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Tacoma, WA 98402

(Address of principal executive offices) (zip code)

Registrant�s telephone number, including area code: (253) 305-1900

(Former Name or former address, if changed since last report.)

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligations of the registrant under any of
the following provisions:

¨ Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

¨ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act of (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act of (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory
Arrangements of Certain Officers

Gary R. Schminkey, Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of Columbia Banking System, Inc. (the �Company�) has retired
effective May 10, 2012.

The Board of Directors has appointed Mr. Clint Stein, currently the Company�s Chief Accounting Officer as Acting Chief Financial Officer,
effective May 10, 2012.

Mr. Stein joined the Company in December 2005, when he assumed the roles of Senior Vice President and Chief Accounting Officer. He has
over 16 years of experience in banking and accounting and is a Certified Public Accountant.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Dated: May 16, 2012 COLUMBIA BANKING SYSTEM, INC.

By:         /s/ Melanie J. Dressel
Melanie J. Dressel

President and Chief Executive Officer
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