequently than the interest rate indices and repricing terms of Agency RMBS backed by ARMs. Accordingly, if short-term
interest rates increase, our borrowing costs may increase faster than the interest rates on Agency RMBS backed by ARMs adjust. As a result, in
a period of rising interest rates, we could experience a decrease in net income or a net loss. In most cases, the interest rate indices and repricing
terms of Agency RMBS backed by ARMs and our borrowings will not be identical, thereby potentially creating an interest rate mismatch
between our investments and our borrowings. While the historical spread between relevant short-term interest rate indices has been relatively
stable, there have been periods when the spread between these indices was volatile. During periods of changing interest rates, these interest rate
index mismatches could reduce our net income or produce a net loss, and adversely affect our ability to make distributions and the market price
of our common stock.
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In addition, Agency RMBS backed by ARMs are typically subject to lifetime interest rate caps which limit the amount an interest rate can
increase through the maturity of the Agency RMBS. However, our borrowings under repurchase agreements typically are not subject to similar
restrictions. Accordingly, in a period of rapidly increasing interest rates, the interest rates paid on our borrowings could increase without
limitation while caps could limit the interest rates on these types of Agency RMBS. This problem is magnified for Agency RMBS backed by
ARMs that are not fully indexed. Further, some Agency RMBS backed by ARMs may be subject to periodic payment caps that result in a
portion of the interest being deferred and added to the principal outstanding. As a result, we may receive less cash income on these types of
Agency RMBS than we need to pay interest on our related borrowings. These factors could reduce our net interest income and cause us to suffer
a loss during periods of rising interest rates.

Construction loans involve an increased risk of loss.

We invest in construction loans. If we fail to fund our entire commitment on a construction loan or if a borrower otherwise fails to complete
the construction of a project, there could be adverse consequences associated with the loan, including: a loss of the value of the property
securing the loan, especially if the borrower is unable to raise funds to complete it from other sources; a borrower claim against us for failure to
perform under the loan documents; increased costs to the borrower that the borrower is unable to pay; a bankruptcy filing by the borrower; and
abandonment by the borrower of the collateral for the loan.

Risks of cost overruns and noncompletion of renovation of the properties underlying rehabilitation loans may result in significant losses.

The renovation, refurbishment or expansion by a borrower under a mortgaged property involves risks of cost overruns and noncompletion.
Estimates of the costs of improvements to bring an acquired property up to standards established for the market position intended for that
property may prove inaccurate. Other risks may include rehabilitation costs exceeding original estimates, possibly making a project
uneconomical, environmental risks and rehabilitation and subsequent leasing of the property not being completed on schedule. If such
renovation is not completed in a timely manner, or if it costs more than expected, the borrower may experience a prolonged impairment of net
operating income and may not be able to make payments on our investment, which could result in significant losses.

Interest rate fluctuations could reduce our ability to generate income on our investments and may cause losses.

Changes in interest rates affect our net interest income, which is the difference between the interest income we earn on our interest-earning
investments and the interest expense we incur in financing these investments. Changes in the level of interest rates also may affect our ability to
originate and acquire assets, the value of our assets and our ability to realize gains from the disposition of assets. Changes in interest rates may
also affect borrower default rates. In a period of rising interest rates, our interest expense could increase, while the interest we earn on our
fixed-rate debt investments would not change, adversely affecting our profitability. Our operating results depend in large part on differences
between the income from our assets, net of credit losses, and our financing costs. We anticipate that for any period during which our assets are
not match-funded, the income from such assets will respond more slowly to interest rate fluctuations than the cost of our borrowings.
Consequently, changes in interest rates may significantly influence our net income. Increases in these rates tend to decrease our net income and
the market value of our fixed rate assets. Interest rate fluctuations resulting in our interest expense exceeding interest income would result in
operating losses for us.
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We may experience a decline in the fair value of our assets.

A decline in the fair value of our assets may require us to recognize an "other-than-temporary" impairment against such assets under GAAP
if we were to determine that, with respect to any assets in unrealized loss positions, we do not have the ability and intent to hold such assets to
maturity or for a period of time sufficient to allow for recovery to the amortized cost of such assets. If such a determination were to be made, we
would recognize unrealized losses through earnings and write down the amortized cost of such assets to a new cost basis, based on the fair value
of such assets on the date they are considered to be other-than-temporarily impaired. Such impairment charges reflect non-cash losses at the time
of recognition; subsequent disposition or sale of such assets could further affect our future losses or gains, as they are based on the difference
between the sale price received and adjusted amortized cost of such assets at the time of sale.

Some of our portfolio investments are recorded at fair value and, as a result, there is uncertainty as to the value of these investments.

Some of our portfolio investments are in the form of positions or securities that are not publicly traded. The fair value of securities and
other investments that are not publicly traded may not be readily determinable. We value these investments quarterly at fair value, as determined
in accordance with GAAP, which include consideration of unobservable inputs. Because such valuations are subjective, the fair value of certain
of our assets may fluctuate over short periods of time and our determinations of fair value may differ materially from the values that would have
been used if a ready market for these securities existed. The value of our common stock could be adversely affected if our determinations
regarding the fair value of these investments were materially higher than the values that we ultimately realize upon their disposal.

Liability relating to environmental matters may impact the value of properties that we may acquire upon foreclosure of the properties
underlying our investments.

To the extent we foreclose on properties with respect to which we have extended mortgage loans, we may be subject to environmental
liabilities arising from such foreclosed properties. Under various U.S. federal, state and local laws, an owner or operator of real property may
become liable for the costs of removal of certain hazardous substances released on its property. These laws often impose liability without regard
to whether the owner or operator knew of, or was responsible for, the release of such hazardous substances.

The presence of hazardous substances may adversely affect an owner's ability to sell real estate or borrow using real estate as collateral. To
the extent that an owner of a property underlying one of our debt investments becomes liable for removal costs, the ability of the owner to make
payments to us may be reduced, which in turn may adversely affect the value of the relevant mortgage asset held by us and our ability to make
distributions to our stockholders.

If we foreclose on any properties underlying our investments, the presence of hazardous substances on a property may adversely affect our
ability to sell the property and we may incur substantial remediation costs, thus harming our financial condition. The discovery of material
environmental liabilities attached to such properties could have a material adverse effect on our results of operations and financial condition and
our ability to make distributions to our stockholders.

We may invest in triple net leases. Negative market conditions or adverse events affecting tenants, or the industries in which they operate,
could have an adverse impact on any triple net lease in which we invest.

We may enter into triple net leases. If we enter into triple net leases, cash flow from operations depends in part on the ability to lease space
to tenants on economically favorable terms. If we enter
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into triple net leases, we could be adversely affected by various facts and events over which we have limited or no control, such as:

lack of demand in areas where our properties are located;

inability to retain existing tenants and attract new tenants;

oversupply of space and changes in market rental rates;

our tenants' creditworthiness and ability to pay rent, which may be affected by their operations, the current economic
situation and competition within their industries from other operators;

defaults by and bankruptcies of tenants, failure of tenants to pay rent on a timely basis, or failure of tenants to comply with
their contractual obligations; and

economic or physical decline of the areas where the properties are located.

At any time, any tenant may experience a downturn in its business that may weaken its operating results or overall financial condition. As a
result, a tenant may delay lease commencement, fail to make rental payments when due, decline to extend a lease upon its expiration, become
insolvent or declare bankruptcy. Any tenant bankruptcy or insolvency, leasing delay or failure to make rental payments when due could result in
the termination of the tenant's lease and material losses to us.

If tenants do not renew their leases as they expire, we may not be able to rent or sell the properties. Furthermore, leases that are renewed,
and some new leases for properties that are re-leased, may have terms that are less economically favorable than expiring lease terms, or may
require us to incur significant costs, such as renovations, tenant improvements or lease transaction costs. Negative market conditions may cause
us to sell vacant properties for less than their carrying value, which could result in impairments. Any of these events could adversely affect cash
flow from operations and our ability to make distributions to stockholders and service indebtedness. A significant portion of the costs of owning
property, such as real estate taxes, insurance and maintenance, are not necessarily reduced when circumstances cause a decrease in rental
revenue from the properties. In a weakened financial condition, tenants may not be able to pay these costs of ownership and we may be unable to
recover these operating expenses from them.

Further, the occurrence of a tenant bankruptcy or insolvency could diminish the income we receive from the tenant's lease or leases. In
addition, a bankruptcy court might authorize the tenant to terminate its leases with us. If that happens, our claim against the bankrupt tenant for
unpaid future rent would be subject to statutory limitations that most likely would be substantially less than the remaining rent we are owed
under the leases. In addition, any claim we have for unpaid past rent, if any, may not be paid in full. As a result, tenant bankruptcies may have a
material adverse effect on our results of operations.

Past or future actions of the U.S. government for the purpose of reforming and/or stabilizing the financial markets may adversely affect our
business.

In the aftermath of the financial crisis, the U.S. Government, through the Federal Reserve, the U.S. Treasury, the SEC, the Federal Housing
Administration, the FDIC, and other governmental and regulatory bodies have taken or are considering taking various actions to address the
financial crisis. Many aspects of these actions are subject to rulemaking and will take effect over several years, making it difficult to anticipate
the overall financial impact on us and, more generally, the financial services and mortgage industries. Additionally, we cannot predict whether
there will be additional proposed laws or reforms that would affect us, whether or when such changes may be adopted, how such changes may
be interpreted and enforced or how such changes may affect us. However, the costs of complying with any additional laws or regulations could
have a material adverse effect on our financial condition and results of operations.
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Investments outside the United States that are denominated in foreign currencies subject us to foreign currency risks, which may adversely
affect our distributions and our REIT status.

Our investments outside the United States denominated in foreign currencies subject us to foreign currency risk due to potential fluctuations
in exchange rates between foreign currencies and the U.S. dollar. As a result, changes in exchange rates of any such foreign currency to U.S.
dollars may affect our income and distributions and may also affect the book value of our assets and the amount of stockholders' equity.

Changes in foreign currency exchange rates used to value a REIT's foreign assets may be considered changes in the value of the REIT's
assets. These changes may adversely affect our status as a REIT. Further, bank accounts in foreign currency which are not considered cash or
cash equivalents may adversely affect our status as a REIT.

Risks Related to Our Organization and Structure
Certain provisions of Maryland law could inhibit changes in control.

Certain provisions of the Maryland General Corporation Law (the "MGCL") may have the effect of deterring a third party from making a
proposal to acquire us or of impeding a change in control under circumstances that otherwise could provide the holders of our common stock
with the opportunity to realize a premium over the then-prevailing market price of our common stock. We are subject to the "business
combination" provisions of the MGCL that, subject to limitations, prohibit certain business combinations (including a merger, consolidation,
share exchange, or, in circumstances specified in the statute, an asset transfer or issuance or reclassification of equity securities) between us and
an "interested stockholder" (defined generally as any person who beneficially owns 10% or more of our then outstanding voting capital stock or
an affiliate or associate of ours who, at any time within the two-year period prior to the date in question, was the beneficial owner of 10% or
more of our then outstanding voting capital stock) or an affiliate thereof for five years after the most recent date on which the stockholder
becomes an interested stockholder. After the five-year prohibition, any business combination between us and an interested stockholder generally
must be recommended by our board of directors and approved by the affirmative vote of at least (1) 80% of the votes entitled to be cast by
holders of outstanding shares of our voting capital stock and (2) two-thirds of the votes entitled to be cast by holders of voting capital stock of
the corporation other than shares held by the interested stockholder with whom or with whose affiliate the business combination is to be effected
or held by an affiliate or associate of the interested stockholder. These super-majority vote requirements do not apply if our common
stockholders receive a minimum price, as defined under Maryland law, for their shares in the form of cash or other consideration in the same
form as previously paid by the interested stockholder for its shares. These provisions of the MGCL do not apply, however, to business
combinations that are approved or exempted by a board of directors prior to the time that the interested stockholder becomes an interested
stockholder. Pursuant to the statute, our board of directors has by resolution exempted business combinations between us and any other person,
provided that such business combination is first approved by our board of directors (including a majority of our directors who are not affiliates
or associates of such person).

The "control share" provisions of the MGCL provide that "control shares" of a Maryland corporation (defined as shares which, when
aggregated with other shares controlled by the stockholder (except solely by virtue of a revocable proxy), entitle the stockholder to exercise one
of three increasing ranges of voting power in electing directors) acquired in a "control share acquisition" (defined as the direct or indirect
acquisition of ownership or control of "control shares") have no voting rights except to the extent approved by our stockholders by the
affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of all the votes entitled to be cast on the matter, excluding votes entitled to be cast by the acquirer of
control shares, our officers and our personnel who are also our directors. Our bylaws contain a provision exempting
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from the control share acquisition statute any and all acquisitions by any person of shares of our stock. There can be no assurance that this
provision will not be amended or eliminated at any time in the future.

The "unsolicited takeover" provisions of the MGCL permit our board of directors, without stockholder approval and regardless of what is
currently provided in our charter or bylaws, to implement takeover defenses, some of which (for example, a classified board) we do not yet have.
These provisions may have the effect of inhibiting a third party from making an acquisition proposal for us or of delaying, deferring or
preventing a change in control of us under the circumstances that otherwise could provide the holders of shares of common stock with the
opportunity to realize a premium over the then current market price.

Our authorized but unissued shares of common and preferred stock may prevent a change in our control.

Our charter authorizes us to issue additional authorized but unissued shares of common or preferred stock. In addition, our board of
directors may, without stockholder approval, amend our charter to increase the aggregate number of our shares of stock or the number of shares
of stock of any class or series that we have authority to issue and classify or reclassify any unissued shares of common or preferred stock and set
the preferences, rights and other terms of the classified or reclassified shares. As a result, our board of directors may establish a series of shares
of common or preferred stock that could delay or prevent a transaction or a change in control that might involve a premium price for our shares
of common stock or otherwise be in the best interest of our stockholders.

Maintenance of our exemption from registration under the 1940 Act imposes significant limits on our operations.

We intend to conduct our operations so that neither we nor any of our subsidiaries are required to register as an investment company under
the 1940 Act. Because we are a holding company that conducts our businesses primarily through wholly-owned subsidiaries, the securities
issued by these subsidiaries that are excepted from the definition of "investment company" under Section 3(c)(1) or Section 3(c)(7) of the 1940
Act, together with any other investment securities we own, may not have a combined value in excess of 40% of the value of our adjusted total
assets on an unconsolidated basis. This requirement limits the types of businesses in which we may engage through our subsidiaries. In addition,
the assets we and our subsidiaries may acquire are limited by the provisions of the 1940 Act and the rules and regulations promulgated under the
1940 Act, which may adversely affect our performance.

If the value of securities issued by our subsidiaries that are excepted from the definition of "investment company" by Section 3(c)(1) or
3(c)(7) of the 1940 Act, together with any other investment securities we own, exceeds 40% of our adjusted total assets on an unconsolidated
basis, or if one or more of such subsidiaries fail to maintain an exception or exemption from the 1940 Act, we could, among other things, be
required either (a) to substantially change the manner in which we conduct our operations to avoid being required to register as an investment
company or (b) to register as an investment company under the 1940 Act, either of which could have an adverse effect on us and the market
price of our securities. If we were required to register as an investment company under the 1940 Act, we would become subject to substantial
regulation with respect to our capital structure (including our ability to use leverage), management, operations, transactions with affiliated
persons (as defined in the 1940 Act), portfolio composition, including restrictions with respect to diversification and industry concentration, and
other matters.

The SEC recently solicited public comment on a wide range of issues relating to Section 3(c)(5)(C) of the 1940 Act, including the nature of
the assets that qualify for purposes of the exemption and whether mortgage REITs should be regulated in a manner similar to investment

companies. There can
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be no assurance that the laws and regulations governing the 1940 Act status of REITs, including the Division of Investment Management of the
SEC providing more specific or different guidance regarding these exemptions, will not change in a manner that adversely affects our
operations. If we or our subsidiaries fail to maintain an exception of exemption from the 1940 Act, we could, among other things, be required to
(a) change the manner in which we conduct our operations to avoid being required to register as an investment company, (b) effect sales of our
assets in a manner that, or at a time when, we would not otherwise choose to do so, or (c) register as an investment company (which, among
other things, would require us to comply with the leverage constraints applicable to investment companies), any of which could negatively affect
the value of our common stock, the sustainability of our business model, and our ability to make distributions to our stockholders, which could,
in turn, materially and adversely affect us and the market price of our common stock.

Rapid changes in the values of our other real estate-related investments may make it more difficult for us to maintain our qualification as a
REIT or exemption from the 1940 Act.

If the market value or income potential of real estate-related investments declines as a result of increased interest rates, prepayment rates or
other factors, we may need to increase our real estate investments and income and/or liquidate our non-qualifying assets in order to maintain our
REIT qualification or exemption from the 1940 Act. If the decline in real estate asset values and/or income occurs quickly, this may be
especially difficult to accomplish. This difficulty may be exacerbated by the illiquid nature of any non-qualifying assets that we may own. We
may have to make investment decisions that we otherwise would not make absent the REIT and 1940 Act considerations.

QOur rights and the rights of our stockholders to take action against our directors and officers are limited, which could limit your recourse in
the event of actions not in your best interests.

Under Maryland law generally, a director's actions will be upheld if he or she performs his or her duties in good faith, in a manner he or she
reasonably believes to be in our best interests and with the care that an ordinarily prudent person in a like position would use under similar
circumstances. In addition, our charter limits the liability of our directors and officers to us and our stockholders for money damages, except for
liability resulting from:

actual receipt of an improper benefit or profit in money, property or services; or

active and deliberate dishonesty by the director or officer that was established by a final judgment as being material to the
cause of action adjudicated.

Our charter authorizes us to indemnify our directors and officers for actions taken by them in those capacities to the maximum extent
permitted by Maryland law. Our bylaws require us to indemnify each director or officer, to the maximum extent permitted by Maryland law, in
the defense of any proceeding to which he or she is made, or threatened to be made, a party by reason of his or her service to us. In addition, we
may be obligated to fund the defense costs incurred by our directors and officers. As a result, we and our stockholders may have more limited
rights against our directors and officers than might otherwise exist absent the current provisions in our charter and bylaws or that might exist
with other companies.

Our charter contains provisions that make removal of our directors difficult, which could make it difficult for our stockholders to effect
changes to our management.

Our charter provides that a director may only be removed for cause upon the affirmative vote of holders of two-thirds of the votes entitled
to be cast in the election of directors. Vacancies may be filled only by a majority of the remaining directors in office, even if less than a quorum.
These requirements make it more difficult to change our management by removing and replacing directors and may prevent a change in control
of our company that is in the best interests of our stockholders.
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Ownership limitations may restrict change of control or business combination opportunities in which our stockholders might receive a
premium for their shares.

In order for us to qualify as a REIT, no more than 50% in value of our outstanding capital stock may be owned, directly or indirectly, by
five or fewer individuals during the last half of any calendar year. "Individuals" for this purpose include natural persons, private foundations,
some employee benefit plans and trusts, and some charitable trusts. To preserve our REIT qualification, our charter generally prohibits any
person from directly or indirectly owning more than 9.8% in value or in number of shares, whichever is more restrictive, of the outstanding
shares of our capital stock or more than 9.8% in value or in number of shares, whichever is more restrictive, of the outstanding shares of our
common stock. This ownership limitation could have the effect of discouraging a takeover or other transaction in which holders of our common
stock might receive a premium for their shares over the then prevailing market price or which holders might believe to be otherwise in their best
Interests.

Risks Related to Our Taxation as a REIT

If we do not qualify as a REIT or fail to remain qualified as a REIT, we will be subject to tax as a regular corporation and could face a
substantial tax liability, which would reduce the amount of cash available for distribution to our stockholders.

We intend to continue to operate in a manner that will allow us to qualify as a REIT for federal income tax purposes. We have not
requested nor obtained a ruling from the Internal Revenue Service (the "IRS") as to our REIT qualification. Our qualification as a REIT depends
on our satisfaction of certain asset, income, organizational, distribution, stockholder ownership and other requirements on a continuing basis.
Our ability to satisfy the asset tests depends upon our analysis of the characterization and fair values of our assets, some of which are not
susceptible to a precise determination, and for which we will not obtain independent appraisals. Our compliance with the REIT income and
quarterly asset requirements also depends upon our ability to successfully manage the composition of our income and assets on an ongoing basis.
Moreover, the proper classification of an instrument as debt or equity for federal income tax purposes may be uncertain in some circumstances,
which could affect the application of the REIT qualification requirements as described below. Accordingly, there can be no assurance that the
IRS will not contend that our interests in subsidiaries or in securities of other issuers will not cause a violation of the REIT requirements.

If we were to fail to qualify as a REIT in any taxable year, we would be subject to federal income tax, including any applicable alternative
minimum tax, on our taxable income at regular corporate rates, and dividends paid to our stockholders would not be deductible by us in
computing our taxable income. Any resulting corporate tax liability could be substantial and would reduce the amount of cash available for
distribution to our stockholders, which in turn could have an adverse impact on the value of our common stock. Unless we were entitled to relief
under certain Code provisions, we also would be disqualified from taxation as a REIT for the four taxable years following the year in which we
failed to qualify as a REIT.

Dividends payable by REITs do not qualify for the reduced tax rates available for some dividends.

The maximum tax rate applicable to income from "qualified dividends" payable to domestic stockholders that are individuals, trusts and
estates has been reduced by legislation to 15% through the end of 2012. Dividends payable by REITs, however, generally are not eligible for the
reduced rates. Although this legislation does not adversely affect the taxation of REITs or dividends payable by REITs, the more favorable rates
applicable to regular corporate qualified dividends could cause investors who are individuals, trusts and estates to perceive investments in REITs
to be relatively less attractive than investments in the stocks of non-REIT corporations that pay dividends, which could adversely affect the value
of the stock of REITs, including our common stock.
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REIT distribution requirements could adversely affect our ability to continue to execute our business plan.

We generally must distribute annually at least 90% of our taxable income, subject to certain adjustments and excluding any net capital gain,
in order for federal corporate income tax not to apply to earnings that we distribute. To the extent that we satisfy this distribution requirement,
but distribute less than 100% of our taxable income, we will be subject to federal corporate income tax on our undistributed taxable income. In
addition, we will be subject to a 4% nondeductible excise tax if the actual amount that we pay out to our stockholders in a calendar year is less
than a minimum amount specified under federal tax laws. We intend to continue to make distributions to our stockholders to comply with the
REIT requirements of the Code.

From time to time, we may generate taxable income greater than our income for financial reporting purposes prepared in accordance with
GAAP, or differences in timing between the recognition of taxable income and the actual receipt of cash may occur. For example, we may be
required to accrue income from mortgage loans, MBS, and other types of debt securities or interests in debt securities before we receive any
payments of interest or principal on such assets. We may also acquire distressed debt investments that are subsequently modified by agreement
with the borrower. If the amendments to the outstanding debt are "significant modifications" under the applicable Treasury regulations, the
modified debt may be considered to have been reissued to us at a gain in a debt-for-debt exchange with the borrower, with gain recognized by us
to the extent that the principal amount of the modified debt exceeds our cost of purchasing it prior to modification.

We may also be required under the terms of indebtedness that we incur to use cash received from interest payments to make principal
payments on that indebtedness, with the effect of recognizing income but not having a corresponding amount of cash available for distribution to
our stockholders.

As aresult, we may find it difficult or impossible to meet distribution requirements from our ordinary operations in certain circumstances.
In particular, where we experience differences in timing between the recognition of taxable income and the actual receipt of cash, the
requirement to distribute a substantial portion of our taxable income could cause us to: (i) sell assets in adverse market conditions, (ii) borrow on
unfavorable terms, (iii) distribute amounts that would otherwise be invested in future acquisitions, capital expenditures or repayment of debt or
(iv) make a taxable distribution of our shares, as part of a distribution in which stockholders may elect to receive shares (subject to a limit
measured as a percentage of the total distribution), in order to comply with REIT requirements. These alternatives could increase our costs or
reduce our equity. Thus, compliance with the REIT requirements may hinder our ability to grow, which could adversely affect the value of our
common stock.

The stock ownership limit imposed by the Code for REITs and our charter may restrict our business combination opportunities.

In order for us to maintain our qualification as a REIT under the Code, not more than 50% in value of our outstanding stock may be owned,
directly or indirectly, by five or fewer individuals (as defined in the Code to include certain entities) at any time during the last half of each
taxable year following our first year. Our charter, with certain exceptions, authorizes our board of directors to take the actions that are necessary
and desirable to preserve our qualification as a REIT. Unless exempted by our board of directors, no person may own more than 9.8% of the
aggregate value of our outstanding capital stock. Our board may grant an exemption in its sole discretion, subject to such conditions,
representations and undertakings as it may determine. The ownership limits imposed by the tax law are based upon direct or indirect ownership
by "individuals," but only during the last half of a tax year. The ownership limits contained in our charter key off of the ownership at any time
by any "person," which term includes entities. These ownership limitations in our charter are common in REIT charters and are intended to
provide added assurance of compliance with the tax law requirements, and to minimize administrative burdens. However, these ownership limits
might also
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delay or prevent a transaction or a change in our control that might involve a premium price for our common stock or otherwise be in the best
interest of our stockholders.

Even if we remain qualified as a REIT, we may face other tax liabilities that reduce our cash flow.

Even if we remain qualified for taxation as a REIT, we may be subject to certain federal, state and local taxes on our income and assets,
including taxes on any undistributed income, tax on income from some activities conducted as a result of a foreclosure, and state or local
income, property and transfer taxes, such as mortgage recording taxes. In addition, in order to continue to meet the REIT qualification
requirements, prevent the recognition of certain types of non-cash income, or to avert the imposition of a 100% tax that applies to certain gains
derived by a REIT from dealer property or inventory, we may hold some of our assets through our TRS or other subsidiary corporations that will
be subject to corporate-level income tax at regular rates. In addition, if we lend money to a TRS, the TRS may be unable to deduct all or a
portion of the interest paid to us, which could result in an even higher corporate-level tax liability. Any of these taxes would decrease cash
available for distribution to our stockholders.

Complying with REIT requirements may cause us to forgo otherwise attractive opportunities.

To qualify as a REIT for federal income tax purposes, we must satisfy ongoing tests concerning, among other things, the sources of our
income, the nature and diversification of our assets, the amounts that we distribute to our stockholders and the ownership of our stock. We may
be required to make distributions to stockholders at disadvantageous times or when we do not have funds readily available for distribution, and
may be unable to pursue investments that would be otherwise advantageous to us in order to satisfy the source-of-income or asset-diversification
requirements for qualifying as a REIT. In addition, in certain cases, the modification of a debt instrument could result in the conversion of the
instrument from a qualifying real estate asset to a wholly or partially non-qualifying asset that must be contributed to a TRS or disposed of in
order for us to maintain our REIT status. Compliance with the source-of-income requirements may also limit our ability to acquire debt
instruments at a discount from their face amount. Thus, compliance with the REIT requirements may hinder our ability to make and, in certain
cases, to maintain ownership of, certain attractive investments.

Complying with REIT requirements may force us to liquidate otherwise attractive investments.

To qualify as a REIT, we must ensure that at the end of each calendar quarter, at least 75% of the value of our assets consists of cash, cash
items, government securities and qualified REIT real estate assets, including certain mortgage loans and certain kinds of MBS. The remainder of
our investment in securities (other than government securities and qualified real estate assets) generally cannot include more than 10% of the
outstanding voting securities of any one issuer or more than 10% of the total value of the outstanding securities of any one issuer. In addition, in
general, no more than 5% of the value of our assets (other than government securities and qualified real estate assets) can consist of the
securities of any one issuer, and no more than 25% of the value of our total securities can be represented by securities of one or more TRSs. If
we fail to comply with these requirements at the end of any calendar quarter, we must correct the failure within 30 days after the end of the
calendar quarter or qualify for certain statutory relief provisions to avoid losing our REIT qualification and suffering adverse tax consequences.
As aresult, we may be required to liquidate from our portfolio otherwise attractive investments. These actions could have the effect of reducing
our income and amounts available for distribution to our stockholders.
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The failure of assets subject to repurchase agreements to qualify as real estate assets could adversely affect our ability to qualify as a REIT.

We have entered into financing arrangements that are structured as sale and repurchase agreements pursuant to which we would nominally
sell certain of our assets to a counterparty and simultaneously enter into an agreement to repurchase these assets at a later date in exchange for a
purchase price. Economically, these agreements are financings which are secured by the assets sold pursuant thereto. We believe that we would
be treated for REIT asset and income test purposes as the owner of the assets that are the subject of any such sale and repurchase agreement
notwithstanding that such agreement may transfer record ownership of the assets to the counterparty during the term of the agreement. It is
possible, however, that the IRS could assert that we did not own the assets during the term of the sale and repurchase agreement, in which case
we could fail to qualify as a REIT.

We may be required to report taxable income for certain investments in excess of the economic income we ultimately realize from them.

We may acquire debt instruments in the secondary market for less than their face amount. The discount at which such debt instruments are
acquired may reflect doubts about their ultimate collectability rather than current market interest rates. The amount of such discount will
nevertheless generally be treated as "market discount" for U.S. federal income tax purposes. Accrued market discount is reported as income
when, and to the extent that, any payment of principal of the debt instrument is made. Payments on residential mortgage loans are ordinarily
made monthly, and consequently accrued market discount may have to be included in income each month as if the debt instrument were assured
of ultimately being collected in full. If we collect less on the debt instrument than our purchase price plus the market discount we had previously
reported as income, we may not be able to benefit from any offsetting loss deductions. In addition, we may acquire distressed debt investments
that are subsequently modified by agreement with the borrower. If the amendments to the outstanding debt are "significant modifications" under
applicable Treasury regulations, the modified debt may be considered to have been reissued to us at a gain in a debt-for-debt exchange with the
borrower. In that event, we may be required to recognize taxable gain to the extent the principal amount of the modified debt exceeds our
adjusted tax basis in the unmodified debt, even if the value of the debt or the payment expectations have not changed.

Moreover, some of the MBS that we acquire may have been issued with original issue discount. We will be required to report such original
issue discount based on a constant yield method and will be taxed based on the assumption that all future projected payments due on such MBS
will be made. If such MBS turns out not to be fully collectible, an offsetting loss deduction will become available only in the later year that
uncollectibility is provable.

Finally, in the event that any debt instruments or MBS acquired by us are delinquent as to mandatory principal and interest payments, or in
the event payments with respect to a particular debt instrument are not made when due, we may nonetheless be required to continue to recognize
the unpaid interest as taxable income as it accrues, despite doubt as to its ultimate collectability. Similarly, we may be required to accrue interest
income with respect to subordinate MBS at its stated rate regardless of whether corresponding cash payments are received or are ultimately
collectible. In each case, while we would in general ultimately have an offsetting loss deduction available to us when such interest was
determined to be uncollectible, the utility of that deduction could depend on our having taxable income in that later year or thereafter.
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The "taxable mortgage pool'' rules may increase the taxes that we or our stockholders may incur, and may limit the manner in which we
effect future securitizations.

Securitizations could result in the creation of taxable mortgage pools for federal income tax purposes. As a REIT, so long as we own 100%
of the equity interests in a taxable mortgage pool, we generally would not be adversely affected by the characterization of the securitization as a
taxable mortgage pool. Certain categories of stockholders, however, such as foreign stockholders eligible for treaty or other benefits,
stockholders with net operating losses, and certain tax-exempt stockholders that are subject to unrelated business income tax, could be subject to
increased taxes on a portion of their dividend income from us that is attributable to the taxable mortgage pool. In addition, to the extent that our
stock is owned by tax-exempt "disqualified organizations," such as certain government-related entities and charitable remainder trusts that are
not subject to tax on unrelated business income, we may incur a corporate level tax on a portion of our income from the taxable mortgage pool.
In that case, we may reduce the amount of our distributions to any disqualified organization whose stock ownership gave rise to the tax.
Moreover, we would be precluded from selling equity interests in these securitizations to outside investors, or selling any debt securities issued
in connection with these securitizations that might be considered to be equity interests for tax purposes. These limitations may prevent us from
using certain techniques to maximize our returns from securitization transactions.

The tax on prohibited transactions will limit our ability to engage in transactions, including certain methods of securitizing mortgage loans,
which would be treated as sales for federal income tax purposes.

A REIT's net income from prohibited transactions is subject to a 100% tax. In general, prohibited transactions are sales or other dispositions
of property, other than foreclosure property, but including mortgage loans, held primarily for sale to customers in the ordinary course of
business. We might be subject to this tax if we were to dispose of or securitize loans in a manner that was treated as a sale of the loans for
federal income tax purposes. Therefore, in order to avoid the prohibited transactions tax, we may choose not to engage in certain sales of loans at
the REIT level, and may limit the structures we utilize for our securitization transactions, even though the sales or structures might otherwise be
beneficial to us.

QOur investments in construction loans will require us to make estimates about the fair value of land improvements that may be challenged by
the IRS.

We may invest in construction loans, the interest from which will be qualifying income for purposes of the REIT income tests, provided
that the loan value of the real property securing the construction loan is equal to or greater than the highest outstanding principal amount of the
construction loan during any taxable year. For purposes of construction loans, the loan value of the real property is the fair value of the land plus
the reasonably estimated cost of the improvements or developments (other than personal property) that will secure the loan and that are to be
constructed from the proceeds of the loan. There can be no assurance that the IRS would not challenge our estimate of the loan value of the real

property.
The failure of a mezzanine loan to qualify as a real estate asset could adversely affect our ability to qualify as a REIT.

We invest in mezzanine loans, for which the IRS has provided a safe harbor but not rules of substantive law. Pursuant to the safe harbor, if
a mezzanine loan meets certain requirements, it will be treated by the IRS as a real estate asset for purposes of the REIT asset tests, and interest
derived from the mezzanine loan will be treated as qualifying mortgage interest for purposes of the REIT 75% income test. We may acquire
mezzanine loans that do not meet all of the requirements of this safe harbor. In the event we own a mezzanine loan that does not meet the safe
harbor, the IRS could
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challenge such loan's treatment as a real estate asset for purposes of the REIT asset and income tests and, if such a challenge were sustained, we
could fail to qualify as a REIT.

Liquidation of assets may jeopardize our REIT qualification.

To qualify as a REIT, we must comply with requirements regarding our assets and our sources of income. If we are compelled to liquidate
our investments to repay obligations to our lenders, we may be unable to comply with these requirements, ultimately jeopardizing our
qualification as a REIT, or we may be subject to a 100% tax on any resultant gain if we sell assets that are treated as dealer property or
inventory.

Complying with REIT requirements may limit our ability to hedge effectively and may cause us to incur tax liabilities.

The REIT provisions of the Code substantially limit our ability to hedge our liabilities. Any income from a hedging transaction we enter
into to manage risk of interest rate changes with respect to borrowings made or to be made to acquire or carry real estate assets does not
constitute "gross income" for purposes of the 75% or 95% gross income tests. To the extent that we enter into other types of hedging
transactions, the income from those transactions is likely to be treated as non-qualifying income for purposes of both of the gross income tests.
As a result of these rules, we intend to limit our use of advantageous hedging techniques or implement those hedges through a domestic TRS.
This could increase the cost of our hedging activities because our TRS would be subject to tax on gains or expose us to greater risks associated
with changes in interest rates than we would otherwise want to bear. In addition, losses in our TRS will generally not provide any tax benefit,
except for being carried forward against future taxable income in the TRS.

Qualifying as a REIT involves highly technical and complex provisions of the Code.

Qualification as a REIT involves the application of highly technical and complex Code provisions for which only limited judicial and
administrative authorities exist. Even a technical or inadvertent violation could jeopardize our REIT qualification. Our qualification as a REIT
will depend on our satisfaction of certain asset, income, organizational, distribution, stockholder ownership and other requirements on a
continuing basis. In addition, our ability to satisfy the requirements to qualify as a REIT depends in part on the actions of third parties over

which we have no control or only limited influence, including in cases where we own an equity interest in an entity that is classified as a
partnership for U.S. federal income tax purposes.

Item 1B. Unresolved Staff Comments.
None.
Item 2. Properties.
The Company's headquarters are located in Greenwich, Connecticut at 591 West Putnam Avenue in office space leased by our Manager.
Item 3. Legal Proceedings.
Currently, no legal proceedings are pending, threatened or, to our knowledge, contemplated against us.
Item 4. Mine Safety Disclosures.

Not applicable.
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PART II

Item 5. Market for Registrant's Common Equity, Related Stockholder Matters and Issuer Purchases of Equity Securities.
Market Information and Dividends

The Company's common stock has been listed on the New York Stock Exchange (the "NYSE") and is traded under the symbol "STWD"
since its initial public offering in August 2009. The following table below sets forth the quarterly high and low prices for our common stock as
reported by the NYSE, and dividends made by the Company to holders of the Company's common stock for each quarter for the years ended
December 31, 2011 and 2010.

2011 High Low Dividend

First quarter $ 2367 $ 2112 $ 0.42(1)
Second quarter $ 2295 $ 1982 $ 0.44(2)
Third quarter $ 2125 $ 1658 $ 0.44(3)
Fourth quarter $ 1932 $ 1589 $ 0.44(4)
2010 High Low Dividend

First quarter $ 1999 $ 1796 $ 0.22(5)
Second quarter $ 1970 $ 1644 $ 0.25(6)
Third quarter $ 2020 $ 1657 $ 0.33(7)
Fourth quarter $ 2173 $ 1972 $ 0.40(8)

)
Our board of directors declared a dividend to stockholders of record on March 31, 2011 which was paid on April 15, 2011.

@

Our board of directors declared a dividend to stockholders of record on June 30, 2011, which was paid on July 15, 2011.
3

Our board of directors declared a dividend to stockholders of record on September 30, 2011, which was paid on October 14, 2011.
)

Our board of directors declared a dividend to stockholders of record on December 31, 2011, which was paid on January 13, 2012.
&)

Our board of directors declared a dividend to stockholders of record on March 31, 2010 which was paid on April 15, 2010.
(©)

Our board of directors declared a dividend to stockholders of record on June 30, 2010, which was paid on July 15, 2010.
O]

Our board of directors declared a dividend to stockholders of record on September 30, 2010, which was paid on October 15, 2010.
®

Our board of directors declared a dividend to stockholders of record on December 31, 2010, which was paid on January 17, 2011.

On February 29, 2012, our board of directors declared a dividend of $0.44 per share for the period ended March 31, 2012, which dividend
is payable on April 13, 2012 to common stockholders of record as of March 30, 2012.

On February 28, 2012, the closing sale price of the common stock, as reported by the NYSE was $20.10 per share.
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We intend to make regular quarterly distributions to holders of our common stock and distribution equivalents to holders of restricted stock
units which are settled in shares of common stock. U.S. federal income tax law generally requires that a REIT distribute annually at least 90% of
its REIT taxable income, without regard to the deduction for dividends paid and excluding net capital gains, and that it pay tax at regular
corporate rates to the extent that it annually distributes less than 100% of its net taxable income. We generally intend over time to pay quarterly
distributions in an amount equal to our taxable income.

Holders

As of February 27, 2012, there were fourteen holders of record of the Company's 93,185,501 shares of common stock issued and
outstanding. The fourteen holders of record include Cede & Co., which holds shares as nominee for The Depository Trust Company which itself
holds shares on behalf of the beneficial owners of our common stock.

Securities Authorized for Issuance Under Equity Compensation Plans

The information required by this item is set forth under Item 12 of this Annual Report on Form 10-K and is incorporated herein by
reference.

Stock Performance Graph

CUMULATIVE TOTAL RETURN
Based upon initial investment of $100 on August 11, 2009(1)

8/11/20099/30/200912/31/20093/31/20106/30/20109/30/201012/31/20103/31/20116/30/20119/30/201112/31/2011
Starwood Property

Trust 100.00  101.30 95.00  98.17 87.49 10426 114.80 121.43 114.07 97.88  108.80
S&P © 500 100.00 10631 112.14 117.61 103.66 11477 12648 133.34 132.81 11378 126.47
Bloomberg REIT

Mortgage Index 100.00 107.60  101.07 102.23 99.94 103.09 110.27 109.82 108.58 94.75 94.39

()

Dividend reinvestment is assumed at quarter end.
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Issuer Purchases of Equity Securities

Approximate dollar

Total number of value of shares
Total shares purchased that may yet be
number of Average as part of publicly  purchased under the
shares price paid announced plans or programs
purchased per share plans or programs ($000's omitted)
October 1, 2011 to October 31, 2011 283,850 $ 16.42 283,850 $ 89,358(1)
November 1, 2011 to November 30, 2011 89,358(1)
December 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011 89,358(1)
Total 283,850 $ 16.42 283,850 $ 89,358(1)

©))

Pursuant to the $100 million stock repurchase program authorized and announced by our board of directors in August 2011, the

Company repurchased a total of 342,000 shares for a total of $6.0 million in August 2011. The share repurchase program expires in
one year and may be suspended or discontinued at any time.

A $50 million stock repurchase program authorized and announced by our board of directors in June 2010 for a period of one year expired

in June 2011. No stock was repurchased under this program prior to expiration. There were no unregistered sales of securities during the year
ended December 31, 2011.

Item 6. Selected Financial Data.

The following selected financial data should be read in conjunction with Item 7 "Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial
Condition and Results of Operations," and our consolidated
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financial statements, including the notes thereto, included elsewhere herein. All amounts are in thousands, except share and per share data.

Operating Data:
Interest income $
Interest expense

Net interest margin

Total operating expenses

Net income (loss)

Net income (loss) attributable to Starwood Property Trust, Inc.

Net income (loss) per share of common stock:

Basic

Diluted

Dividends declared per share of common stock
Weighted-average shares of common stock outstanding:
Basic

Diluted

Balance Sheet Data:

Investments in securities

Investments in loans

Total assets

Total financing arrangements

Total liabilities

Total Starwood Property Trust, Inc. Stockholders' Equity
Total Equity $

©@ L L

Item 7. Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations.

Overview

Starwood Property Trust, Inc. (together with its subsidiaries, the "Company") is a Maryland corporation that commenced operations on

For the Year

Ended

December 31,

2011

204,973
(28,782)

176,191

(50,920)

120,608

119,377

1.38
1.38
1.74

84,974,604
86,409,327

341,734
2,447,508
2,997,447
1,156,716
1,232,300
1,759,488
1,765,147

$

@B B P

$

For the Year

Ended

December 31,

2010

93,524
(15,788)

71,736

(30,052)

58,842

57,046

1.16
1.14
1.20

49,138,720
50,021,824

397,680
1,425,243
2,101,405

633,745

764,176
1,327,560
1,337,229

$

@hH PH P

For the
Period from
Inception
through
December 31,

2009

6,927
(1,904)

5,023

(9,286)

(2,580)

(3,017)

(0.06)
(0.06)
0.11

47,575,634
47,575,634

245,896
214,521
1,108,786
171,394
212,751
887,967
896,035

August 17, 2009 upon completion of our initial public offering. We are focused on originating, investing in, financing and managing commercial

mortgage loans and other commercial real estate debt investments, commercial mortgage-backed securities ("CMBS"), and other commercial
real estate-related debt investments. We also invest in residential mortgage-backed securities ("RMBS"), and may invest in commercial

properties subject to net leases and residential mortgage loans. We collectively refer to commercial mortgage loans, other commercial real estate

debt investments, CMBS, other commercial real estate- related debt investments, commercial properties subject to net leases, and residential

mortgage loans as our target assets.

Our objective is to provide attractive risk-adjusted global returns to our investors over the long term, primarily through dividends and

secondarily through capital appreciation. We employ leverage, to the extent available, to fund the acquisition of our target assets and to increase

potential returns to our stockholders. In order to achieve these objectives, we are focusing on asset selection and the relative value of various

sectors within the debt market to construct a diversified investment portfolio designed
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to produce attractive returns across a variety of market conditions and economic cycles. We are organized as a holding company that conducts
its business primarily through its various subsidiaries.

Since the closing of our initial public offering in August 2009, we have focused primarily on opportunities that exist in the U.S. commercial
mortgage loan, commercial real estate debt, and CMBS and RMBS markets. As market conditions change over time, we may adjust our strategy
to take advantage of changes in interest rates and credit spreads as well as economic and credit conditions. We believe that the diversification of
our portfolio of assets, our expertise among the target asset classes, and the flexibility of our strategy will position us to generate attractive
risk-adjusted returns for our stockholders in a variety of assets and market conditions.

We have elected to be taxed as a REIT for U.S. federal income tax purposes, commencing with our initial taxable year ended December 31,
2009. We also operate our business in a manner that will permit us to maintain our exemption from registration under the 1940 Act.

For the year ended December 31, 2011, we had entered into agreements or consummated transactions representing net investments of
approximately $2.0 billion. Our primary business is originating and acquiring commercial mortgage related loans and securities. During the
twelve months ended December 31, 2011, we acquired and originated commercial mortgage loans with an original carrying value of
approximately $1.8 billion, which included the following significant items: (i) a $165.5 million origination of a first mortgage loan, mezzanine
loan and corporate loan on a portfolio of six full service hotels located throughout California; (ii) an acquisition of a 90% interest in a
$188 million (face amount) mezzanine loan collateralized by an ownership interest in a portfolio of ten office buildings in Northern Virginia for
$156.5 million; (iii) an acquisition of a $137.8 million (face amount) mezzanine loan tranche collateralized by ownership interests in 28 hotels
located throughout the U.S. for $127.1 million; (iv) an origination of a $175.0 million first mortgage collateralized by a furniture showroom
located in North Carolina; (v) an origination of a $60.5 million first mortgage loan secured by two retail centers in Pennsylvania; (vi) an
origination of a $34.5 million first mortgage loan secured by a multi-family apartment property located in Virginia; (vii) a discounted acquisition
from a top tier international bank of a portfolio of 26 separate commercial mortgage loans with a face value of $333 million; and (viii) an
acquisition of a $185 million A-note secured by a portfolio of 143 limited service hotels. We also invested $161.2 million in RMBS and
$37.1 million in other investments.

In addition, refer to significant events occurring subsequent to December 31, 2011 in Note 16 to the consolidated financial statements.
Business Objectives and Outlook

Our objective is to provide attractive risk adjusted returns to our investors over the long term, primarily through dividends and secondarily
through capital appreciation. We intend to achieve this objective by directly originating and acquiring target assets to construct a diversified
investment portfolio designed to produce attractive returns across a variety of market conditions and economic cycles. We intend to construct a
diversified investment portfolio by focusing on our three core competencies: transaction access, asset analysis and selection, and identification of
attractive relative values within the real estate debt and equity markets.

In the last decade, real estate became significantly overpriced as values appreciated well beyond their underlying fundamentals. Following a
dramatic correction in the price of real estate over the past several years, including a nearly complete shut-down of the real estate capital markets
producing a void of debt and equity capital availability for real estate investing, the real estate capital markets have begun what we believe will
be a slow return to a rationally priced and liquid marketplace. Securitization markets have reappeared. Bank and non-bank finance companies
have begun to lend again on commercial real estate, albeit at more conservative leverage levels and with more conservative underwriting
parameters and assumptions. Commercial real estate values, particularly in gateway cities, have begun to improve as have real estate operating
fundamentals in some sectors and geographic areas.
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Since our initial public offering, we capitalized on the dislocation in the credit markets and lack of existing capital, investing in over
$4.1 billion of real estate debt at what we believe are attractive risk-adjusted returns. As the market recovery continues and competition from
both traditional and new lending sources increases, our business plan is evolving away from a focus on the acquisition of assets from distressed
sellers to that of a commercial real estate finance platform focused on the direct origination of real estate debt in all parts of the capital structure
in both the U.S. and abroad. More specifically, in the months and years ahead, we intend to exploit this recovery in four primary ways:

)
continue to opportunistically acquire distressed investment opportunities from lender/sellers and equity sponsors as they
continue to address the problems associated with the large overhang of significantly overleveraged and undercapitalized real
estate projects;

2)
provide debt and equity capital to what should be an increasing supply of moderately overleveraged and undercapitalized
real estate projects in need of recapitalization as their current loans come due;

3)
opportunistically provide acquisition, refinance, development and expansion capital to new real estate projects in infill
locations and/or attractive market niches; and

4)

utilize the syndication and securitization markets as a source of attractively priced, matched-term off balance sheet
financing.

There can be no assurance that the recovery will continue or that we will be able to find appropriate investment opportunities.
Critical Accounting Policies and Use of Estimates

Our financial statements are prepared in accordance with GAAP, which requires the use of estimates and assumptions that affect the
reported amounts of assets and liabilities as of the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the
reporting period. We believe that all of the decisions and assessments upon which our financial statements are based were reasonable at the time
made, based upon information available to us at that time. In accordance with SEC guidance, the following discussion describes the accounting
policies that apply to our operations that we believe to be most critical to an investor's understanding of our financial results and condition and
require complex management judgment and the use of estimates. This summary should be read in conjunction with a more complete discussion
of our accounting policies included in Note 2 to the consolidated financial statements in this report.

Classification and Impairment Evaluation of Investment Securities

Our MBS investments consist primarily of commercial real estate debt instruments, CMBS, and RMBS that we classify as
available-for-sale. Investments classified as available-for-sale are carried at their fair value, with changes in fair value recorded through
accumulated other comprehensive income, a component of stockholders' equity, rather than through earnings. We do not hold any of our
investment securities for trading purposes.

When the estimated fair value of a security is less than amortized cost, we consider whether there is an other-than-temporary impairment
("OTTT") in the value of the security. An impairment is deemed an OTTI if (i) we intend to sell the security, (ii) it is more likely than not that we
will be required to sell the security before recovering our cost basis, or (iii) we do not expect to recover our cost basis even if we do not intend to
sell the security or believe it is more likely than not that we will be required to sell the security before recovering our cost basis. If the
impairment is deemed to be an OTTI, the resulting accounting treatment depends on the factors causing the OTTL. If the OTTTI has resulted from
(1) our intention to sell the security or (ii) our judgment that it is more likely than not that we will be required to sell the security before
recovering our cost basis, an impairment loss is
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recognized in current earnings equal to the difference between our amortized cost basis and fair value. Whereas, if the OTTTI has resulted from
our conclusion that we will not recover our cost basis even if we do not intend to sell the security or believe it is more likely than not that we will
be required to sell the security before recovering our cost basis, the credit loss portion of the impairment is recorded in current earnings and the
portion of the loss related to other factors, such as changes in interest rates, continues to be recognized in accumulated other comprehensive
income. Determining whether there is an OTTI may require management to exercise significant judgment and make significant assumptions,
including, but not limited to, estimated cash flows, estimated prepayments, loss assumptions, and assumptions regarding changes in interest
rates. As a result, actual impairment losses could differ from reported amounts. Such judgments and assumptions are based upon a number of
factors, including (i) credit of the issuer or the borrower, (ii) credit rating of the security, (iii) key terms of the security, (iv) performance of the
loan or underlying loans, including debt service coverage and loan-to-value ratios, (v) the value of the collateral for the loan or underlying loans,
(vi) the effect of local, industry, and broader economic factors, and (vii) the historical and anticipated trends in defaults and loss severities for
similar securities.

Loan Impairment

We evaluate each loan classified as held-for-investment for impairment at least quarterly. Impairment occurs when it is deemed probable
that we will not be able to collect all amounts due according to the contractual terms of the loan. If a loan is considered to be impaired, we record
an allowance to reduce the carrying value of the loan to the present value of expected future cash flows discounted at the loan's contractual
effective rate or the fair value of the collateral, if repayment is expected solely from the collateral.

The Company's loans are typically collateralized by real estate. As a result, the Company regularly evaluates the extent and impact of any
credit deterioration associated with the performance and/or value of the underlying collateral property as well as the financial and operating
capability of the borrower/sponsor on a loan by loan basis. Specifically, a property's operating results and any cash reserves are analyzed and
used to assess (i) whether cash from operations are sufficient to cover the debt service requirements currently and into the future, (ii) the ability
of the borrower to refinance the loan, and/or (iii) the property's liquidation value. The Company also evaluates the financial wherewithal of any
loan guarantors as well as the borrower's competency in managing and operating the properties. In addition, the Company considers the overall
economic environment, real estate sector, and geographic sub-market in which the borrower operates. Such impairment analyses are completed
and reviewed by asset management and finance personnel, who utilize various data sources, including (i) periodic financial data such as property
occupancy, tenant profile, rental rates, operating expenses, the borrower's exit plan, and capitalization and discount rates, (ii) site inspections,
and (iii) current credit spreads and discussions with market participants.

Upon completion of the process above, we concluded that no loans were impaired as of December 31, 2011 or 2010. Significant judgment
is required when evaluating loans for impairment, therefore, actual results over time could be materially different.

Valuation of Financial Instruments

GAAP establishes a hierarchy of valuation techniques based on the observability of inputs utilized in measuring financial instruments at fair
values. GAAP establishes market based or observable inputs as the preferred source of values, followed by valuation models using management
assumptions in the absence of market inputs. The three levels of the hierarchy under GAAP are described below:

Level I Quoted prices in active markets for identical assets or liabilities.
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Level I Prices are determined using other significant observable inputs. Observable inputs are inputs that other market
participants would use in pricing a security. These may include quoted prices for similar securities, interest rates, prepayment speeds,
credit risk and others.

Level Il Prices are determined using significant unobservable inputs. In situations where quoted prices or observable inputs are
unavailable (for example, when there is little or no market activity for an investment at the end of the period) unobservable inputs may
be used.

Unobservable inputs reflect our own assumptions about the factors that market participants would use in pricing an asset or liability, and
would be based on the best information available.

Any changes to the valuation methodology are be reviewed by management to ensure the changes are appropriate. The methods we use
may produce a fair value calculation that may not be indicative of net realizable value or reflective of future fair values. Furthermore, while we
anticipate that our valuation methods are appropriate and consistent with other market participants, the use of different methodologies, or
assumptions, to determine the fair value of certain financial instruments could result in a different estimate of fair value at the reporting date. We
use inputs that are current as of the measurement date, which may include periods of market dislocation, during which price transparency may be
reduced.

Derivative Instruments and Hedging Activities

As required by GAAP, the Company records all derivatives on the balance sheet at fair value. The accounting for changes in the fair value
of derivatives depends on the intended use of the derivative, whether the Company has elected to designate a derivative in a hedging relationship
and apply hedge accounting and whether the hedging relationship has satisfied the criteria necessary to apply hedge accounting. Derivatives
designated and qualifying as a hedge of the exposure to changes in the fair value of an asset, liability, or firm commitment attributable to a
particular risk, such as interest rate risk, are considered fair value hedges. Derivatives designated and qualifying as a hedge of the exposure to
variability in expected future cash flows, or other types of forecasted transactions, are considered cash flow hedges. Derivatives may also be
designated as hedges of the foreign currency exposure of a net investment in a foreign operation. Hedge accounting generally provides for the
matching of the timing of gain or loss recognition on the hedging instrument with the recognition of the changes in the fair value of the hedged
asset or liability that are attributable to the hedged risk in a fair value hedge or the earnings effect of the hedged forecasted transactions in a cash
flow hedge. We may enter into derivative contracts that are intended to economically hedge certain of our risks, even though hedge accounting
does not apply or we do not elect to apply hedge accounting. The designation of derivative contracts as hedges, the measurement of their
effectiveness, and the estimate of the fair value of the contracts all may involve significant judgments by our management, and changes to those
judgments could significantly impact our reported results of operations.

Income Taxes

We have elected to be taxed as a REIT under the Code for federal income tax purposes. We generally must distribute annually at least 90%
of our taxable income, subject to certain adjustments and excluding any net capital gain, in order for federal corporate income tax not to apply to
our earnings that we distribute. To the extent that we satisfy this distribution requirement, but distribute less than 100% of our taxable income,
we will be subject to federal corporate income tax on our undistributed taxable income. Our qualification as a REIT also depends on our ability
to meet various other requirements imposed by the Code, which relate to organizational structure, diversity of stock ownership and certain
restrictions with regard to owned assets and categories of income. Many of the REIT requirements are highly technical and complex, and if we
fail to qualify as a REIT we would be subject to United States federal corporate income tax on our taxable income.
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The Company formed several TRSs in 2010 to reduce the impact of the prohibited transaction tax and to avoid penalty for the holding of
assets not qualifying as real estate assets for purposes of the REIT asset tests. Any income associated with a TRS is fully taxable because a TRS
is subject to federal and state income taxes as a domestic C corporation based upon its taxable income.

Recent Accounting Pronouncements

In April 2011, the FASB issued ASU No. 2011-03, Reconsideration of Effective Control for Repurchase Agreements. This update revises
the criteria for assessing effective control for repurchase agreements and other agreements that both entitle and obligate a transferor to
repurchase or redeem financial assets before their maturity. The update will be effective for the Company on January 1, 2012, early adoption is
prohibited, and the amendments will be applied prospectively to transactions or modifications of existing transactions that occur on or after the
effective date. We do not believe that the adoption of this standard will have a material impact on our financial position or results of operations.

In May 2011, the FASB issued ASU No. 2011-04, Fair Value Measurement: Amendments to Achieve Common Fair Value Measurement
and Disclosure Requirements in U.S. GAAP and IFRSs. This update amends the existing fair value guidance to improve consistency in the
application and disclosure of fair value measurements in U.S. GAAP and International Financial Reporting Standards. ASU 2011-04 provides
certain clarifications to the existing guidance, changes certain fair value principles, and enhances disclosure requirements. The update will be
effective for the Company on January 1, 2012, early adoption is prohibited, and the amendments will be applied prospectively to transactions or
modifications of existing transactions that occur on or after the effective date. We have not completed our evaluation as to whether the adoption
of this standard will have a material impact on our financial position or results of operations.

In December 2011, the FASB issued amended guidance which will enhance disclosures required by U.S. GAAP by requiring improved
information about financial instruments and derivative instruments that are either (1) offset or (2) subject to an enforceable master netting
arrangement or similar agreement, irrespective of whether they are offset. This information will enable users of an entity's financial statements to
evaluate the effect or potential effect of netting arrangements on an entity's financial position, including the effect or potential effect of rights of
setoff associated with certain financial instruments and derivative instruments. An entity is required to apply the amendments for annual
reporting periods beginning on or after January 1, 2013, and interim periods within those annual periods. An entity should provide the
disclosures required by those amendments retrospectively for all comparative periods presented. We are in the process of evaluating the impact
that this guidance will have on the consolidated financial statement disclosures.

Results of Operations

Net income attributable to Starwood Property Trust, Inc. for the year ended December 31, 2011 was approximately $119.4 million or $1.38
per weighted-average share of basic common stock ($1.38 diluted), more than double the $57.0 million or $1.16 per weighted-average share of
basic common stock ($1.14 diluted) for the year ended December 31, 2010. The net loss for the period ended December 31, 2009 was
$3.0 million or a loss of $0.06 per weighted-average share of basic and diluted common stock. For the purposes of this analysis, the period ended
December 31, 2009 is excluded as it represents approximately four months of operating activity and is not comparable with 2010 and 2011. For
the year ended December 31, 2011, net interest margin increased $98.5 million from the prior year, resulting from increases in interest income of
$111.5 million and interest expense of $13.0 million. The increase in net interest margin is primarily due to increased investment activity. From
December 31, 2010 to December 31, 2011, the carrying value of our investments in loans increased a net $1.0 billion, other investments
increased a net $30.2 million and MBS securities decreased by $55.9 million. The
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increase in interest expense resulted primarily from the four new financing facilities entered into since December 31, 2010, with a resulting
increase in the total secured financing balance outstanding of $523.9 million. As of December 31, 2011, our target portfolio of investments was
generating a weighted-average levered return of 12.1% (annually compounded) and the weighted-average cost of the secured financings was
3.6%, including the impact of interest rate hedges.

For the year ended December 31, 2011, non-investment expenses increased by $20.9 million from the prior year. The year over year
increases were primarily due to increases in the base management fee of $10.1 million, stock compensation expense of $5.9 million, acquisition
and investment pursuit costs of $2.2 million and general and administrative costs of $2.6 million. The increase in the base management fee was
primarily due to our supplemental equity raises in December 2010 and May 2011 with net proceeds of $434.6 million and $475.4 million,
respectively. In connection with the December 2010 supplemental equity raise, our Manager was granted an additional 1,075,000 restricted stock
units, resulting in higher stock compensation expense in the subsequent periods. The increase in acquisition and investment pursuit costs and
general and administrative expenses are primarily attributed to the Company's increased size, as well as the volume of transactions and the
increase in professional fees such as legal, audit and consulting, resulting from the growing investment portfolio.

For the year ended December 31, 2011, we had realized gains from the sale of investments of $21.0 million, of which $10.7 million related
to the sale of MBS securities and other investments and $10.3 million related to the sale of loans. For the year ended December 31, 2010, we had
realized gains from the sale of investments of $11.6 million, of which $2.3 million related to the sale of MBS and other investments and $9.3
million related to the sale of loans. Realized gains from MBS and other investments primarily relate to strategic sales of RMBS and CMBS in
2011 and 2010. In 2011, we sold seven loans into two separate securitization vehicles and sold two loans in a private sale and in 2010, sold three
loans into a securitization vehicle, representing the realized gains on loans for each year, respectively. Refer to Note 7 to the consolidated
financial statements in this Annual Report for more information on loan securitization and sale activities. For the year ended December 31, 2011,
we had net gains on currency hedges of $4.5 million and unrealized foreign currency remeasurement loss of $6.5 million, compared to net losses
on currency hedges of $7.5 million and unrealized foreign currency remeasurement gain of $6.1 million from the prior year. The flip in the
currency hedge and foreign currency remeasurement gains and losses year over year was primarily due to volatility and the depreciation of the
Euro on our Euro denominated loan as a result of the European sovereign debt crisis in 2011. For the year ended December 31, 2011, we had net
losses on interest rate hedges of $27.1 million and net gains on credit spread hedges of $2.4 million. We have historically used the securitization
markets as a source of advantageously priced, non-recourse, matched term financing for many of the fixed rate first mortgage loans we originate.
Our business model is to originate the whole loan and either securitize or sell a senior portion of the loan, leaving us with a higher yielding
subordinate loan component. Earlier in 2011, in an effort to improve the competitive position of our growing direct origination platform, we also
began originating sell-all fixed rate conduit loans where the entire balance of the loan was targeted for sale into the securitization markets. The
losses on interest rate hedges stem from declines in the value of our held-for-sale conduit loans and related derivatives that resulted from the
extreme disruption experienced by the CMBS market since late June 2011 and have suspended our conduit platform as a result. As of
December 31, 2011, we had six held-for-sale conduit loans remaining that were in an unrealized gain position of $5.8 million. OTTI charges
related to our RMBS securities were $6.0 million for the year ended December 31, 2011 and other income was $2.7 million.
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The diluted per share amounts of our interest margin and expenses for the years ended December 31, 2011 and 2010 and the period ended
December 31, 2009 were as follows (amounts in thousands except per share data):

For the Year Ended For the Period Ended
Per Per Per
Diluted Diluted Diluted
2011 Share 2010 Share 2009 Share
Net interest margin:
Cash coupon received from loans $ 151,009 $ 175 $ 65204 $ 130 $ 2,141 $ 0.05
Constant yield adjustments on loans(1) 28,346 0.33 6,339 0.13 318 0.01
Cash coupon received from mortgage-backed
securities 8,955 0.10 14,725 0.29 4,141 0.09
Constant yield adjustments on
mortgage-backed securities(2) 16,663 0.19 7,256 0.15 327 0.01
Cash interest expense (25,002) (0.29) (15,142) (0.30) (1,884) (0.04)
Amortization of debt issuance costs (3,780) (0.04) (646) (0.01) (20) (0.00)
Net interest margin 176,191 2.04 77,736 1.56 5,023 0.12
Expenses:
Management fees 38,899 0.45 22,775 0.46 7,471 0.16
Acquisition and investment pursuit costs 2,571 0.03 378 0.01 66 0.00
General and administrative 9,450 0.11 6,899 0.14 1,749 0.04
Total expenses 50,920 0.59 30,052 0.61 9,286 0.20
Income before other income (expenses) and
taxes $ 125271 $ 145 $ 47,684 $ 095 $ (4,263) $ (0.08)

(M
Represents the aggregate adjustments necessary to recognize income from loans on a constant yield basis, which is comprised
primarily of discount accretion, but also includes the amortization of loan fees and costs.

2
Represents the aggregate adjustments necessary to recognize income from MBS on a constant yield basis, which is comprised
primarily of discount accretion.

The overall increase in net interest margin for over the three year period is due to the more full deployment of our capital during each year.
Management fees per diluted share for 2011 and 2010 are higher than 2009 due to our Manager earning an incentive fee in those years.
Acquisition and investment pursuit costs per diluted share have increased during the three periods due to the increased size/volume of
transactions being pursued. General and administrative expenses per diluted share decreased in 2011 from 2010 as a result of our efforts to
control costs such that our overhead-related costs have not increased proportionately with the equity that has been raised.

Cash Flows
For the year ended December 31, 2011

Cash and cash equivalents decreased by $112.8 million during the year ended December 31, 2011. The decrease resulted from cash used in
investing activities of $1.0 billion, offset by cash provided from operating activities of $79.4 million and financing activities of $809.8 million.
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Net cash provided from operating activities for the year ended December 31, 2011 of approximately $79.4 million, includes $270.1 million
used for the origination of loans held-for-sale and $294.1 million in proceeds from the sale of loans held for sale. The net income for the period
was approximately $120.6 million. The adjustments for non-cash charges, including stock-based compensation, incentive fee stock
compensation, accretion of deferred loan fees and discounts, amortization of deferred financing costs, accretion of net discount on MBS and
accretion of premium from collateralized debt obligations decreased cash by $27.2 million. The net change in operating assets and liabilities
decreased cash flows from operating activities by approximately $29.4 million. This amount is comprised of a $3.3 million increase in cash
attributable to related party payable, and a decrease of nearly $32.7 million from accrued interest receivable, other assets, accounts payable and
accrued expenses and other liabilities. The net change in unrealized gains on loans held-for-sale at fair value of $5.8 million and unrealized gains
on currency hedges of $5.8 million was offset by a net unrealized loss on interest hedges of $11.3 million and unrealized foreign currency
remeasurement losses of $6.5 million. Additionally, we recognized realized gains of $10.7 million from the sale of available-for-sale securities
and $10.3 million from the sale of loans held for sale. Lastly, for the year ended December 31, 2011, we had OTTI charges on our RMBS
securities of $6.0 million.

Net cash used in investing activities for the year ended December 31, 2011 totaled $1.0 billion and related primarily to the acquisition and
origination of new loans held-for-investment of $1.6 billion, new MBS of $208.4 million, other investments of $37.1 million, purchase of
derivative contracts of $7.6 million and purchased interest of approximately $2.1 million offset by proceeds received from the sale of MBS of
$287.4 million, principal repayments on loans and MBS of $26.9 million and $113.9 million, respectively, MBS maturities of $27.1 million,
loan maturities of $305.3 million, proceeds from the sale of loans held for investment of $47.5 million, proceeds from the sale of other
investments of $2.8 million, proceeds from other investment repayments of $0.7 million and net proceeds from the execution of treasury shorts
of $0.1 million.

Net cash provided by financing activities for the year ended December 31, 2011 related primarily to $1.6 billion of borrowings from our
secured financing facilities, gross proceeds from our common stock offering of $476.7 million and contributions from non-controlling interests
of $5.2 million, offset by dividend payments to our stockholders of $142.9 million, repayments on borrowings of $1.1 billion, payment of
underwriting costs of $28.3 million, distributions to non-controlling interests of $9.3 million, treasury stock purchases of $10.6 million and the
payment of deferred financing costs of $4.9 million.

For the year ended December 31, 2010

Cash and cash equivalents were $226.9 million as of December 31, 2010, down from $645.1 million as of December 31, 2009. The $418.2
million decrease was primarily attributable to investment activity totaling approximately $1.2 billion for the year. Financing activities provided
net cash of nearly $847.1 million and operating activities decreased cash by approximately $99.7 million for fiscal year 2010.

Net cash used in operating activities for the year ended December 31, 2010 was approximately $99.7 million, which includes $143.4
million for the purchase of loans held-for-sale. All other operating activities increased cash by $43.8 million, including approximately $1.8
million of operating income attributable to non-controlling interests. The net income for the period was approximately $58.8 million. Non-cash
charges for stock-based compensation, amortization of deferred loan fees and discounts, amortization of deferred financing costs and
amortization of net discount on MBS decreased cash by $5.4 million. The net change in operating assets and liabilities increased cash flows by
$0.6 million and consisted of an $8.8 million increase in accounts payable and accrued expenses, related party payable and other liabilities and a
decrease in interest receivables and other assets of $8.2 million. The net change in unrealized loss on currency hedges and interest rate swaps
and remeasurement gain on foreign currency denominated assets of $1.4 million was offset by realized gains on the sale of loans of $9.3 million,
realized gains on the sale of available-for-sale securities of $2.1 million and realized gains on the sale of other investments of $0.3 million.
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Net cash used in investing activities for the year ended December 31, 2010 totaled $1.2 billion and related primarily to the acquisition of
new loans held-for-investment of $1.2 billion, new mortgage-backed securities of $204.5 million, other investments of $15.0 million and
purchased interest of $3.0 million offset by proceeds from sales of MBS of $58.3 million, principal repayments on loans and MBS of $13.6
million and $38.8 million, respectively, loan maturities of $114.7 million, proceeds from the sales of loans of $38.2 million and proceeds from
the sales of other investments of $2.0 million.

Net cash provided by financing activities during 2010 related primarily to the approximately $279.0 million of net proceeds from the
borrowing the first repurchase agreement with Wells Fargo Bank, National Association ("Wells Fargo"), $68.5 million from the second
repurchase agreement with Wells Fargo, $125.2 million from the credit agreement with Bank of America, N.A. (the "BAML Facility"), $5.0
million from a repurchase agreement with Goldman Sachs Mortgage Company, and $54.1 million of net proceeds from the loans sold to a
securitization trust. In addition, proceeds from our December 2010 supplemental common stock offering of $453.8 million were offset by the
payment of dividends to our shareholders of $44.3 million, repayments on borrowings of $69.4 million, payment of underwriting and offering
costs of $19.0 million, payment of $4.5 million in deferred financing costs, and net distributions to non-controlling interests of $1.3 million.

Liquidity and Capital Resources

Liquidity is a measure of our ability to meet our cash requirements, including ongoing commitments to repay borrowings, fund and
maintain our assets and operations, make new investments where appropriate, make distributions to our stockholders, and other general business
needs. We use cash to purchase or originate investments, repay principal and interest on our borrowings, make distributions to our stockholders
and fund our operations. We closely monitor our liquidity position and believe that we have sufficient liquidity to and access to liquidity to meet
our financial obligations for at least the next 12 months. Our primary sources of liquidity are as follows:

Cash Generated from Operating the Business, Including Repayments

Cash from operations is generally comprised of interest income from our investments, net of any associated financing expense, principal
repayments from our investments, net of associated financing repayments, proceeds from the sale of investments, and changes in working capital
balances.

Cash and Cash Equivalents

As of December 31, 2011, we had cash and cash equivalents of $114.0 million, including $0.1 million related to borrower reserve funds
maintained in an unrestricted account.

Potential Liquidation of Certain RMBS and CMBS Positions

We regularly make certain investments in RMBS. We have restricted these RMBS investments to an amount that at all times is no greater
than 10% of our total assets. Expected durations are generally 5 years or less and we have engaged a third party manager who specializes in
RMBS to assist us in managing this portfolio. As of December 31, 2011, our investments in RMBS and CMBS are classified as
available-for-sale and had a fair value of $164.9 million and $176.8 million, respectively.

Borrowings under Various Financing Arrangements
We utilize a variety of financing arrangements to finance certain assets. We generally utilize three types of financing arrangements:

1y
Repurchase Agreements: Repurchase agreements effectively allow us to borrow against loans and securities that we own.
Under these agreements, we sell our loans and securities to a
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counterparty and agree to repurchase the same loans and securities from the counterparty at a price equal to the original sales
price plus an interest factor. The counterparty retains the sole discretion over both whether to purchase the loan and security
from us and, subject to certain conditions, the market value of such loan or security for purposes of determining whether we
are required to pay margin to the counterparty. Generally, if the lender determines (subject to certain conditions) that the
market value of the collateral in a repurchase transaction has decreased by more than a defined minimum amount, we would
be required to repay any amounts borrowed in excess of the product of (i) the revised market value multiplied by (ii) the
applicable advance rate. During the term of a repurchase agreement, we receive the principal and interest on the related loans
and securities and pay interest to the counterparty. As of December 31, 2011, we have various repurchase agreements, with
details referenced in the table provided below.

Bank Credit Facilities: We use bank credit facilities (including term loans and revolving facilities) to finance our assets.
These financings may be collateralized or non-collateralized and may involve one or more lenders. Credit facilities typically
have maturities ranging from two to five years and may accrue interest at either fixed or floating rates. On December 3,
2010, we entered into a term loan credit agreement with Bank of America, N.A. ("Bank of America") to finance the
acquisition of a $205.0 million participation in a senior secured note, due from certain special purpose entities that were
formed to hold substantially all of the assets of a worldwide operator of hotels, resorts and timeshare properties. In June
2011, we exercised a pre-existing right to convert the note into securities in order to maximize the liquidity of our
investment. We therefore reclassified the loan, which had a carrying amount of $176.6 million, from loans held for
investment to MBS, available-for-sale, at fair value. The initial term of our bank facility, as stated in the table below, is
subject to further extension based upon the satisfaction of certain conditions at or prior to the time of such extension. Bank
of America retains the sole discretion, subject to certain conditions, over the market value of such note for purposes of
determining whether we are required to pay margin to the Bank of America.

Loan Sales/Syndications/Securitizations: ~We seek non-recourse long-term financing from loan sales, syndications and/or
securitizations of our investments in mortgage loans. The sales/syndications/securitizations generally involve a senior
portion of our loan, but may involve the entire loan. Loan sales and syndications generally involve the sale of a senior note
component or participation interest to a third party lender. Securitization generally involves transferring notes to a special
purpose vehicle (or the issuing entity), which then issues one or more classes of non-recourse notes pursuant to the terms of
an indenture. The notes are secured by the pool of assets. In exchange for the transfer of assets to the issuing entity, we
receive cash proceeds from the sale of non-recourse notes. Sales/syndications/securitizations of our portfolio investments
might magnify our exposure to losses on those portfolio investments because the retained subordinate interest in any
particular overall loan would be subordinate to the loan components sold and we would, therefore, absorb all losses
sustained with respect to the overall loan before the owners of the senior notes experience any losses with respect to the loan
1n question.
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Summary of Financing Facilities as of December 31, 2011 (amounts in thousands):

Wells Wells Goldman Bank of Wells Deutsche Deutsche Wells
Fargo 1 Fargo 11 Sachs America Fargo 111 Bank I Bank I1 Fargo IV
Bank Credit
Facility Type Repurchase ~ Repurchase Repurchase Facility Repurchase  Repurchase Repurchase Repurchase
Revolver No Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No
Single Single
Identified Identified Borrower Identified Identified Borrower Identified
Eligible Assets Loans Loans Identified Loans ~ Secured Note RMBS Loans Secured Note Loans
Initial Maturity May-13 Aug-13 Dec-12 Nov-13 Mar-12 Jun-12 May-12 Dec-14
Extended Maturity(a) N/A Aug-15 N/A Nov-14 N/A Jun-14 N/A Dec-2016
LIBOR + LIBOR + LIBOR + LIBOR +
LIBOR + 1.75% to LIBOR +1.95% 2.35% to 1.5% to 1.85% to LIBOR + LIBOR +
Pricing 3% 6% t0 2.25% 2.5% 1.75% 2.5% 3.5% to 5% 2.75%
Minimum Loss to Trigger a
Margin Call (b) (b) (e) $0 $250,000 $250,000 $0 (h)
Maximum Advance Rate on
Collateral (©) 75% 80% (© (d) 85% 75% (d)
Pledged Asset Carrying
Value $162,276 $630,771 $128,593 $176,786 $136,784 $0 $164,717 $307,368
Maximum Facility Size $108,941 $550,000 $150,000 $119,004 $100,000 $150,000 $117,383 $236,000
Outstanding Balance $108,941 $435,267 $92,125 $119,004 $86,575 $0 $117,346 $144,258
Approved but Undrawn
Capacity(f) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $37 $0
Unallocated Financing
Amt(g) $0 $114,732 $57,875 $0 $13,425 $150,000 $0 $91,472
(a)
Subject to certain conditions as defined in facility agreement.
(b)
35 bps of aggregate outstanding principal amount.
©)
Effectively not applicable as of December 31, 2011 as there was no longer any borrowing capacity available.
(d)
There is no defined maximum advance rate under this facility. The advance rates are determined separately for each repurchase transaction.
(©)]
Margin deficit exists if the aggregate repurchase price exceeds the aggregate sum for all assets of the product of (i) the advance rate for each asset
multiplied by (ii) its fair value.
()
Approved but undrawn capacity represents the total draw amount that has been approved by the lender related to the assets that have been pledged as
collateral, less the actual amount that has been drawn.
(€3]
Unallocated financing amount represents the maximum facility size less the total draw capacity that has been approved by the lender.
(h)

Lesser of $1.0 million or 35 bps of aggregate outstanding principal amount.

Summary of Total Financing Facility Ending Balances as of December 31, 2011 (amounts in thousands):

Aggregate Pledged Asset Carrying Value $ 1,707,295
Aggregate Maximum Facility Size $ 1,531,328
Less: Aggregate Outstanding Balance $ (1,103,517)
Aggregate Undrawn Capacity $ 427,811
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Scheduled Principal Repayments on Investments and Overhang on Financing Facilities

The following scheduled and/or projected principal repayments on our investments were based upon the amounts outstanding and
contractual terms of the financing facilities in effect as of December 31, 2011 (amounts in thousands):

Scheduled Scheduled/Projected Projected Total Scheduled
Principal Principal Required Principal
Repayments on Repayments on Repayments Repayments,
Loans RMBS and CMBS of Financing net of financing
First Quarter 2012 $ 4814 $ 19,014 $ (14,084) $ 9,744
Second Quarter
2012 196,218 15,596 (120,711) 91,103
Third Quarter 2012 78,853 14,522 (60,953) 32,422
Fourth Quarter
2012 42,072 13,774 (3,115) 52,731
Total $ 321,957 $ 62,906 $ (198,863) $ 186,000

Other Potential Sources of Financing

In the future, we may also use other sources of financing to fund the acquisition of our target assets, including other secured as well as
unsecured forms of borrowing. We may also seek to raise further equity capital or issue debt securities in order to fund our future investments.

Leverage Policies

We employ leverage, to the extent available, to fund the acquisition of our target assets, increase potential returns to our stockholders, or
provide temporary liquidity. Leverage can be either direct by utilizing private third party financing, or indirect through originating, acquiring, or
retaining subordinated mortgages, B-notes, subordinated loan participations or mezzanine loans. Although the type of leverage we deploy is
dependent on the underlying asset that is being financed, we intend, when possible, to utilize leverage whose maturity is equal to or greater than
the maturity of the underlying asset and minimize to the greatest extent possible exposure to the company of credit losses associated with any
individual asset. In addition, we intend to mitigate the impact of potential future interest rate increases on our borrowings through utilization of
hedging instruments, primarily interest rate swap agreements.

The amount of leverage we deploy for particular investments in our target assets depends upon our Manager's assessment of a variety of
factors, which may include the anticipated liquidity and price volatility of the assets in our investment portfolio, the potential for losses and
extension risk in our portfolio, the gap between the duration of our assets and liabilities, including hedges, the availability and cost of financing
the assets, our opinion of the creditworthiness of our financing counterparties, the health of the U.S. economy and commercial and residential
mortgage markets, our outlook for the level, slope, and volatility of interest rates, the credit quality of our assets, the collateral underlying our
assets, and our outlook for asset spreads relative to the LIBOR curve. Under our current repurchase agreements and bank credit facility, our total
leverage may not exceed 75% of total assets (as defined), as adjusted to remove the impact of bona-fide loan sales that are accounted for as
financings and the consolidation of variable interest entities pursuant to GAAP. As of December 31, 2011, our total debt to loan and MBS
investments was 41.5%.
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Contractual Obligations and Commitments

Contractual obligations as of December 31, 2011 are as follows (amounts in thousands):

Less than More than

Total 1 year 1 to 3 years 3 to 5 years 5 years
Secured financings, including interest
payable(a) $ 1,151,571 $ 427,367 $ 724204 $ $
Liabilities of securitization trust 59,287 2,682 5,761 50,844
Loan funding obligations 79,659 44,901 34,758
Venture investment funding obligation 1,672 1,672
Total $ 1,292,189 $ 476,622 $§ 764,723 $ 50,844 §$

@
For borrowings with variable interest rates, we used the rates in effect as of December 31, 2011 to determine the future interest
payment obligations.

The table above does not include amounts due under our management agreement or derivative agreements as those contracts do not have
fixed and determinable payments. In addition, the table above does not give effect to the subsequent events described in Note 16 to the
consolidated financial statements in this report.

Off-Balance Sheet Arrangements

As of December 31, 2011, we did not have any relationships with unconsolidated entities or financial partnerships, such as entities often
referred to as structured investment vehicles, or special purpose or variable interest entities, established to facilitate off-balance sheet
arrangements or other contractually narrow or limited purposes. Further, as of December 31, 2011, we had not guaranteed any obligations of
unconsolidated entities or entered into any commitment or intent to provide additional funding to any such entities.

Dividends

We intend to continue to make regular quarterly distributions to holders of our common stock. U.S. federal income tax law generally
requires that a REIT distribute annually at least 90% of its REIT taxable income, without regard to the deduction for dividends paid and
excluding net capital gains, and that it pay tax at regular corporate rates to the extent that it annually distributes less than 100% of its net taxable
income. We intend to continue to pay regular quarterly dividends to our stockholders in an amount approximating our net taxable income, if and
to the extent authorized by our board of directors. Before we pay any dividend, whether for U.S. federal income tax purposes or otherwise, we
must first meet both our operating requirements and debt service on our debt. If our cash available for distribution is less than our net taxable
income, we could be required to sell assets or borrow funds to make cash distributions or we may make a portion of the required distribution in
the form of a taxable stock distribution or distribution of debt securities.

Our board of directors declared a dividend of $0.42 per share of common stock for the quarter ended March 31, 2011 on March 1, 2011.
The dividend was paid on April 15, 2011 to common stockholders of record as of March 31, 2011. The board also declared a dividend of $0.44
per share of common stock for the quarter ended June 30, 2011. The dividend was paid on July 15, 2011 to common stockholders of record as of
June 30, 2011. The board further declared a dividend of $0.44 per share of common stock for the quarter ended September 30, 2011. The
dividend was paid on October 14, 2011 to common stockholders of record as of September 30, 2011. On November 4, 2011, the board declared
a dividend of $0.44 per share of common stock for the quarter ended December 31, 2011. The dividend was paid on January 13, 2012 to
common stockholders of record as of December 31, 2011.
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The tax treatment for our aggregate distributions per share of common stock paid with respect to 2011 is as follows:

Total 2011  Ordinary Taxable Unrecaptured
Distribution Taxable Qualified Capital Gain 1250 Nondividend
Record Date Payment Date  Per Share Dividends Dividends(1) Distribution Gain(2) Distributions(3)

12/31/2010 1/17/2011 $ 02814 $ 0.1962 $ 0.0026 $ 0.0195 $ $  0.0657
3/31/2011 4/15/2011 0.4200 0.2929 0.0039 0.0291 0.0980
6/30/2011 7/15/2011 0.4400 0.3069 0.0041 0.0304 0.1027
9/30/2011 10/15/2011 0.4400 0.3069 0.0041 0.0304 0.1027

$ 15814 $ 1.1029 $ 0.0147 $§ 0.1094 $ $ 03691

(n

Amounts in 1b are included in 1a.
@)

Amounts in 2b are included in 2a.
3

Amounts in 3 are also known as Return of Capital.

As the Company's aggregate distributions exceeded its earnings and profits, the January 2012 distribution declared in the fourth quarter of
2011 and payable to shareholders of record as of December 31, 2011 will be treated as a 2012 distribution for federal tax purposes.

On February 29, 2012, our board of directors declared a dividend of $0.44 per share for the first quarter of 2012, which is payable on
April 13, 2012 to common stockholders of record as of March 30, 2012.

Non-GAAP Financial Measures

Core Earnings is a non-GAAP financial measure. We calculate Core Earnings as GAAP net income (loss) excluding non-cash equity
compensation expense, the incentive fee due under our management agreement, depreciation and amortization of real estate (to the extent that
we own properties), any unrealized gains, losses or other non-cash items recorded in net income for the period, regardless of whether such items
are included in other comprehensive income or loss, or in net income. The amount is adjusted to exclude one-time events pursuant to changes in
GAAP and certain other non-cash charges as determined by our Manager and approved by a majority of our independent directors.

We believe that Core Earnings provides an additional measure of our core operating performance by eliminating the impact of certain
non-cash expenses and facilitating a comparison of our financial results to those of other comparable REITs with fewer or no non-cash charges
and comparison of our own operating results from period to period. Our management uses Core Earnings in this way, and also uses Core
Earnings to compute the incentive fee due under our management agreement. The Company believes that its investors also use Core Earnings or
a comparable supplemental performance measure to evaluate and compare the performance of the Company and its peers, and as such, the
Company believes that the disclosure of Core Earnings is useful to (and expected by) its investors.

However, the Company cautions that Core Earnings does not represent cash generated from operating activities in accordance with GAAP
and should not be considered as an alternative to net income (determined in accordance with GAAP), or an indication of our cash flow from
operating activities (determined in accordance with GAAP), a measure of our liquidity, or an indication of funds available to fund our cash
needs, including our ability to make cash distributions. In addition, our methodology for calculating Core Earnings may differ from the
methodologies employed by other REITSs to calculate the same or similar supplemental performance measures, and accordingly, our reported
Core Earnings may not be comparable to the Core Earnings reported by other REITS.
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Our Core Earnings (loss) for the years ended December 31, 2011 and 2010 and the period ended December 31, 2009 were approximately
$146.6 million, $67.2 million and ($0.6) million respectively, or $1.70 and $1.34 per weighted-average share, diluted and ($0.01) per
weighted-average share, basic. The table below provides a reconciliation of net income to Core Earnings for these periods:

Reconciliation of Net Income (Loss) to Core Earnings (Loss):

Period

Year Ended Per Year Ended Per Ended Per
(Amounts in thousands, December 31, Diluted December 31, Diluted December 31, Diluted
except per share data) 2011 Share 2010 Share 2009 Share
Net income (loss) attributable to Starwood
Property Trust, Inc $ 119377 $ 138 $ 57,046 $ 114 $ (3,017) $ (0.06)
Unrealized gain on loans held for sale at fair
value (5,760) 0.07) 0.00 0.00
Unrealized loss on interest rate hedges 11,287 0.13 55 0.00 0.00
Other-than-temporary impairment 6,001 0.08 0.00 0.00
Unrealized foreign currency loss (gain) 6,518 0.08 (6,050) 0.12) 0.00
Unrealized (gain) loss on currency hedges (5,755) 0.07) 7,383 0.15 0.00
Management incentive fee 1,178 0.01 1,235 0.02 0.00
Non-cash stock-based compensation 13,743 0.16 7,522 0.15 2,421 0.05
Core Earnings (Loss) $ 146589 $ 170 $ 67,191 $ 134 §$ (596) $ (0.01)

Item 7A. Quantitative and Qualitative Disclosures About Market Risk.

We seek to manage our risks related to the credit quality of our assets, interest rates, liquidity, prepayment speeds and market value while,
at the same time, seeking to provide an opportunity to stockholders to realize attractive risk-adjusted returns through ownership of our capital
stock. While we do not seek to avoid risk completely, we believe the risk can be quantified from historical experience and seek to actively
manage that risk, to earn sufficient compensation to justify taking those risks and to maintain capital levels consistent with the risks we
undertake.

Credit Risk

We are subject to varying degrees of credit risk in connection with our investments. While we do not expect to encounter significant credit
risk in our Agency RMBS assets, we have exposure to credit risk on the mortgage assets and underlying mortgage loans in our non-Agency
RMBS and CMBS portfolios as well as other assets. Our Manager seeks to manage credit risk by performing deep credit fundamental analysis of
potential assets. Credit risk is also addressed through our Manager's on-going surveillance, and investments are monitored for variance from
expected prepayments, defaults, severities, losses and cash flow on a monthly basis.

Our investment guidelines do not limit the amount of our equity that may be invested in any type of our target assets; however, not more
than 25% of our equity may be invested in any individual asset, without the consent of a majority of our independent directors. Our investment
decisions depend on prevailing market conditions and may change over time in response to opportunities available in different interest rate,
economic and credit environments. As a result, we cannot predict the percentage of our equity that will be invested in any of our target assets at
any given time.
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At December 31, 2011, the S&P ratings of our MBS portfolio were as follows (amounts in thousands):

Carrying

S&P Rating Value Percentage

AA+ $ 86 0.0%
AA 1,223 0.4%
AA- 5,396 1.6%
A 4,835 1.4%
A- 3,376 1.0%
BBB+ 5,558 1.6%
BBB 121 0.0%
BB+ 4,513 1.3%
BB 3,987 1.2%
BB- 4,400 1.3%
B+ 5,293 1.5%
B 5,405 1.6%
B- 9,110 2.7%
CCC 99,446 29.1%
CC 6,344 1.9%
D 3,583 1.0%
NR 179,058 52.4%
Total MBS $ 341,734 100.0%

At December 31, 2010, the S&P ratings of our MBS portfolio were as follows (amounts in thousands):

Carrying

S&P Rating Value Percentage

AAA $ 215722 54.2%
AA+ 324 0.1%
AA- 43 0.0%
A 255 0.1%
BBB 5,369 1.3%
BBB- 1,693 0.4%
BB+ 24,947 6.3%
BB 48,232 12.1%
BB- 8,563 2.2%
B+ 19,565 4.9%
B 5,573 1.4%
B- 36,059 9.1%
CCC+ 4,288 1.1%
CCC 14,503 3.6%
CCC- 10,640 2.7%
CC 700 0.2%
D 1,204 0.3%
Total MBS $ 397,680 100.0%

Interest Rate Risk

Interest rates are highly sensitive to many factors, including fiscal and monetary policies and domestic and international economic and
political considerations, as well as other factors beyond our

62




Edgar Filing: STARWOOD PROPERTY TRUST, INC. - Form 10-K

Table of Contents

control. We are subject to interest rate risk in connection with our investments and the related financing obligations. In general, we finance the
acquisition and/or origination of our target assets through financings in the form of warehouse facilities, bank credit facilities (including term
loans and revolving facilities), securitizations and repurchase agreements. We mitigate interest rate risk through utilization of hedging
instruments, primarily interest rate swap agreements. Interest rate swap agreements are utilized to hedge against future interest rate increases on
our borrowings and potential adverse changes in the value of certain assets that result from interest rate changes.

Interest Rate Effect on Net Interest Margin

Our operating results depend in large part on differences between the income earned on our investments and our cost of borrowing and
hedging activities. The cost of our borrowings is generally based on prevailing market interest rates. During a period of rising interest rates, our
borrowing costs generally may increase (1) while the yields earned on our leveraged fixed-rate mortgage assets remain static and (2) at a faster
pace than the yields earned on our leveraged floating rate mortgage assets, which could result in a decline in our net interest margin. The severity
of any such decline would depend on our asset/liability composition at the time as well as the magnitude and duration of the interest rate
increase. Further, an increase in short-term interest rates could also have a negative impact on the market value of our target assets. If any of
these events happen, we could experience a decrease in net income or incur a net loss during these periods, which could adversely affect our
liquidity and results of operations. Hedging techniques are partly based on assumed levels of prepayments of our investments. If prepayments
are slower or faster than assumed, the life of the investment would be longer or shorter, which would reduce the effectiveness of any hedging
strategies we may use and may cause losses on such transactions.

Interest Rate Mismatch Risk

We have funded a portion of our acquisition of mortgage loans and MBS with borrowings that are based on LIBOR, while the interest rates
on these assets may be indexed to LIBOR or another index rate, such as the one-year Constant Maturity Treasury ("CMT") index, the Monthly
Treasury Average ("MTA") index or the 11th District Cost of Funds Index ("COFI"). Accordingly, any increase in LIBOR relative to one-year
CMT rates, MTA or COFI may result in an increase in our borrowing costs that may not be matched by a corresponding increase in the interest
earnings on these assets. Any such interest rate index mismatch could adversely affect our profitability, which may negatively impact
distributions to our stockholders. To mitigate interest rate mismatches, we may utilize the hedging strategies discussed above.

Our analysis of risks is based on our Manager's experience, estimates, models and assumptions. These analyses rely on models which
utilize estimates of fair value and interest rate sensitivity. Actual economic conditions or implementation of decisions by the Manager may
produce results that differ significantly from the estimates and assumptions used in our models and the projected results.

Prepayment Risk

Prepayment risk is the risk that principal will be repaid at a different rate than anticipated, causing the return on certain investments to be
less than expected. As we receive prepayments of principal on our assets, any premiums paid on such assets are amortized against interest
income. In general, an increase in prepayment rates accelerates the amortization of purchase premiums, thereby reducing the interest income
earned on the assets. Conversely, discounts on such assets are accreted into interest income. In general, an increase in prepayment rates
accelerates the accretion of purchase discounts, thereby increasing the interest income earned on the assets.
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Extension Risk

Our Manager computes the projected weighted-average life of our assets based on assumptions regarding the rate at which the borrowers
will prepay the mortgages or extend. If prepayment rates decrease in a rising interest rate environment or extension options are exercised, the life
of the fixed-rate assets could extend beyond the term of the secured debt agreements. This could have a negative impact on our results of
operations. In some situations, we may be forced to sell assets to maintain adequate liquidity, which could cause us to incur losses.

Fair Value Risk

The estimated fair value of our investments fluctuates primarily due to changes in interest rates and other factors. Generally, in a rising
interest rate environment, the estimated fair value of the fixed-rate investments would be expected to decrease; conversely, in a decreasing
interest rate environment, the estimated fair value of the fixed-rate investments would be expected to increase. As market volatility increases or
liquidity decreases, the fair value of our assets may be adversely impacted. If we are unable to readily obtain independent pricing to validate our
estimated fair value of the securities in our portfolio, the fair value gains or losses recorded and/or disclosed may be adversely affected.

Foreign Currency Risk

We intend to hedge our currency exposures in a prudent manner. However, our currency hedging strategies may not eliminate all of our
currency risk due to, among other things, uncertainties in the timing and/or amount of payments received on the related investments, and/or
unequal, inaccurate, or unavailability of hedges to perfectly offset changes in future exchange rates. Additionally, we may be required under
certain circumstances to collateralize our currency hedges for the benefit of the hedge counterparty, which could adversely affect our liquidity.

As of December 31, 2011, we had $128.8 million of GBP-denominated loan investments (using the December 31, 2011 spot rate of 1.549).
Our historical cost related to these investments was at a spot rate of approximately 1.471. During 2011, we entered into a series of forward
contracts whereby we agree to sell an amount of GBP for an agreed-upon amount of USD at various dates through October 2013. These forward
contracts were executed to fix the USD amount of GBP-denominated cash flows expected to be received by the Company related to the
Company's GBP-denominated loans. As of December 31, 2011, we had 12 such foreign exchange forward contracts with a total notional value
of USD $153.5 million (using December 31, 2011 spot rate of 1.549).

As of December 31, 2011, we had $56.0 million of EUR-denominated loan investments (using the December 31, 2011 spot rate of 1.294).
Our historical cost related to these investments was at a spot rate of approximately 1.429. During 2011, we entered into a series of forward
contracts whereby we agreed to sell an amount of EUR for an agreed upon amount of USD at various dates through June of 2014. These forward
contracts were executed to economically fix the USD amount of EUR-denominated cash flows expected to be received by us related to our
mezzanine loan in Germany. As of December 31, 2011, we had 13 such foreign exchange forward contracts with a total notional value of USD
$83.7 million (using the December 31, 2011 spot rate of 1.294).

Real Estate

Commercial and residential mortgage assets are subject to volatility and may be affected adversely by a number of factors, including, but
not limited to, national, regional and local economic conditions (which may be adversely affected by industry slowdowns and other factors);
local real estate conditions; changes or continued weakness in specific industry segments; construction quality, age and design; demographic
factors; and retroactive changes to building or similar codes. In addition, decreases in
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property values reduce the value of the collateral and the potential proceeds available to a borrower to repay the underlying loans, which could
also cause us to suffer losses.

Inflation Risk

Virtually all of our assets and liabilities are interest rate sensitive in nature. As a result, interest rates and other factors influence our
performance significantly more than inflation does. Changes in interest rates may correlate with inflation rates and/or changes in inflation rates.
Our financial statements are prepared in accordance with GAAP and our distributions are determined by our board of directors consistent with
our obligation to distribute to our stockholders at least 90% of our REIT taxable income on an annual basis in order to maintain our REIT
qualification; in each case, our activities and balance sheet are measured with reference to historical cost and/or fair value without considering
inflation.

Risk Management
To the extent consistent with maintaining our REIT qualification, we seek to manage risk exposure to protect our portfolio of financial

assets against the effects of major interest rate changes. We generally seek to manage this risk by:

attempting to structure our financing agreements to have a range of different maturities, terms, amortizations and interest
rate adjustment periods;

using hedging instruments, primarily interest rate swap agreements but also financial futures, options, interest rate cap
agreements, floors and forward sales to adjust the interest rate sensitivity of our investment portfolio and our borrowings;

and

using loan sales, syndications, and securitization financing to better match the maturity of our financing with the duration of
our assets.

The following table summarizes the net investment income for a 12 month period and the change in fair value of our investments and
indebtedness assuming an increase or decrease of 100 basis points in the LIBOR interest rate, both adjusted for the effects of our interest rate
hedging activities (amounts in thousands):

Variable-rate

Income (Expense) investments and 100 Basis Point 100 Basis Point

Subject to Interest Rate Sensitivity indebtedness Increase Decrease

Investment income from variable-rate investments(1) $ 1,437,405 $ 16,028 $ (8,327)

Investment expense from variable-rate indebtedness(1) (1,156,716) (11,035) 3,259

Net investment income from variable rate instruments $ 280,689 $ 4993 $ 5,068
Fixed-Rate

Assets (Liabilities) investments and 100 Basis Point 100 Basis Point

Subject to Interest Rate Sensitivity (Par Amount) indebtedness Increase Decrease

Fair value of fixed-rate investments $ 1,393,739 $ (42,600) $ 46,001

Net fair value of fixed-rate instruments $ 1,393,739 $ (42,600) $ 46,001

)]

Assumes LIBOR rate decrease does not go below 0%.
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