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Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934
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reported)

June 3, 2004

Xcel Energy Inc.

(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)
Minnesota

(State or other jurisdiction of incorporation)
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(Commission File Number) (IRS Employer Identification No.)
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(Address of principal executive offices) (Zip Code)
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Item 5. Other Events

On June 3, 2004, Xcel Energy Argentina Inc. (Xcel Argentina), a wholly owned subsidiary of Xcel Energy Inc.,
closed on the sale of the stock of Corporacion Independiente de Energia S.A. (CIESA), which has as its primary asset
Central Piedra Buena S.A., a 620 megawatt gas/oil-fired facility in Bahia Blanca, Argentina to Bell Investments and
Albanesi S.A. The sale also includes the stock of IPC Operations Limited, an energy services company with
operations in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The total purchase price is approximately $26 million. Approximately
$15 million of the purchase price has been placed in escrow, which is expected to remain in place until the first
quarter of 2005, to support Xcel Argentina�s potential indemnity obligations under the purchase agreement. In addition
to the purchase price, Xcel Argentina also received approximately $21 million at closing as a redemption of its capital
from CIESA. The sale is expected to result in an after-tax gain of less than 1 cent per Xcel Energy common share in
the second quarter of 2004.

SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Xcel Energy Inc.
(a Minnesota Corporation)

/S/
BENJAMIN
G.S.
FOWKE
III

Benjamin
G.S.
Fowke
III 
Vice
President
and
Chief
Financial
Officer 

June 11, 2004
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