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Delaware 001-31852 94-1585250
(State or other jurisdiction of
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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of
the registrant under any of the following provisions:

[  ] Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

[  ] Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

[  ] Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

[  ] Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 1.01               Entry into a Material Definitive Agreement.

August 2011 Loan from Mr. Gamble

On August 29, 2011, Mr. G. Thomas Gamble, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Tri-Valley Corporation (the
“Company”), loaned the Company a total of $150,000 for additional working capital purposes.  The loan accrues simple
interest at 10% per annum, and is to be repaid in full upon demand by Mr. Gamble.  A copy of the promissory note
evidencing the loan is attached hereto as Exhibit 4.1 and incorporated herein by reference.

October 2011 Loan from Mr. Gamble

On October 13, 2011, Mr. G. Thomas Gamble, Chairman of the Board of the Company, loaned the Company a total of
$1,000,000 for additional working capital purposes.  The loan accrues simple interest at 14% per annum, and is to be
repaid in full upon demand by Mr. Gamble.  A copy of the promissory note evidencing the loan is attached hereto as
Exhibit 4.2 and incorporated herein by reference.

Item 2.03               Creation of a Direct Financial Obligation or an Obligation under an Off-Balance Sheet
Arrangement of a Registrant.

The information contained in Item 1.01 above is incorporated by reference into this Item 2.03.

Item 9.01               Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d)           Exhibits

Exhibit Number Description of Exhibit

4.1 Promissory Note Issued by the Company to Mr. G. Thomas Gamble on August 29, 2011.

4.2 Promissory Note Issued by the Company to Mr. G. Thomas Gamble on October 13, 2011.
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Signatures

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

TRI-VALLEY CORPORATION 

Date:  October 19, 2011 /s/ Maston N. Cunningham
Maston N. Cunningham, President and Chief Executive
Officer
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EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit Number Description of Exhibit

4.1 Promissory Note Issued by the Company to Mr. G. Thomas Gamble on August 29, 2011.

4.2 Promissory Note Issued by the Company to Mr. G. Thomas Gamble on October 13, 2011.
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